


bmn w45«w» the 

a* 
Sri-U* 


wcomm^* ■} 

foXHtfe tl* dtg«K 

pfigfrwy Mahdt lm m ii J . i nni l , the 
fee flht Pin him ad Sd^Hi 

rtti i* ~| j |p> had tb* 

_ tte HMd plgrluicje. Juanol mid Ad 
AjatA effMul -flieMta, Mcertfat ^ a report ban tbt offidal 
HntX Acabey OXNA). Tie report tfld art same fee 
—tima fwul i <l fothe a pu r g rtl o a ettKt, iMn|k ftifctoa fi Mtovcd la 
JreptytAaach a rakfa Ae pret- Jnwnoi reported (be Irate tend 
fliM flic iwty dtfcsof Mecca aatf Medfea betarwd ever fa » e o u ac fl of 
Mlwt - gwfeiw. ti adudidatis 1 thn^ Jaatanad dU m «y iriwOer 
Inniaa pflgrfeH wafad go ea the Ifajj ltd* year. 




An independent Arab political daily published by the Jordan ftsss Foundation 

a£ljlt» J Ub a d Jl Imhm^U (jft ^^klaaVU j j a j Labia b*jj j*Jj jbj^a. 


Crown Prince meets U.S. delegation 

AMMAN — wif P«iyi fflghww f*w»w Prince Haasaa met at the Royal 
Court S aturday wttli a dtkgjfliau r epresent ing the Ui. Nukml War 
CbOqc and d bcuwrrt with them the general situation in the Middle East 
region. Prince Hraan abo reviewed various international beats and 
referred in particular to the adverse effects on peace readting from Soviet 
Jewish tamjgration to Pakatine. Be pndertinrd the need Coc a jnst eohltiap 
to the Palestine problem to ensure peace usd stability in the region. Earner, 
the delegation was rec ei ved by Minister of Information Ibrahim teedine 
trim briefed the visitors an the developments in Jordan at this stage with 
reference to the demaeratfeatioa p rocess and the freedom bring 
given to the The mhrhtrr reiterated Jordan’s firm stand by the 

Palestinian people’s rights yrd its delemtiDatiOD to ***4p them through the 
Kingdom’! Information facilities to convey the image of their struggle to die 
outside world. The delegation was abo received by Chief of Staff General 
Faftf Abo Trieb who, dbenssed topics of concern to the United Stales and 
Jordan and hrirfed the peri on the development of the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces. 
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Queenbonourt 
Earth Day activists 

AMMAN' (Petra) — Her Majesty 
GneenNoor Saturday held are- 
ceplion to honour those who con- 
tributed in pn^tring for Earth 
Day,whicb Jortfamraarkad along 
with the rest of the world April 
22. The Queen honoured repre- 
jentttiyes of the ministries ‘of 
edneaboo and higher e ducation , 
agriculture, mamdpa? and. rural 
amors and the environment, far 
. formation and transport and tele- 
communication, the Jordanian 
Armed Faroes, thePubfic Security 
Department, the Royal Society 
- for the Conservation of Nature, 
the Royal Scientific Society and 
several public sector institutions. 
The Queen chaired the meetings 
erf the preparatory committee 
preceding die Earth Day celebra- 
tions and took part aiongride 
school students fa a ebarnfawgat 
campaign and planting erf trees. 

Arar heads 

for W. Germany . . 

AMMAN - (Petri) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Suleiman Arar left Saturday for 
West Germany upon an invita- 
tion from the West German 
bouse of representatives and 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation. 
Arar. who is heading Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation.' win 
meet several West German offi- 
cials and joarnafists. Arar is setae- 
(fated to hold 'talks: With the 
speaker of the West German 
house of representatives and the 
boose's foreign affairs committee 
chairman. Arar will abo take a 
short visit to ; '£ast Germany 
. .where hcwBlineet the president 
of fae state’s council mwl ' the 
people ’s ' assembly. Arar is 
accompanied in. the ;ejgW-d*y 
visit by deputies Habam Al Shar- 
ari.Fares A^Nab^;S&aJHgayek 
Al Srour, Marwac Hnund and 
HnsmAlShayyab. r- *.■»?/■.- 

Mertoytsit 
MoscowMay lfi - 

BONN {AP) -^ The final round 
of -U.S.-Soviet talks to prepare 
fortbe Washmgtori OTmmit meet- 
ing-will hie held; m Mestow. fai. 
May. 16-19, a Soviet spokesman 
said. There, t7-S- ,$ecretaiy of 
Smte James Baker and Soviet 
'Foreign Minister Ecfaard Kie- 
vardnadze hope to overcome^ 
roadblocks to a' treaty dnbmg 
'kn^-range tradear nnsspes, and 
plan to make other summit pre- 
parations. The dales for the talks 
hadbeen aimomiced last month,' 
but the kxatkm was not efisdosed 
unta Vitaly Chorkin, a Soviet 
. foreign ministry spokesman, 
faifced wifa i^xjrtos in Boon. 
n Baker, and Sttev%dnadzc are not 
1 fikely to condode tfctafls of tike 
treaty &ey hope to arrive at 
a ^framework agreement -on faqr 
issues. " 

Algeria arrests tfi 
after dashes 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
azre^ed 16, people after violent 
dashes sparked by tite domirfition '. 
of ilfcgal housing fa the s o nth - 
western fawn of Tbsemalt last 
Wednesday, the Algexiah news 
agaky AFS reported Saturday. 
They would be charged with tak- 
ing part fa an armed gathering, 
inflicting injury and destroying 
prope rty . Three potteemen were 
wounded .during ..the clashes, 

BriiishLabour 
keeps local council 

LONDON (AP) — The Lrixmr 
' Party fcqit control of a London 
-council Saturday, the fast result 
declared in.Britirii local elections: 
that saw u rcsoaoding Labour 
victory over Prime Mmister Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s Conservative 
Party .The 11 per cent' swing 
against :tbn g pw a nm en t. was as 
not bad as the near 20 points 
predicted by optafon pofls* and 
some analysts said Mts-Thafriier 
is now more mcutc against poao- 
ble rftMtengea to her le&d^sfap. 
Sir Anthony Meyer,' the COn- 
smYative lawmakcr w4» nmnic- 
.cessfully challenged her in 
September, sakl the results , ot 
Thnnday's elections deariyfa*- 
cated it was time for a change at 
the top of the Tory party, MS- 
fioMfiEOteB ptotesto^^MiiDC 
home loan rates , ami an ^ ^ifflpQpe- 
ha new. tx^ descried the Coo* 

- ferretives- . 


King, Iraqi president 
discuss Arab summit 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — His 
Majesty Xing Hussein and Iraqi 
President Sartrfaffi Hussein held 
talks Saturday on topics centring 
on prospects to convene an ex- 
traordinary Arab summit fa the 
Iraqi capital before the cad of this 
month to discus* . Sowi-Jewish 
immigration u> Palestine, 

The King, who 'is accompanied 
by Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran. Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Political 
Advisor Arinas Aba Odeh, ar- 
rived here Saturday afternoon on 
what tiie Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said was a brief working 
visit for consultations with the 
Iraqi leaden. 

President Hussein, Vice- 
President Tabs MobtiAfine, De- 
puty Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan and Foreign Minister 
Taxeq Aziz were among the Iraqi 
leaders receiving the King upon 
his amvaL - 

Shortly after his arrival, the 
King bdd a brief round of talks 
with President Hussein, who con- 
gratulated him on ihe anniversary 

of his assumption of constitution- 
al powers- 

A well-informed Jordanian 
official told the Associated Press 


in Amman before the King left 
that the talks in Baghdad were to 
“focus mainly on coordinating 
stands on all Arab and interna- 
tional issues before convening the 
summit." 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
two leaders would put forward an 
agenda of “the priorities which 
will be discussed during the sum- 
mit." 

Officials quoted by Reuters 
and the AP also said that the 
Monarch and President Hussein 
would also discuss a plan to pump 
Iraqi oil to Jordan by pipeline 
through Saudi Arabia. 

“We hope to put the final 
touches to this project soon.'* 
said an official quoted by Reu- 
ters. 

The project, linking existing 
pipelines, would cost $5 million 
and would save Jordan the $40 
mini on a year it spends importing 
Iraqi ofl in trucks, according to 
Renters. 

Jordan gets 80 per cent of its oil 
from Iraq and the rest from Saudi 
Arabia by pipe. 

The call for an Arab summit 
was made by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) to 


discuss the expected mass influx 
of Soviet Jewish immigrants to 
Palestine, the Lebanese civil war 
and other issues. 

Tens of thousands of Soviet 
Jews are expected to emigrate to 
the Jewish state, prompting Arab 
fears that many will settle in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and force large num- 
bers of Palestinians to flood into 
Jordan. 

Iraq has offered to host the 
emergency Arab summit to dis- 
cuss the thorny issue that 
threatens to derail Middle East 
peace efforts. 

The King will try to narrow the 
gap between President Hussein 
and President Hafez A1 Assad of 
Syria, who has refused to attend 
the summit if it is held in Bagh- 
dad, according to an Arab diplo- 
mat quoted by Reuters. 

King Hussein’s trip followed a 
fence-mending visit to Syria by 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak crowning reconciliation efforts 
between two major states in the 
Arab World. 

The King and the delegation 
accompanying him returned 
home late Saturday. 


Peace inarch organisers 
assail Israeli propaganda 


By a Iordan Tines 
Staff Writer 


AMMAN -—The organisers of an 
u Amman-tb~ Jerusalc m" peace 
march scheduled to be held fa 
early June Saturday blamed 
feaek&r wdnft they described as 

“hostile propaganda and mism- 
fomntiem over the gods and 
objectives of the march.” A 
spokesman .for the organisers. 


who was comm enting on an mo- 
dern late Friday, when an uniden- 
tified man threw a molotov cock- 
tail at the entrance of the bonding 
bousing the offices of the Pales- 
tine. peace much, said the orga- 
nisers were “not even sure 
'whether thc attack was aimed at 
hs since., the building houses 
dozens erf other offices." 

“If indeed it was aimed at the 
peace march, the® the only be- 
rmfidary will be Israel,” the 
spokesman said. “It is no secret 
that the Israeli government has 
said that it would do everything in 
its power &> foil the peace march 
and has ruled out allowing a 
parallel mar ch erf Is raelis, and 
Palestinians from Jerusalem to 
the River Jordan bridge,” he 
pointed oat. 

“Oar peace march will go 


ahead despite the Israeli plots,” 
be added. 

“We suspect that Israel is also 
behind the hostile propaganda 
and misinformation over the 
goals and objectives of the peace 
march," the spokesman added. 

No damage was caused by Fri- 
day night’s firebomb attack, 
which was described by police 
officials as “a erode a tt empt by 
someone who is not very profes- 
sional.” 

A hitherto unknown group cal- 
led Western news agencies in 
Amman shortly after the incident 
and claimed responsibility, citing 
dissatisfaction with the 
peace march, scheduled to begin 
June 1 and expected to be 
attended by dozens of interna- 
tional politicians and celebrities 
as well as Palestinian and Arab 
leadens. The main organiser of 
the event is die American- Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC). 

The spokesman said: “We do 
not believe that such an act could 
be tarried out by anyone from 
Jordan since the goals and objec- 
tives of die march are loud and 
dean Total solidarity with and 

(Cont&med oa page 3) 


Extremists cool to 
ANC-Pretoria talks 


CAPE TOWN X Agencies) — 
Parties on the extremes of South 
African pofitics reacted cooDy 
Saturday to successful pioneering 
peace talks between the govern- 
ment and the African National. 
Congress. (ANC), 

The ultra-rightist white sup- 
remacist Conservative Party (CP) 
dismissed as “pious, talk” a com- 
mitment to ending violence 
announced by the government 


and its chief opponent fallowing 
their tint official encounter. 

At dm other end of the political 
spectrum, the biadcPan- African- 
er Congress (PAC) reiterated its 
opposition to negotiating with 
president F.W. de Klerk. 

“I don’t know what made the 
ANC approach die government 
(to start talks). It’s their prob- 
lem,” said veteran PAC Presi- 
dent Zephania Mothopeng, 
whosemovement advocates Made 
self-refiance and socialism in the 
anti-apartheid struggle. 

Political analysts say both die 

PAC, increasingly popular 
among blade township youths, 
mi the CP, dw ««« parfiamen- 
tary opposit io n, would have to be 
party to any eventual pofitical 
setfiemea if it is to have a chance 


of success. 

The go vernm ent and the ANC 
completed three days of prelimin- 
ary talks Friday, announcing a 
joint effort to ad the country’s 
"donate of violence" and pledg- 
ing to work towards a new con- 


stitution' that would end ^hite 
ri oronario a. 


place after an election” that in- 
cludes the black majority, 
Mothopeng told a Johannesburg 
'news conference. 

The PAC says the only matters 
it will negotiate are the direct 
transfer of power from whites to 
Macks and the transfer of white- 
owned land to blades. 

The PAC split with the ANC fa 
1959 over tactical issues, and the 
two anti-apartheid groups remain 
rivals to this day. 

. Meanwhile, the Gtizen, a pro- 
government newspaper, said “the 
best way to sum up the talks is: So 
for, so good.” 

“But there is a long way to go 
before the destination, a new 
Sooth Africa, to which all its 
people can pledge their loyalty, is 
readied,” the newspaper said. 

Anglican Arch bishop Desmond 
Tutu, winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize for his opposition to apar- 
theid, called foe talks “epoch- 
making.” Tutu, who was fa Lon- 
don Saturday, said: 4 T flunk the 
way things have gone has ex- 
ceeded our highest hopes.” 

President F.W. de Klerk and 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela, 
appearing at a joint news confer- 
ence Friday evening, said the 
preliminary discussions were an 
important step towards normalis- 
ing political activity and sharing 
power. 

Mandela said the agreement 
was “the realisation of a dream 
for which we have worked pa- 
tiently and consistently 


“Negotiations can . only take (Cautfaraed on page 3) 


Saudi 
leader 
in Syria 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Crown Prince Abdallah Ben 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia ar- 
rived Saturday for talks with Sy- 
rian leaders on ending a long- 
running rift rrith Iraq to forge a 
new Arab unity. 

He was welcomed at Damascus 
airport by Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam and Prime 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Zonbi. 

The Syrian capital is Prince 
Abdallah’s first stop on a swing 
through key Arab capital amid 
strenuous efforts by Arab states 
to mediate a rapprochement be- 
tween Syria and Iraq and convene 
an emergency Arab summit fa 
Baghdad. 

Abdallah is also scheduled to 
visit Amman, Baghdad and 
Cairo. 

He is also understood to be 
pressing Syria to end a seven- 
year-old feud with the Palestine 
liberation organisation (PLO). 

The PLO leadership has been 
at odds with Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad since 1983, when 
Syrian-backed Palestinian fac- 
tions mutinied against PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
drove his forces out of their last 
Lebanese scrooghold. 

Ending these lifts would over- 
come the last major obstacles to 
organising the strongest display 
of Arab unity in decades and 
open the way for the proposed 
summit in B aghdad later this 
month. 

The visit to Damascus by 
Prince Abdallah, whose country 
played a major rote fa restoring 
ties between Syria and Egypt, 
followed one 48 hours earlier by 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Mubarak’s visit ended 13 years 
of animosity with Syria over 
Cairo's peace moves with Israel. 

Baghdad has offered to host 
tiie summit expeetd to discuss an 
influx of Soviet Jews to Israel and 
Western critidsm of Iraq over its 
military development prog- 
ramme. 

At least 15 sta tes out of the 
Arab League’s 22 members have 
declared support for the summit 
They do not include three of the 
Arab World’s most influential 
countries, Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and Syria. 

Assad, after his talks with 
Mubarak, said Syria would not 
take part fa a summit if it was 
bdd fa Baghdad and indicated 
that major differences still re- 
mained between Iraq and Syria. 

Mubarak said be tried daring 
his talks .with Assad to reconcile 
Syria and Iraq but this would take 
time. 

Arab League sources said 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi 
plans to visit Damascus “very 
soon” to convince Syria to 
attend. * 

Officials said Prince Abdallah 
will d i scus s other issues with Sy- 
rian leaden. 


Crown Prince: Superpower 
thaw not reflected in Mideast 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The new 
dynamic relationship between the 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion has unfortunately not resulted 
in a viable negotiating process for 
a peaceful settlement of the 
Palestine question, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Saturday. 

“Of course, the peaceful settle- 
mem of the Palestine issue is a 
goal hardly limited to the two 
superpowers,” the Crown Prince 
said at the opening of a seminar 
attended by American scholars 
from Harvard University, the 
Jordanian chapter of the World 
Affairs m»mril and the Amman- 
based Arab Thought Forum (See 
story below). 

Following are excerpts from 
the crown Prince's address. 

Considering the enormous and 
rapid change sweeping through 
Europe’ and the Soviet Union foe 
Middle East appears to be mori- 
bund. In a region where conflicts 
and civil strife abound, mutual 
mistrust and suspicion becloud 
what is already a persistent lack 
of political will to enact the 
strategies for peace. 

The new dynamic between the Un- 
ited States and the Soviet Union has 


unfortunately not resulted in a viable 
negotiating process tor the peaceful 
settlement of the Palestine question. 
Of course, the peaceful settlement of 
the Palestine issue is a goal hardly 
limited to the two superpowers. 

The countries most intimately in- 
volved claim passionately to share 
this goal: yet the remains. 

Historically. Israel’s attitude to- 
wards the Palestinians has been one 
of denial. Since Israel refused to 
rec ognise Ihe existence of a distinct 
“Palestine problem”, how could it 
possibly accept responsibility for its 
resolution? Through semantic reduc- 
tion, the iwhaMnwirt of the land that 
encompassed Israel in 1948 became 
“refugees'": never mind that they 
were there to begin with. 

Israel preferred to spend its time 
counting trees r&tber than accept that 
it was in a forest. 

Israel deflected attention from cri- 
tical »vpw* by first quibbling over the 
number of refugees and »w»<ing the 
Arabs of exaggeration, and later by 
rewriting historical geography. Israeli 
Prime Minister Golda Meir even said: 
“Palestine did not exist; therefore 
there were no Pa le stinian people; and 
thus, there is no problem'’. 

But Palestine refuses to go away, so 
Israel has once again rewritten 
geography, as its slogan “Jordan is 
Palestine” proclaims. Why Jordan? 
The rationale was that Jordan 
absorbed a high proportion of Palesti- 


nian migrants and refugees from the 
occupied territories. Israel, whose 
own existence was predicated on the- 
belief that no group of people ever be 
deprived of life or freedom, is unwill- 
ing U> recognise that tins ethic must 
extend to Palestinians. 

The formulation of moderate poli- 
cies and practical approaches, based 
on an Arab consensus, has been a 
Jordanian national objective for 
which His Majesty King Hussein has 
constantly worked. I believe that the 
time has come for our Western 
friends — and indeed we 1)- wishers 
everywhere — to recognise more fully 
Jordan’s continuing efforts to prom- 
ote peace and stability in the Middle 
East. 

Indeed, the “Jordanian Agenda” 
has always been one flowing from 
conscience. Today, with few signs 
that the endemic problems of the 
region are moving toward an equit- 
able solution, the “Jordanian Agen- 
da” has become a cry of conscience. 

Regrettably. Israel has not chosen 
to join in the spirit of accommoda- 
tion. Instead, it has chosen to detract 
attention from the critical issue of 
peace. This time it was to gather all its 
resources to welcome a new wave of 
immigration. 

This massive immigration provides 
a powerful case for Israeli expansion- 
ists to keep the occupied territories 
for settlement of new immigrants. 

{Coutimied on page 5) 


Seminar reviews impact of end 
to cold war on Mideast peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — American 
and Arab scholars began discus- 
sions here Saturday cm the im- 
pacts of the end of the cold war 
era between the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union on peace prospects 
and arms control in the -Middle 
East. 

The discussions, winch were 
part of a two-day .seminar orga- 
nised by the Arab Thought 
Forum on American policy on the 
Middle East, focused on the pro- 
liferation of mass destructive 
weapons in the region fa a period 
characterised with arms reduction 
in Europe. 

Although most participants 
argued that the end of the cold 
war era provided a better oppor- 
tunity for cooperation between 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union on 


advancing the peace process, they 
also pointed oat the increasingly 
inactive engagement of Washing- 
ton in the process. 

Participants, however, noted 
that the end of the cold war had 
had more impact on Europe in 
terms of disarmament while the 
Middle East remains “a forest of 
musSes.” 

Several academicians and scho- 
lars called for the need of incor- 
porating the Middle East in the 
arms control arrangements. 

Disagreements emerged be- 
tween Arab participants and most 
of the American scholars on the 
U.S. role, willingness and ability 
to pressure Israel. 

All of the American partici- 
pants were professors of Harvard 
University who are renowned 


specialists on the Middle East and 
negotiations. 

During Monday's session, five 
papers were presented on 
weapons of mass destruction in 
die Middle East, and the peace 
process in the region. 

The papers presented were the 
following: The importance of giv- 
ing Middle East decisionmakers a 
feasible proposal (Dr. Roger 
Fisher — Harvard); The End of 
the Gold War: Implications for 
Israeli Palestinian peacemaking 
(Dr. Everett Mendelson — Har- 
vard) ; Mass Destructive 
Weapons in die Middle East — 
Facts, and Prospects (Dr. Ghas- 
san Sal am eh); and Towards 
Peace in the Middle East: A Role 
for Arms Control (Roy Mot- 
tahedeh — Harvard). 


1 killed, 

17 injured 
in W. Bank 
and Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli troops in the occupied 
territories shot dead a Palestinian 
and wounded at least 17 in heavy 
clashes throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Saturday. 

Military sources said Moham- 
mad Sheker AI Masri, 25, of 
Tulkarm refugee camp in the 
West Bank, died at a local hospit- 
al of a bullet wound in the chest. 

Tulkarm hospital officials said 
at least three other residents of 
the camp were wounded by gun- 
fire in clashes between youths 
and soldiers. 

In the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem soldiers shot 
Mahmoud Mohammad Al Sha- 
lan, 20, in the head during clashes 
at a vegetable market. Pales tinian 
sources said. 

Soldiers also shot Jamfla Musa 
Al Shirt, 60, who was at the 
market when violence flared. She 
was taken to a local hospital with 
a bullet wound in her abdomen. 
Palestinian sources said. 

In Gaza City, Israeli soldiers 
fired rubber bullets and live 
ammuniti on to disperse about 100 
masked youths throwing stones at 
military vehicles, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Hospital officials said seven ' 
youths had been wounded by 
gunfire and six beaten. 

The Gaza seafront and Jabalya 
refugee camp, scene of bloody 
dashes April 26, were under 
curfew. 

After two days of clashes in the 
West Bank, the army clamped a 
curfew on Ramallah and several 
refugee camps near the town of 
Jenin. 

Hie army lifted a curfew in 
Nablus, the largest dty in the 
West Bank, and neighbouring re- 
fugee camps imposed Thursday. 
Palestinian sources said the 
atmosphere was very tense 

Some 120.000 Arabs had been 
locked up in their homes so that 
Israeli nationalists could cele- 
brate a religious ceremony at 
Joseph's Tomb, a shrine in the 
heart of the city. 


Panel on 

national 

charter 

adopts 

internal 

regulations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 60-mem- 
ber Commission entrusted with 
drafting a national charter to 
guide the demociatisation pro- 
cess fa Jordan held a meeting at 
the Royal Court Saturday under 
the chairmanship of Ahmad 
Obeidat. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that tiie meeting en- 
dorsed internal laws designed to 
organise procedural issues. It 
said that the commission mem- 
bers endorsed tiie first four points 
of a set of statutes following 
lengthy diaca s si on s. The debate 
will continue next week. 

Obeidat described Saturday’s 
discussions as positive, construc- 
tive and responsible, reflecting 
the i m portance attached to the 
charter and subjects to be discus- 
sed in relation to the constitution 
and political issues. 

The fifth point on the agenda 
concerned holding a public re- 
ferendum on tiie proposed char- 
tor, and the commission members 
discussed this topic fa full, 
Obeidat said. But, be said, it was 
agreed that a decision on the 
issue should be pet off for the 
time being and that a technical 
commi tt e e should be set up to 
conduct a thorough! study on the 
subject of the referendum to de- 
cide whether it is fa conformity 
with the Constitution. 

Obediai said that tiie subcom- 
mittee would submit its findings 
to the commission. 

The commission, is to be called 
the General Commission from 
now on, according to a statement 

(Costhraed oa page 3 ) 


Amendment to law offers 
exemption from conscription 


By Safameh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Cabinet Satur- 
day approved an amendment to 
the military conscription law ex- 
empting Jordanian expatriates 
and their children from the two- 
year service for a cash payment, 
officials said. The move is ex- 
pected to boost the Kingdom's 
revenues of foreign currency, the 
sources said. 

The sources told the Jordan 
Times the government would 
charge expatriates $10,000 for ex- 
emption from the military ser- 
vice. They said the measure was 
expected to bring fa a minimum 
revenue of $60 million in foreign 
exchange from an estimated 
20,000 to 40,000 eligible Jorda- 
nians living abroad. Some esti- 
mates put the figure of eligible 
expatriates as high as 100,000. 

According to one official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 


the government’s amendment of 
Article 8 of the original conscrip- 
tion law was made “on economic 
and humanitarian grounds.” 

He explained that there are 
“thousands of Jordanians eligible 
for the service who cannot return 
to their country for fear of being 
drafted or tried for desertion." 
He added that by charging a fee 
for exemptions, “the government 
would be creating a new source 
of foreign currency to support the 
economy, and offering options to 
those who want to return or 
continue to work.” 

He said the amended law 
would be presented to Parliament 
during an extraordinary session 
expected to begin later this 
month. 

The official said the amend- 
ment to the conscription law 
could also serve as an incentive for 
Jordanians to seek work abroad 
with the option of paying the 
exemption fee. He said many 


Jordanians of drafting age may 
seek employment abroad to pay 
the exemption fee “which re- 
duces unemployment and boosts 
foreign exchange returns." 

During a regular session of the 
Cabinet, which was convened 
without the prime minister who 
accompanied His Majesty King 
Hussein on a visit to Iraq, the 
ministers also discussed the possi- 
bility of abolishing the Mmistiy of 
Higher Education following the 
derision ro license private univer- 
sities and allowing greater com- 
petition among educational institu- 
tions in the Kingdom. 

The official said the Cabinet 
“underlined the importance of 
the independence of higher 
education in the context of the 
democratic transition we are wit- 
nessing today.” He added that 
the cabinet’s derision “reflected 
the liberal tendencies of its mem- 
bers." 


Rabin fears extreme right 


TEL AVTV (R) — Former De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
wanted Israel Saturday it could 
be heading for an extreme right- 
wing government that would set 
back peace and lose it foreign 
support. 

“I believe a right-wing govern- 
ment can cause damage to Israel 
fa tiie fields of the peace process, 
international relations, fa their 
policies fa tiie (occupied) territor- 
ies, tiie settlements,” said Rabin, 
who wants to supplant Shimon 
Peres as leader of the Labour 
Party. 

“Bearing fa mind tiie dangers 
to Israel as the result of the 
creation of an extreme right-wing 
government I prefer to see a 
national unity government,” 
Rabin said in an interview with 
Israel Radio. • 

Bat be said he would join a 


coalition only if Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir accepted a U.S. 
proposal for Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks fa Cairo. 

Shamir, bead of the right-wing 
Likud party, rejected the plan fa 
March and repeated criticism of it 
last week. His decision led to the 
collapse of the Likud-Labour 
coalition that included Rabin as 
defence minister. 

Peres failed to gain support for 
a new Labour government, giving 
Shamir the chance to assembly a 
narrow rightist administration. 

“The Lxkud and Prime Minis- 
ter Shamir will try their best first 
and foremost to bring about the 
creation of a right-wing govern- 
ment,” said Rabin, who was army 
chief d u ri n g the 1967 war and 
prime minister from 1974 to 1977. 

Rains said that during his five 
and a half years as minister of 


defence he used the army's con- 
trol of the occupied territories to 
block activity such as expanding 
the Jewish settlement fa Nablus, 
the largest city fa the West Bank. 

The army confined all 120,000 
Arab residents of Nablus to their 
homes to protest ISO Jews who 
dedicated a scripture scroll al a 
shrine fa the densely populated 
centre of the city Thursday. 

“It is only the first sign and a 
first small step towards an 
attempt to increase the presence 
of settlers in tiie middle of Nab- 
lus," Rabin said. “And X oppose 
settling Israelis fa densely popu- 
lated areas.” 

At least 70,000 Israelis have 
settled among the 1.75 million 
Palestinians who have been fa 
revolt fa the Gaza Strip and West 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Fadlallah wants Israel 
{pressured to free PoWs 


•BEIRUT (Agencies) — Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
^adlaiiah, spiritual mentor of Iranian-backed Shi’ite 
■Muslim militants, ha s said no more Western hos- 
.lages will be freed unless Israel releases Arab 
'prisoners, the A1 Anwar daily reported Saturday. 


’ “We want the states of the 
world to pressure Israel into re- 
leasing Arab prisoners the same 
■vay they exert pressure for the 
ye^ease of Western hostages," he 
said during a Friday prayers ser- 
son at a mosque in the south 
Beirut slum of Bir A1 Abed. 

T Most of the 16 Westerners mis- 
sing in Lebanon are believed to 
W held by Shi'ite groups in 
{Beirut's southern shantytowns, a 
stronghold of the fundamentalist 
:Klzbo!lah, or Party of God. 
f Fadlallah, Hizbollah’s “spir- 
■itual guide," declared: “We don't 
{want the human rights and free- 
!ddm of anyone to be achieved at 
■our expense," Fadlallah said in 
’apparent rejection of the release 
[of Western captives without re- 
.ciprocai treatment from Israel. 
’/“Either (our people) will be 
■free or we will not respect the 
freedom of the world that does 
not respect our freedom,” be 
added. 

The conservative AJ Anwar 
carried the full text of Fadlallah's 
address. 

h: The missing Westerners com- 
prise six Americans, four Britons, 

. t£«> Swiss, two West Germans, an 
Italian and an Irishman. 

. American Terry Anderson, 42, 
•.phief Middle East correspondent 
;jfdr tlie Associated Press, is the 
longest-held captive. He was kid- 
.^ppped in Muslim west Beirut on 
'..March 16, 1985. 

//.Hizbollah issued a statement 
'^jiday blaming the United States 
>or hindering the release of West- 
.ip? captives. 

■“The U.S. administration 
i pears the responsibility for any 
'.'complications in this issue,” it 
Jseid. 

"The ball is now in America's 
court after the efforts that had 
been exerted by the Islamic Re- 
TjyjWic and Syria to free two 
' Americans as a step toward re- 


solving the question of all the 
hostages,” the statement said. 

Robert Polhill, 55, was freed 
April 22 after 39 months in cap- 
tivity. Frank Reed, 57, was re- 
leased eight days later after 42 
months as a hostage. 

Iran and Syria have called for a 
reciprocal goodwill gesture from 
the United States. 

I ranian newspapers and some 
of the Shi'ite kidnap groups have 
demanded that as a precondition 
for farther hostage releases, 
Israel frees some 400 Palestinian 
and Lebanese prisoners it bolds. 

The hostage-holders also have 
demanded freedom for 15 con- 
victed militants imprisoned in 
Kuwait for the bombing of the 
U.S. and French embassies there 
in December 1983. 

Israel and Kuwait have refused 
to negotiate with terrorists and 
the United States has said it 
would not pressure them into 
bowing to the kidnappers’ de- 
mands. 

An influential Tehran news- 
paper said Saturday Lebanese 
groups were unlikely to release 
more hostages unless Washington 
helped trace three Iranians mis- 
sing in Lebanon and pressed 
Israel to free Arab prisoners. 

The Tehran Times said in an 
editorial it was time President 
George Bush reciprocated the 
goodwill of the Muslim Lebanese 
groups which freed two American 
hostages in the past two weeks. 

Bush said on Thursday be 
would signal goodwill for Iran's 
help in freeing the U.S. hostages 
by trying to give Tehran informa- 
tion about the Iranians, including 
two diplomats, who vanished in 
Lebanon in 1982. 

The Tehran Tunes, which re- 
flects the views of Iran's Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, urged Bush to press Israel to 
release some 400 Arab prisoners. 


(T ' 


of Communism will 


, -ALGIERS (R) — The collapse of 
s<?ommunism will weaken, not 
strengthen, the Muslim World, 
Egyptian writer Fahmi Howeidi 
-has told a conference on the 
. future of Islam. 

“The Islamic World is margi- 
[ nalised in the new map," he 
argued in a paper presented Fri- 
-day night. 

, The Third World had gained 
^ from East-West conflict by play- 
' ing off the superpowers against 
{ each other, Howeidi said. 

; / "North-South dialogue has 
» been replaced by East-West dia- 
: Hogue and resources are being 
i directed to Eastern Europe.” 

■ Howeidi is among 40 scholars 
’• and political leaders from 10 
f Arab countries attending the con- 
i’ ference . which is organised by the 
J London-based Centre for Studies 
' the Future of Islam. 

.■ * ' He said more than 90 per cent 
i ^qr the world's one billion Muslims 
five in poverty and Islamic states 
■: ijs a group were heavily indebted 
; iVo the West and dependent on 
? rrcm- Islamic states for food. 

' v . Changes in Eastern Europe 

■ showed that a Wesrem liberal 

■ model of society, based on 
« Christian, capitalist values, was 
i sweeping the world. Islam had 
j yet to come up with a viable 
*. Alternative, Howeidi said. 

j "The Islamic World enters the 
i ; century with a huge number 
! -of people and giant resources, but 
; di:r.ci:lt economic conditions and 
J near-total dependence on the 
* West,” Howeidi said. 


“There- are two choices now 
before Muslims: either be 
crushed by the Western model, or 
work out an independent one.” 

Christianity has been regener- 
ated in Eastern Europe, be said, 
and while Islamic militancy grows 
within the Muslim World, Christ- 
ianity spreads faster in Asa and 
Africa. 

Howeidi rejected the view that 
the decline of Communism would 
make life easier for 100 million 
Muslims who have been under 
Communist rule. 

He said the Soviet army repres- 
sed a Muslim nationalist uprising 
in Azerbaijan without protest 
from the West, showing that East 
and West may join forces to crush 
Islamic movements. 

Earlier, leading Islamic theolo- 
gians opening a conference on the 
future of the Islamic World Fri- 
day called on Muslims to regener- 
ate their faith to overcome back- 
wardness and Israeli expan- 
sionism. 

Two prominent Egyptian scho- 
lars cited the emigration of Soviet 
Jews to Israel as the latest threat 
to an Islamic nation that had 
become prey to military, cultural 
and economic assaults from the 
West. 

“If we do not pull our nation 
out of the situation it has reverted 
to, and arm it psychologically, 
intellectually, socially and econo- 
mically, then we will be lost,” 
said one of the Egyptians, Sheikh 
Mohammed AI Ghozali. 

Islamic thinkers from 10 Arab 


countries will debate the chal- 
lenges facing Islam in the four- 
day conference. 

Fundamentalist political lead- 
ers Rachid Gannouchi of Tunisia 
and Hassan Turabi of Sudan are 
among those due to present 
papers. 

Ghozali said the mass emigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews to Israel posed 
a serious threat to Islam. 

“The Jews, after having cre- 
ated the smaller Israel, have be- 
gun moving to create the greater 
Israel. Six Arab countries around 
Palestine will be destroyed, or 
their inhabitants will be reduced 
to refugees,” he said. 

Ghozali said Islam was passing 
through a phase of “intellectual 
infancy” marked by an obsession 
with superficial problems. Intel- 
lectuals had a special role to play 
because Islam’s crisis was pri- 
marily one of thought, he said. 

“The coming battle is not a 
military one... the battle now is in 
the Adds of economy, informa- 
tion, education and culture.” 

Another prominent Egyptian, 
Sheikh Youssef Qaradhawi, said 
desprite the present crises the 
world's one billion Muslims 
shoud look to the future with 
hope because of their enormous 
human and economic capacities. 

But he described the Mamie 
World as backward. “Israel has 
manufactured a satellite that is 
photographing every inch of 
Arab soil. And many of us are 
still wondering, is photography 
forbidden or permitted.” 
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“What is needed now is action 
not words...,” the editorial said. 
“If words can be translated into 
practice, it is then and only then 
that the Muslims (hostage-takers) 
in Lebanon can be expected to 
continue their goodwill gestures 
in their turn.” 

Meanwhile Reed returned 
home to the United States Friday 
after 42 months in captivity and 
rejoiced, “I am unchained and 
unblindfolded.” 

Reed’s plane was greeted by 
another recently freed hostage, 
Robert Polhill. The two men 
embraced on the tarmac, and 
Reed whispered, “We’re going to 
get the rest of them out, aren’t 
we.” 

“Of course it feels wonderful,” 
Reed said in a brief statement 
that left many of Ids welcomes in 
tears. i 

He thanked all those who 
worked and prayed for his release 
— including the Americans still 
held hostage — for refusing “to 
let me give up” in captivity. 

In a brief formal statement that 
left his greeters shedding as many 
tears as the gentle raindrops 
which drifted from a light over- 
cast, Reed said: “fellow Amer- 
icans, because of all of yon Tm 
alive.” 

And in a special tribute to all 
hostage relatives, several of 
whom were on hand in a custom- 
ary show of unity, be declared 
“because of Peggy Say, Kit and 
Joan Sutherland, the Keenan sis- 
ters, Pat McCarthy, and many, 
many others, I am unchained and 
unblmdfolded.” 

Moments after he boarded a* 
bus which was to take him and his 
family to the Malcolm Grow 
Medical Centre at die base, the 
caravan was diverted down the 
tarmac where, to Reed's delight, 
he was greeted by Barbara Bush 
as she was about to board a flight 
to Kentucky. 

“We’re so glad you're home,” 
Mrs. Bush said. “I know the 
president wishes he was here to 
meet yon.” President George 
Bush was in Oklahoma giving a 
speech on NATO and the future 
of Europe. 


Former Arab 
collaborators 
live in 
poverty 
in Israel 


Turkish premier in Iraq for taiKS 
on Euphrates, Kurdish insurgency 


TEL AVIV (R) — At least 250 
Palestinian famili es who fled the 
occupied territories after col- 
laborating with Israel are now 
living made the Jewish state, 
most of them in destitution, a Tel 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Yfldrim Akbulut 
arrived Saturday for a three-day 
viat ' during which be will seek to 
settle a dispute with Iraq over the 
Euphrates River and seek a joint 
M m pa ign against Kurdish insur- 


He was greeted at Baghdad 
airport by Iraq’s first deputy 


Aviv City Council member said. minister, Taba Yassin 

Mira Shehoxi, from the leftist Ramadan. 


Citizens Rights Movement, said 
the Palestinians were initially 
given bousing — — usually run- 
down flats — but most could not 
find work and were denied rights 
to basic medical care and educa- 
tion. 

She said many had been given 
identity cards with coded num- 
bers disqualifying them from so- 
cial security, subsidised medical 
care and tax benefits available to 
Israelis. 

“I cannot ignore the fact that 
there are hungry, naked children 
who do not get medical care and 
schooling. We are a humanitarian 
country and we must help,” said 
Shehori, who wrote to Tel Aviv 
Mayor Shkxno Lahat demanding 
action. 

Shehori said she had visited 
seven families of former collabor- 
ators. She refused to say bow 
many such families there were in 
Tel Aviv but added that she knew 
of 250 famili es that had settled in 
Israel. 

Most were living far below the 
poverty line, doe said. Of 80 
Palestinian children in the Tel 
Aviv area, only 40 were reg- 
istered in schools despite an 
Israeli Law that requires 10 years 
of primary and secondary educa- 
tion. 


Akbnlnt, accompanied by a de- 
legation of more than 70 
businessmen, is expected to meet 
President Saddam Hussein and 
deliver a letter to him from Tur- 
kish President Turgot OzaJL 
Turkish State Minister Ian CeF 
bi said Akbulut will propose joint 
projects to utilise the water in the 
Euphrates basin to end the dis- 
pute over the Euphrates. 

Relations between Baghdad 
and Ankara soured in January 
when Turkey cut off much of the 
river's flow for a month while it 
filled up the reservoir at the giant 
Attaturk Dam in s ou t h eas te r n 
Anatolia province. 

The 2300-kilometre Euphrates 
originates in the mountains of 
eastern Turkey. It flows through 


Syria and then Iraq before jointing 
the Tigris River to form the 
Sbatt-AFArab Waterway that 
flows into the Gulf. 

Iraq and Syria protested that 
the cut-off would damage farm- 
lands and force power cuts be- 
cause the water flow to hyd- 
roelectric dams would be too low. 

The Iraqis want an agreement 
that will apportion fixed flow 
rates for ail the states along the 
Euphrates. The Turks don’t. 

But they do want a security 
agreement with Baghdad that 
would allow forces from both 
countries the right of hot-pursuit 
against Kurdish guerrillas along 
their 300-kflometre border. 

The KuT ’ dkh militants, fi ghting 
for an independent homeland, 
are waging a guerrilla war against 
both governments. 

Istanbul’s MflKyet daily Friday 
quoted Ramadan as saying that 
Baghdad would accept a security 
accord only if Turkey signed an 
agreement on the Euphrates. 

A 1984 security agreement was 
annulled last year by- the Turks, 
who had twice launched air 
strikes against Kurdish base* in 
northern Iraq as reprisals for 


Algerian opposition party 
blends liberalism with Islam 


Sudan pardons 
union leader 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudan's military 
leader LL-Gen. Omar Hassan AJ 
Bashir has pardoned a trade un- 
ion leader condemned to death 
for leading a general strike. 

He also cancelled a prison sent- 
ence given another union mem- 
ber and decided to release both 
men immediately, the Egyptian 
state-owned Middle East News 


ALGIERS (R) — The opposition 
Algerian Renewal Party (FRA) 
wound up its first congress Friday 
night by electing as president a 
40-year-old former journalist who 
quickly asserted his authority by 
expelling party dissidents. 

The PRA, due to compete in 
the country's first free elections in 
June, adopted apolitical platform 
that blends economic liberalism 
with a modernist vision of Islam. 

President Noureddine Bouk- 
rouh delivered a stinging attack 
on 27 years of one-party rale by 
the National Liberation Front 
(FLN) and urged members to 
prepare for possible legislative 
elections by year-end. 

The PRA is presenting candi- 
dates in one-tenth of the coun- 
try’s municipalities and one- third 
of its provincial districts in June 
12 local elections. A party 


spokesman said it had 17,000 
members. 

Controversy erupted when a 
group of delegates, one of whom 
shouted, “whore is democracy?”, 
contested the composition of a 
consultative council that is. to 
select foe- party leadership. 

Earlier, delegates from Guel- 
ma and Skikda in the east were 
expelled from the congress for 
“lack of discipline”. 

The economic platform is dose 
to that of the g ov ernm ent, calling 
for increased local and foreign 
investment and controls on state 
spending white maintaining be- 
nefits for the poor. 

The party draws inspiration 
from Islam and Boukrough prop- 
osed creation of a council (Ara- 
bic: Majlis Ijtihaad) to bring 
Algerian civfi law into conformity 
with Mamie Law. 


weaken Islam — Egyptian writer 


from the Sudanese capital Khar- Eritrea rebels claim lolling 

over 600 Ethiopian troops 


The agency gave no further 
details but the move-was apparent- 
ly taken in response to appeals at 
home and abroad. 

Five days ago, Bashir promised 
a delegation of prominent 
Sudanese doctors that he would 
soon respond favourably to their 
pleas and release the two. 

The United States and Egypt 
were among other countries that 
appealed for the clemency. 

The pardon followed the ex- 
ecution of 28 army officers and 
the jailing of 14 others for in- 
volvement in an alleged attempt 
to overthrow Bashir regime on 
April 23. 


NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian re- 
bels said Saturday they had killed 
more than 600 government troops 
daring fighting late last month in 
and around tbe Garrison town of 
Adi Kayeh in Southern Eritrea. 

A spokesman for the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPL F) said by telephone from 
London that another 1,400 gov- 
ernment troops had been taken 
prisoner or injured in the capture 
Of the area in northern Ethiopia. 

“All in all about 2,000 (govern- 
ment forces) were taken out,” 
EPLF spokesman Yemane Gebre 


Meskel told Reuters in NairobL 

The rebel radio Voice of the 
Brood Masses of Eritrea, moni- 
tored by die British Broadcasting 
Corpo ra tion in Nairobi, said Fri- 
day that the EPLF had kilted 630 
soldiers and wounded 760 during 
fighting around Adi Kayeh and 
Senate. 

The towns are on the main 
road running south from the pro- 
vincial capital of Asmara to 
Addis Ababa. 

The EPLF is fighting for tbe 
independence of the Red Sea 
province of Eritrea. 


Turkish Cypriot leftists challenge 
ruling party in Sunday’s elections 


NICOSIA (R) — Tbe Turidsh- 
Cypriot National Unity Party 
(NUP) is facing its most serious 
challenge after 14 years of rale in 
northern Cyprus with three leftist 
opposition parties joining ranks 


nktash. 

Denktash. who distanced him- 
self from domestic politics, 
gained wide support for his un- 
compromising stand in talks with 
leaders of the 600,000-strong 


against it in general elections .Greek-Cypriot community to 


Sunday. 

Political analysts said it was 
difficult to predict tbe outcome, 
but the opposition stood a good 
chance of gaining a majority in 
the 50-seat National Assembly. 

The parliamentary election in 
.the breakaway 'Turkish Repub- 
lic of North Cyprus” (TRNC), 
recognised only by Ankara, fol- 
lows by two weeks a presidential 
vote oomfortably won by veteran 
Turitish-Cypriot leader Rauf De- 


reunite the Mediterranean holi- 
day island. 

U.N.-sponsored unity talks 
broke down in February when 
Denktash insisted on self-deter- 
mination for tbe 160,000 Turkish 
Cypriots as a distinct community. 

It was not clear, however, how 
his personal victory would influ- 
ence the 100.000 eligible Thrlrisb- 
Cypriot voters. 

Cyprus has been split since 
Turkish troops occupied the 


northern third of the island in 
1974 in response to a short-lived 
coup in Nicosia engineered by the 
junta then rating Greece. 

In contrast to the presidential 
poll, the second since the TRNC 
was declared in 1983, foe par- 
liamentary campaign has been 
fought over domestic issues, with 
the opposition accusing the rating 
party of economic mismanage- 
ment and corruption. 

But Ozker Ozgnr, leader of the 
left-wing Republican Turkish 
Party (RTP), said the opposition 
was prepared to work with De- 
nktash so long as he acted as an 
independent president. 

Polls open from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. (0500-1500 GMT). 
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CHURCHES 


wind. In Aqaba, winds win be norther- 
ly fresh and seas calm. 


St. Miry Nuntt Cbarcfa Swdfkfa, 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Cbarcfa, Tel. 
632785. 

Sc Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of tbe Anmsdatloa Td. 
637440. 

De la Sdle Church Tel. 6617S7 
Temmxta Cbarcfa Td: 622366 
Omrch of the Anaondattaa Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Cbarcfa TeL 625383. Td. 
628S43. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

StL Epfarafaa Charch TeL 771751. 
Amman Interaetianal Charch Td. 

685326. 

Evangelical Latberaa Charch TeL 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahas Td. 815817 aad 654932. 


hfia^aux. temp. 

Amman 6/20 

Aqaba 14/29 

Deserts 6/23 

Jordan VaBey 12/27 


nranh 

Dr. Ziad AJ A'raj ( — ) 

A 1 Shajraa* phar ma cy (985238) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Jihad Mnsleb 

Kbalifeh p harmacy 


(-) 

985417 


Water Authority 680100 

Jbrdaa Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 53200 

Qucca Aba latL Airport. 08-53200 


AQABA: 

Process Hoya Hospital — (03)314X11 


QUEEN ALI A 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Yesterday's high <»«ip»rump-e- Am- 
man 18, Aqaba 28. Humidity readings: 
A mman 40 per cent, Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 


Bnflctin supplied by tbe Department of 

Meteorology , . 


It win be rather cold and partly 
cioudy with n or t h westerly moderate 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Add Dabdonb 

Dr. Jamal Abo Bakr 

Dr. Sand Kbosri 

Dr. Hanna Mannar 

Firm pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy .............. 

AIAscata pharmacy 

Ncomikh pharmacy 

Al Salam p h arma cy 

Yaooub pharmacy 


.893644 
.746426 
.681373 
.732574 
.622520 
.778336 
. 637055 
.623672 
.636730 
.644945 
.637660 


ChrS Defence D epartm ent 

Civil Defence Immediate * 

Rescue 

Qv3 Defence Em ergen cy 

Rescue PoBce 192, 621111, 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank .. 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police _ 

P nbfc Scsariry De partm e n t 

Hotel CompUints 

Price Comptamta 

Water and Sewerage 

Compiamfs... 

Amman 

Comp laint s 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas CaDi _ i 

Central Amman T ele ph one 

Repairs. ... i 

AbdaE Telephone Repair* 

Jordan Tdevkhm 

Radio Jordan 


AMMAN: 

H r mriu Mcdteal Centre ... 
KhaBrB Maternity, J. Asm 
Aldkh Maternity. J- Aon. 
Jabal Amman Maternity ... 
MaQms, J. Amman ......... 

Palestine. Shmctsani 

Sbmdsani Hospital 

Uni v ersity Hospital 


A)-Miuiher Hospital 

The Islamic. Abash 

Al-AhH, AbdaK 

Italian. At-Mnhajreca 

AJ-BasUr, J. Ashrafieh .... 

Army. Marks 

Qncen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZABQAr 

ZaiqaOovt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Htfspiial .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

many 

Princess Bsroa Hospital .. 
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.... 669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
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891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


Tbit information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) iofonnsooo depart- 
ment at tbe Oueca ABa l atemtt kmal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where it 
shook! always be ve rifi ed: 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Turmln*! 1) 
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(09)986732 
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17:45 Cairo ( 
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1836 - Paris ( 

18:45 Madrid, Geneva' 

1846 Brussels. Frankfort < 


guerrilla attacks. 

CeOri, who was in Baghdad at 
tbe bead of a Turkish delegation 
for prelimina ry meetings of die 
Iraq-Turkey Joint Economic and 
Technical Commi ssi on scheduled 
to start later Saturday, said tbe 
Tjgks wiD make proposals for 
joint nlffisation of foe Eu p hra tes. 

“We’re ready to cooperate 
. with our Iraqi brothers in any 
posable way to make use of the 
river and make it. a bridge of 
peace, trust arid friendship,” be 
told flie Associated Press in an 
interview.- 

Celbi expressed hope that tbe 
tenth session of the jonit comnns- 
sonSrill pave the way for im- 
proved e co n o mic cooperation 
and trade. 

Turkish exports to Iraq 
boomed during tbe 1980-88 Gulf 
war with Xian, averaging around 
$1 bfitiou a year. 

But Baghdad’s delay in re- 
paying its S3 billion debt to Tour- 
key forced Ankara to suspend 
credits in April 1988, slashing 
trade to half its wartime peak. 

An estimated $2 billion has 
now been repaid and it is ex- 
pected to be reduced to $419 


minion by the end of the year. 

Celbi said be hoped tbe two 
sides will be able to solve the debt 
and other problems so that Ank- 
ara r? n increase its exports to 
Iraq. ~ 

Turkey complains that its im- 
ports from Iraq are causing a fag 
deficit in the tradri balance 'be- 
tween tbe two countries -and win 
suggest projects in Iraq worth 
$400 milli on to rectify tbc baJaqce 
between them. 

The Turks also hope fo sagn a 
new debt iepayriient timetable 
and a new credit line accord to 
enable its businessmen to export 
more goods to Iraq. 

Tbe Turkish government, fac^ 
ing severe competition in "foe 
Iraqi market, hopes to restore' 
Iraq as its main trading partner in- 
the Middle East. 

Celbi said tbe Turks vfiD_prop-. 
ose participation in some .post- 
war reconstruction and engineer-' 
ing work. Turkey's Anka com- 
pany is currently bmhfing the 
$800 milli on Bcbkma Dam in 
northern Iraq. 

Turkey is believed to be also 
interested in a free trade zone on 
the border. 


Ibn Ali mixes concessions 
with tight grip on power 


By Jonathan Wright 

Renter 


TONIS— President Zine AI Abi- 
dme Ibn Afi of Tunisia, in a 
gesture characteristic of his 30- 
month reign, has offered his 
opponents a concession to keep 
alive hopes of change while 
simultaneo usly keeping a tight 
grip on the reins of power. 

Ibn Ali, 53, promised in a May 
Day speech unspecified measures 
to make it easier for o ppo si t i on 
parties to break the rating party’s 
monopoly of seats in partiament. 

He coupled it with a warning 
that be alone would decide the 
pace and course of democratic 
reform “ unaffe cted by all forms 
of pressure of political man- 
oeuvring.” 

The promise was symbolic of a 
reform process which his suppor- 
ters say is sincere but cautious 
and iris critics dismiss as a facade 
to disguise a form of authoritar- 
ianism. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Ibn AH took power constitu- 
tionally in November 1987 by 
having former President Habib 
Bourguiba declare unfit to rule 
through fad age and in health. 

He based his legitimacy on 
promises of multiparty democra- 
cy, saying Tunisians were now 
mature enough to do without the 
paternalistic style of government 
which Bourguiba represented. 

But his honeymoon with the 
country's “political class" was 
brief and old-style police tactics 
soon rec roc rged as a method for 
dealing with politicians who re- 
fused to fit in with the govern- 
ment's vision of democracy man- 
aged from above. 

In tbe general elections of 
April 1989, tbe new system’s find 
test in tbe field, tbe rating party 
won all 141 seats in parliament. 
The government denied opposi- 
tion allegations that there were 
widespread abases. 

Disenchanted Tunisians now 




suburb of Carthage and his -only - 
visits to the provinces have teen ‘ 
brief and unannounced, without 
the crowds which Bourguiba 
attracted when he tooted the 
country. 

Ibn AB has neiver addressedtfre 
nation without a prepared test or 
in the colloquial language and he 
broke off Iris sole newa-qpnfer- 
ence, in New York last; year^ 
before it ended. : ; 

Government offidals uargne: 
that the president is a conrinitted 
democrat who faces resistance to 
change from inade tte roling 
Democratic Constitutional Union 
and a powerful Islamist move- : 
meat which would undo til bis 
democratic reforms if ft came to 
power/ ^ ' 

But Ibn. AH has ato atienated 
the secular left, who m^ftt triudt 
among ins allies. Thrte;-kd£6f- 
centre parties last montfi 
announced plans to form ateoad . 
democratic front to capture, the. 
imddteigronnd betWeenthe rating " 
party and the Manuats^Wt ;»«*- 

The 'unrecogmsedWamc 
movement Nahdha (Rcriaxss-. 
ance), whose sympathism'Wte 
13 per cent of the popular vote in 
general elections in Apiil l^9, 
has emerged as the only serious 
challenge to Ibn AH’s: govern- 
ment. . 

Ruling party leaders t»w rdb- 
vote most of their speedn» to 
virulent attacks on^ its ^kged 
intentions. 

One president adviser; said the . 
Nahdha had been inffltrated -by 
Iranian-styie Shi’ite Mo&na and 
Secretary of State for Religious 
Affairs Ali Chebbi, foe; mouth- 
piece of official Islam, accused its 
leaders fa posing to iritormer 
diaries with God. ; •; 

AI Fa jr Nahdha’s weekly news- ' 
paper whose appearance is itself a 
concession to. tbe-^ movement's 
popularity, last week described - 
the campaign as hysterical and 
gratuitous and called for a serioos 
dialogue. 

In his May Day speech Bm Ali 
tried to redirect the political ;de-_ ' 
bate away from religion, ithe 


say the nun of events was prob- dominant theme badt to ’erowF. 
ably i nev i t able, given Ibn Ali’s nrics, where the ruling psrtyis on 


background as a military and 
security man associated with 
Bourgniba’s one-party system. 

Ibn Ali himself has said he 
manages the country from a com- 
puter in his private office, filled 
with data arid with the instruc- 
tions he has given to his ministers 
and subordinates. 

He seldom venture out of his 
presidential palace in tbe Tunis 


safer ground. 

_ Bat some fapfcmats arid; poe- 
tical scientists say a teadWcolh* 
son with the Tdami^ ' Movement 
may be inevitable.' if vff 
“Is Ibn Ali trapped toa debats 
chosen by the Tularnfa tu? Tf to. 
he’s in trouble because foe gov- 
ernment has no dear vision of 
bow to reconcile Islam vdtfi tnod- 
enrity,” said one acadbnric. 
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— Her Majesty 


. to the JordanTtedga and Trade 
Grains, foe co mmer c i al arm -of 
, Handicrafts D c- 

Project,. ; 

vtDtmngLtfc vua^^eOuccn w3I 
K briefed anvariods fimx.of 
products.: npw_ oa. display at tire 
centre’s new location , 56c wifi 
afeotfiscugs the activities in which 
. J^ g Na tional Hgpdkrafis De- 
yr;; xfomeutrPfo jeet^ one of Noor 
'A3 Hnssem Foandatien’s major 


visit 
centre 


.schemes, is currently engaged: 
' product development, sales, 
promotion and project coordma- 
don and foe new training prog- 
ramme planned for tins year. 

- The National Ha nd icraf ts De- 
velopment Project,, largely fi- 
nanced by the United States 
Agency for International Dc- 
ycloproem, seeks to professional- 
ise handicraft marketing activities 
and has focused, to date, on 
textiles, weaving and. embroid- 
ery, where the largest number of 
tndivjdaals are employed in Ior- 



dan’s handicraft sector, a press 
release by the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation said. 
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AMMAN (J.t:) — A total of 345 
otizens . were killed and 9.956 
others injured in rood accidents 
that occurred ih Jordan hi 1989, 
Mid many of' those injured sus- 
tained permanent disabilities, 
according to the Public Security 
Department (PSD) Saturday. 

- Tbe figures woe gives by Bri- 
gadSer Awnf Mismar, director of 
•file Drivers and Vehkfcs Licens- 
ing Department in a statement ro 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
on the eve of Jordan’s observing 
world traffic day which falls 
Sunday. 

M i sma r said that despite the , 
measures -to stem the number of 
- road ac c idents in Jordan; -the 
Kingdom takes the second place 
in a category of nations with the 
highest number of road casual- 
ties. 

"Those countries with leas than 
10 deaths from road accidents for 
every 10,000 vehicles are consi- 
dered by standards as falling 
within the first category group," 
Mrnnar pointed out. 

; He said the rate of deaths as a 
result of road accidents in Jordan 
last year stood at 14 persons for 
every 10,000 vehicles. 

According to figures released 
at a seminar held In Amman in 
March 1990. the total number of 
toad accidents in . tire Kingdom 
last year amounted tolS,336,less 
by 298 than the number of acci- 


dents in 1988 " with mne fewer 
. deaths, and 482 less injuries. 

- “Statistics on road accidents 
between 198S and 1989 showed 
tint accidents had been cm the 
increase, with the exception of 
1986 when road conditions were 
improved,” said a paper submit- 
ted on behalf of the traffic depart- 
ment to tbe seminar. 

Tt g pap er was presented by 
tig dep artm ent’s Director Fathi 
Humud who told Petra Saturday 
that hw men had embarked oo a 
nation-wide traffic awareness 
campaign to help reduce the 
number of road accidents and 
ease traffic congestion. 

- ‘’Orders have been issued to 
traffic policemen to prevent any 
car from parking on the pave- 
ments, which have been built for 
the pedestrians, to monitor those 
exceeding speed on roads with 
radars and fine those double- 
parking along streets,” Humud 
said in his st at eme n t. 

He said refrigerated trucks and 
afrofoer types of lorries will be 
prevented from parking is re- 
sidential areas because they cause 
a lot of noise and disturbance to 
the residents. "All violations will 
be dealt with in the strictest man- 
ner,” Humud added. 

.The assistant PSD director for 
Traffic Affairs Brig. Muayyed 
Mubaslat told Petra that ordinary 
cam transporting tick people to 


hospital would be given priority 
on tbe road and would be allowed 
the same rights given to ambu- 
lances. 

Mubaslat said that those who 
lose their driving licences con 
from now on apply directly for a 
replacement at the Licencing De- 
partment rather than go through 
the previous tedious routine of 
advertising for it in the local press 
and reporting w he highway 
patrolmen and the local police 
stations. 

A substitute driving licence, he 
added, can be issued in a matter 
of minutes from now on. 

“In addition, the department 
will shortly start distributing a 
driver's guidebook containing in- 
structions oq the use of roads and 
a summary of regulations and 
laws,” Mubaslat added. 

Over the past years, be said, 
the traffic department faced a 
real problem in controlling road 
traffic and road accidents,” but 
now we are beginning to over- 
come this problem and have gone 
a long way to achieve good re- 
sults.” 

He said that increase in public 
awareness of traffic matters, the 
work of private and public orga- 
nisations to control and stem acci- 
dents on the roads and improve- 
ment in road conditions have all 
contributed to tbe department’s 
good results. 


?KR Shipping company boosts profits 


AMMAN: (J T-) — The Jordan 
Nathraal- Shipping litres Com- 
puny (JNSLQ last year collected' 
JD3.229,75fff — 

its opcOTtions-und distributed^ 
refcads at tbe rate of 20 peFceut 
to tbfc shareholders, thecarapany 
‘Managing Director Yasser AlTal : 
announced here Saturday. 

Addressing a press conference, 
Tal said the company Jnatte re- 
markable adueveanents in tire 
1980s anif helped, tire Kingdom 
earn badly needed hard currency. 

‘The past . 10 years presented 
the company with rasHCxoit&chal- ■ 
tenges due to fluctuations m trade 
and maritime trampari Ton the 
one hand and freight rates the 
other,” he said.:. 

. Tal, who was speaking at the 
company’s tenth anniversary, 
announced that last year the com- 
pany succeeded in laun c h ing a 
new maritime route in coopera- 
tion with the North Yemenr strip- 
ping company for the transporta- 
tion of ocHjtarnejes from European 
ports to Aqaba and Nweibeh 5a 
Sinai. 


- Last year tire company purch- 
ased a 16,000-tonne cargo vessel 
named “Jordan T] to transport 
general goods and launched a 
-new maritime-route- to -tb c- P ar 
East, Tal added, ..... 

The JNSLC has now estab- 
lished a specialised department 
. for hiring and renting ships, a 
project considered the fust of its 
kind in the Middle EasL 

“This department now helps 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company and tire Jordan-based 
Arab Potash Company to trans- 
port their products,” Tal said. 

He said last year die company 
hired 93 cargo vessels of an over- 
all cargo capacity of one million 
tonnes for the benefit of these 
companies. 

Referring to the company’s 
fleet of vessels, Tal said the com- 

- psny now owns two 13,000-tonne 

- vessels: Mata and Bader, bought 
in 1982 and 1983 and two 22,000 
tonne vessels: Hittin and 
Karameh, with the latter two 

' mainly used to 1 transport phos- 
phate and potash. 


WHO to hold 43rd meeti ng 


- AMMAN . (Petra> . — Health 
Minister Mohammad Addoob Al 
_ Zaben left for Geneva. Saturday _ 
^^*aid;he_wiU attend thus open-- 
mg of tbe World . H e a l th Orga- 
msation's (WHO) 43rd meeting 

due to take place Sunday. 

'”1116 meeting is to dfcaas-foe 
killer disease AIDS (acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome) and 
breast feeding among a wide 
range of topics of concern, to all 
nations," Zaben said. In a state- 
ment before departure. 

During . his stay in Geneva, 
Zaben said he would attend an 
extraordinary meeting of the . 
Arab heahh.arinisters council to 
discuss inter-Arab cooperation in 
means of combatting- infectious ■ 
diseases. 

. The. Arab meeting in Geneva, 

' he said, is e xp e cted to discuss tire 
general beam conditions in the 
occupied Arab territ ories and tbe 
prospect of Palestine jommg the 
World Health Organisation’s 
membership. 


As Zaben- left for Geneva, the 
Ministry of Health in cooperation 
with the . General Union of 
Vdhmtuy Society (GUVS) in 
Jordan held a one-day seminar to 
discuss the rale of the voluntary 
rodents in protecting the public 
against no-commuxiicaUe dis- 


“ N on-comxnunica ble diseases 
which range from cancer, road 
accidents, smoking, heart dis- 
eases, and drug adcfiction and 
handicaps, account for 80 . per 
cent of the total number of dis- 
eases which result in death in the 
advanced nations and 50 per cent 
in the developing countries;” 
according to Dr. Mohammad 
Shrean from the Health Ministry. 

The mortality rate from such 
diseases in Jordan, he said, is 65 
per cent. 

Shreirn said the figures indicate 
the enormous problem at hand, 
and one which should be dealt 
wixh. promptly. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITION 

* Art afcfinfiua by HaarfsAl Iraqi st tire Royal Cultural Centre. 


* Charity bazaar dfeptajfng brass and woodworks, ce n irotea , 

- photo# depleting the Jordanian enrirutuaeni and 

Tufamfa- mid cuUnn A books at Al ‘Awda Gab, Zsnp. 


* Ledm, fo Arabic, on “Omm Crttfcfeu In Jordan” by 
tr— - f Abu id tbe British Conacfl — titi» pjn. 


Jordan 
moves to 

ffaOBor : slcso 

water aasM 
shortages 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan ex- 
pects to face sharp shortages of 
water supply in the near fatare 
and to turning Ks attention to 
the prospects of benefiting from 
Don-traditional water resources 
Hke recycling treated waste wa- 
ter to be used tn fanning, de- 
salination of water and the uti- 
lisation: of water to be reflected 
from Yarnuwk River to Al 
Wahdeh dam, according to 
Ministry at Water and Irriga- 
tion Secretary-General 
Mnatazz Al BflbefaL 

A total of 733 minion cubic 
metres of water b now cflstri- 
buted atwwinHy for nnmfcfpal, 
industrial, domestic and agri- 
cnltural use, up from 464 mu- 
Hoa cubic metres in the 1980s, 
BHbefei told the opening session 
‘ of a six-day regional seminar on 
Sustainable Rural Wafer Supp- 
ly Development which opened 
Id Amman Saturday. 

Sponsored by the World 
Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
regional Centre for Environ- 
mental Health Activities 
(CEHA) which b based in Am- 
man, the seminar b focusing 
attention on various strategies 
for the development of water 
supplies and rural schemes and 
the role of the local communi- 
ties in providing backing Cor 
such projects in their respective 


- The seminar, which b being 
held in cooperation with tbe 

Economic Development Institu- 
tion (EDI) of the World Bank, 
-the Ministry of Health, the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion and the Water Authority of 
Jordan, b attended by 30 en- 
gineers and specialists from 14 
countries in tbe Near East re- 


“ Nearly 97 per cent of the 
total population of Jordan now 
receives water suppBes from 
networks, up from 67 per cent 
in the early 1980s,” BUbefcd 
told the meeting. 

He attributed these increase 
to tire population growth, and 
expanding agrknfoaral and In- 
dustrial projects, but he said 
water resources are becoming 
scarcer each year, and financial 
tends for planning new projects 
are meagre. 

He said proper rationalisa- 
tion of wader use should be 
fanplanented and underground 
water resources should be bet- 
ter w riH uit- 

Tbe Marion was opened by 

VT. ..lav . mifi.. UAuamaJ 

MrJIilll IrllHIflllllilnU 

Addonh Al Zaben 


Special 


MAP organises walk to raise funds for Palestinians 

By Sana Atiyeh 

ial io tbe Jordan 


Times 


AMMAN — A few thousand 
people are expected to walk 23 
kilometres next Friday in an 
effort to raise funds to help 
medical projects for Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, accord- 
ing to Nadia Alami, secretary 
of the local chapter of Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP). 

The sponsored march, under 
the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, honorary chairman of 
MAP in Jordan, will start at 
the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel at 8:30 a.m., and will 
end at “Khirbat Abu Jaber” 
near Kan Zaman. at Yadudah, 
where a “souk baJadi" (tradi- 
tional bazaar) will be set up, 
Alami explained. 

She told the Jordan Times 
that 2 J00 people have already 
signed up for the walk and more 
are expected to show up on 
the morning of the scheduled 
walk. 

“Participants can either have 


someone else sponsor their 
walk or they can pay for their 
participation by coming to our 
offices and picking up sponsor 
forms and buying foe MAP 
T-shirts. Or they can show up 
at foe Intercontinental Hotel 
Friday at 8 a.m. to buy foeir 
participation card and T- 
shin,” Alami told foe Jordan 
Times. 

This is the first official fund- 
raising activity for MAP since 
its establishment in Jordan last 
month. 

The marchers will walk past 
the Third Circle Co the Seventh 
Circle, where they will bead 
towards foe airport road to the 
gas station and turn off at tbe 
Abu Jaber site. 

“The walk will be divided in 
eleven two-kilometre stations, 
walkers will collect a new card 
at each station.” Alami said. 
“They can walk as much as 
they want, but foe minimum 
distance is two kilometres in 
order to get at least foe first 
card ” 

* The participants must ail 
cany foe cards in order to use 
foe facilities available, Alami 


explained, adding that free 
food and drinks will be pro- 
vided along foe route at every 
station. “Buses and shuttles 
will also be available to trans- 
port people either back to foe 
hotel or to foe souk,” she said. 

In addition, an ambulance 
will be nearby at ail times in 
case of emergency, and police 
will be around to- ensure safe- 
ty from traffic. 

“When the participants 
reach the destination, at 
approximately 11:30, a souk 
designed like the bazaar of old 
Jerusalem will be set up where 
they can buy all sorts of home- 
made traditional Arabic foods, 
including pickles and cheese. 
There will also be fresh veget- 
able stands and foe people can 
have a light lunch, such as 
hamburgers, falafel and sha- 
warma sandwiches,’* Alami 
said. 

The souk will open free of 
charge to foe public (walkers 
and non-walkers) at 11 and run 
until 7 p.m. that day, where 
Alami said, there will be some 
Jordanian TV celebrities enter- 
taining foe public. 


“All foe tends raised will go 
to our medical projects for 
'Palestinians living under Israeli 
occupation where our work is 
concentrated,” Alami said. 

Since MAP’s establishment, 
as a non-political, humanita- 
rian chainy organisation in 
Britain after foe massacres of 
Sabra and Shatila in Lebanon 
in I9S2, over 50 medical pro- 
jects were initiated by the 
organisation in all areas of the 
occupied territories. 

Voluntary medical teams for 
MAP comprise orthopaedic 
surgeons, neurosurgeons, 
neurologists, emergency 
surgeons, specialised nurses 
and physiotherapists who train 
Palestinian medical staff in 
Arab hospitals and health cen- 
tre^ there. 

MAP also provides medical 
equipment needed in the 
health centres, Alami ex- 
palined. 

Dr. Rnfiq Husseini, director 
of MAP in London, told the 
Jordan Times during a recent 
visit to Jordan that medical 
help is now one of foe most 
important things needed for 


Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

“The Israeli army now aims 
at seriously wounding in an 
attempt to handicap the 
Palestinians participating in 
the uprising. The shooting is. 
mostly in foe head and back- 
bone so as to paralyse them; so 
foe victims need constant treat- 
ment and therapy as a result,” 
Husseini said. 

Participating in tbe spon- 
sored walk is Dr. Swee Chai 
Ang, orthopaedic surgeon who 
witnessed the massacres of 
Sabra and Shatila and 
documented her testimonies in 
her book "From Beirut to 
Jerusalem.” 

Ang will also deliver a 
lecture at the Professional 
Associations Complex on the 
evening of May 12 on her 
experience in foe Gaza Strip 
during foe uprising. 

Those interested m prticipat- 
ing in tbe fund-raising walk on 
Friday can contact MAP on 
telephone 611065 or visit the 
offices at the Riyad Centre at 
Third Circle. 


31 8 families to be evicted 
from Lawzieh district homes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 318 
limited-income families are 
threatened with displacement in 
the wake of a court order asking 
them to evict the homes where 
they have been living since 1948. 

A report in Al Dustour Arabic 
daily said the 318 poor families 
live in 300 homes built in Lawzieh 
district near Ras Al Ain in foe 
heart of Amman, but a court has 
ruled that the 34-dunum land on 
which their houses had been 
erected belongs to other owners 
who are demanding eviction. 

According to the report, water 
and electricity supplies have been 
cut to these homes io accordance 
with a court order which is being 
carried out in the presence of 
police officers. 

Tbe residents said foe land 
owners were demanding JD 
90,000 for each dunum of land to 
make it impossible for the present 
residents to hold on to the dis- 
puted property. 

The report said the verdict 
issued by the Amman First Inst- 
ance Court was approved by the 
of Appeal andthe Court of 
Cassation, and - eviction" was now - 
inevitable unless tbe government 


f ade other arrangements. 

Al Dustour also reported that a 
building near foe old market 
place downtown Amman was to 
be palled down to make way for 
street expansions. 

The report says the building 
houses several stores whose own- 
ers have been occupying it for 30 
years. It said foe merchants and 
store owners had refused to re- 
ceive an order from the Amman 
municipality to leave the premis- 
es within 48 hours to allow for 
municipal workers to start de- 
molishing the building. 

The report said several mer- 
chants bad sent cables of protest 
to Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
stating that the stores were the 
only means of livelihood for them 
and their families. 

Parliament member Man sour 
Murad, who met with foe mer- 
chants, voiced support for their 
cause and said the eviction would 
only increase foe number of un- 
employed people in Jordan; he 
demanded that the Greater Am- 
man Municipality offer the mer- 
chants- substitute' stores before 
demolition begins.-- 


Jordan might benefit from 
gigantic solar energy plant 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Council for Science and Technol- 
ogy (HCST) is currently under- 
taking a feasibility study to set up 
a solar power plant foal can 
produce 30 megawatts of electric- 
ity, HCST Secretary-General 
Abdullah Touqan announced 
Saturday. 

Speaking in a television inter- 
view Touqan said once it is set up 
it would be foe largest of its kind 
in tbe world, but studies would 
take up to two months to be 
.completed before practical steps* 
can be carried out. 

“Jordan is among 60 nations 
chosen to have colossal solar 
energy plants in accordance with 
a proposal put forth by Spain, 
Sweden, USA, West Germany 
and Switzerland," Touqan said. 


He said the project is esti- 
mated to cost 200 million DM and 
could be completed by 1994. 

Touqan told his interviewer in 
the weekly programme “Encoun- 
ter” that the (HCST) also plans 
to set up a major project for the 
desalination of sea water by solar 
power. 

“This project is also to be used 
for water heating and for explor- 
ing renewable energy resources,” 
Touqan added. 

The HCST is now contemplat- 
ing the idea of an agro-industrial 
scheme should sufficient special- 
ists be available, according to 
Touqan. 

He said in the course of the 
project a biotechnology centre 
would be established, bm gave no 
details. 


Municipal 


to be held 
in Zarqa 

ZARQA (Petra) — Municipal 
elections in Zarqa will be held on 
May 15 and nomination of candi- 
dates for foe members of the 
municipal council will begin on 
May 8, 1990. according to an 
official announcement here 
Wednesday. 

According to the announce- 
ment, a total of 63,470 eligible 
voters are expected to take part 
in the election to choose their 
representatives at foe new coun-. 
cfl, foe first in 12 years. 

The candidates are expected to 
form themselves into five diffe- 
rent blocs together grouping 49 
candidates with only six candi- 
dates running independently. 

The announcement said the 
various blocs have already 
embarked on a series of activities 
which include seminars, distribu-^ 
tfoii of j^ogaganda leaflets con- 
taining policy statements and 
programmes mid explmning the 
various services projects to be 
carried out by tbe municipality 
like building roads, public gar- 
dens, car parks and supporting 
local clubs and cbaritable 
societies’ activities. 

Several would-be candidates 
said that they believed Zarqa 
lacks proper health and municipal 
services and wish to run for elec- 
tions in order to contribute to 
serving their townspeople. 

Another announcement said 
municipal elections in tbe nearby 
Ruseifa town would take place on 
June 7, and nomination of candi- 
dates would stan May 13. 

In Maffaq, it was announced 
Wednesday that everything was 
set for Thursday's municipal elec- 
tions. A total of 12,226 voters are 
eligible to take part in the elec- 
tion to choose 10 people from a 
group of 25 candidates. 

Mafraq deputy-governor 
Mahmoud Al Sari said voters 
would cast ballots at 22 voting 
centres and counting of votes 
would take place at 11 centres. 


CAIRO (J.T.) — The -general 
assembly of the Jordanian-Egyp- 
rian Holding Company opened a 
meeting here Saturday under the 
co-chairmanship of Egyptian 
Minister of International Coop- 
eration Maurice Makramallah 
and Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ziyad Fariz. 

The meeting followed a visit by 
foe two ministers to foe site of a 
joint project being carried out 
under the holding company's 
umbrella. 

The project, which is being 
implemented in Egypt, is set up 
on 22,000 dunums of land to raise 
cattle and sheep as well as animal 
feed. The project is expected to 
cost $20.2 million. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, foe assembly dis- 
cussed different aspects of foe 
joint projects in addition to other 
schemes to be implemented by 
the holding company, which was 
created in 1988 with a $50 million 
lcapital. 

I - Agriculture cooperation 

In Cairo, Minister of Agricul- 
ture Suleiman Arabiyat held talks 
with his Egyptian counterpart 


Peace march to go ahead 


(Continued from page 1) 

support for foe Palestinian upris- 
ing and the Palestinian people's 
quest for an end to Israeli occupa- 
tion and the restoration of 'their 
inalienable rights, including the 
right to an independent state on 
their national soil; a call on IsraeL 
for the initiation of immediate 
negotiations with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
and mobilisation of international 


efforts to push for a just, compre- 
hensive settlement in the Middle 
East based on the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people as 
enshrined in the various Arab 
summit and United Nations re- 
solutions as well as the declara- 
tions by the Palestine National 
Council.” 

“How can anyone defy or chal- 
lenge such a noble cause?” asked 
the spokesman. 


S. African extremists cool 


(CeBtfanred from page 1) 

The two sides said they would 
establish a “working group” to 
try to resolve obstacles to full 
consinitional negotiations. 

Pro-apartheid CP leader 
Andries Treumicht said Mandela 
wanted "to intensify tbe armed 
struggle to prevent de Klerk from 
backtracking from negotiation." ■ 

Asked if he would accept an 
invitation to join full negotia- 
tions, he replied: “We haven’t 
decided not to participate... but 
there are certain non-negotiables 
— our existence as a (white)' 
nation and our claim to our 
land," he told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview. 

“Mr. Mandela denies the real- 
ity of the white nation... we are 
for peace, but peace has certain 


conditions, one of which is recog- 
nising foe variety of South Afri- 
ca’s peoples,” he said. 

The CP advocates old-style 
apartheid, maintaining that 
separating South Africa's whites, 
blacks, coloureds (people of 
' mixed race) and Indians is foe 
only way to keep foe peace. 

hi Johannesburg, police fired 
tear-gas and rubber bullets to 
dispense 100 former policemen' 
and prison warden preparing to 
march to police headquarters to 
protest against racism in the 
police force and prison service. 

Since de Klerk’s reformist gov- 
ernment took power seven 
months ago, blade staff in foe two 
-services have staged sporadic 
anti-racist demonstrations and 
sit-ins at prisons and police sta- 
tions. 


Panel on 


(Continued from page 1) 

at foe end of foe meeting. 

The commission members, 
added the statement, have agreed 
to set up a bureau chaired by the 
commission chairman and his de- 
puties and the commission rap- 
porteurs with a secretarial office 
which will employ staff to carry 
out the administrative functions. 

The bureau will meet at foe 
instructions of the commission 
chairman to follow up work by 

the various sub-committees, the 
statement added. 

The General Commission is to 
bold its next meeting at tbe Royal 
Court next Saturday to discuss 
foe remaining points in the prop- 
osed statute. 


Rabin fears 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bank for 29 months. 

Other countries, including foe 
United States, term foe settle- 
ments an obstacle to peace but 
construction has increased since 
Labour’s withdrawal from gov- 
ernment as it removed a con- 
straint on Shamir. 

Rabin, who wants to regain foe 
leadership of Labour which he 
lost to Peres in 1977 after a 
financial scandal, and Peres 
should be replaced as party 
leader. 


Joint holding company 
opens talks in Cairo 


Yousef Wali on cooperation in 
agriculture, increasing exchanges 
of fanning products and exper- 
tise. 

Jordan proposes to increase its 
products of tomato paste, and 
bananas to Egypt, according to 
Petra. 

Discussion covered the pros-, 
pect of Jordan benefiting from 
Egypt's expertise in certain fruit 
trees like palm trees, and 
fisheries. 

A meeting by agriculture 
ministers of the four member 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) to be held in Amman in 
foe first week of the coming 
month was also discussed in 
Cairo. Petra added. 

Following the meeting, Ara- 
biyat was quoted as saying that 
Jordan proposed that the ACC, 
which groups Jordan, Egypt, 
North Yemen and Iraq, should 
import term requirements in bulk 
and carry out Joint projects and 
step up cooperation in the field of 
crop exchanges. 

Arabiyat was taken on a tour of 
fishing industries, agricultural 
schemes and a site where the 
holding company is currently im- 
plementing a lean-meat project. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Al Ruwished gets new hospital 

AMMAN (Petra) — National Medical Institution (NMI) acting 
Director General Na’el Al Ajlouni will open Monday Al Ruwished 
hospital in the eastern desert region. The hospital, the only one in 
foe region, will serve the region’s citizens and travellers on 
Amman-Baghdad highway. NMI Public Relations and Information 
Director Kayed Hijazi said the hospital was provided with modern 
equipment and first aid centre. X-ray section and a pharmacy. 

Iraqi university delegation due here 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation representing Baghdad Universi- 
ty’s Faculty of Pharmacy will arrive Thursday in Amman in response 
to an invitation by the University of Jordan. The University of 
Jordan's department of cultural relations said that it had prepared 
for the visiting delegation a programme that includes visits to 
pharmaceutical institutions and several archaeological and touristic 
sites. The visit by the Iraqi delegation which includes 40 students 
and a number of teaching staff, aims at enhancing and promoting 
the various fields of cooperation between the two universities. 

YWCA prepares for tennis games 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Young Women Christian Association 
(YWCA) will organise a spring tennis tournament between May 9 
and IS at foe YWCA. The tournament is open. to adults over 21 
years and is for mixed doubles, men's doubles and ladies and 
ladies' doubles games. Registration deadline is May 7. 

Science exhibition opens at Mu’ta 

KARAK (Petra) — A scientific exhibition was opened Saturday at 
Mu'ta University. The exhibition, which is organised by the 
university annually, aims at acquainting school students with 
experiments contained in tbe school curricula in fields such as 
mechanics, electricity, physics, biology and computer science. The 
ten-day exhibition was opened by the university's vice-president for 
planning and development affairs. 

.Computer society elects officials 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The general committee of the Jordan Compu- 
ter Society has elected a new administrative committee for 
1990-1992. Faiez Al Qudsi was foe winner of the largest number of 
votes cast by the 190 members who voted. The Jordan Computer 
Society represents 30 companies and has 450 members. The new 
administrative committee includes Said Shuqum, Hussein Al 
Qawasmeh, Hazem Milhera, Hi sham Barghouti, Marwan Bataineh 
and Ghazi Al Qaront. 

University plans Scientific Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 10th Scientific Day of the University of 
Jordan’s Faculty of Medicine will be held next Monday. Member of 
the faculty’s scientific research committee Samih Abul Ragheb said 
foe Scientific Day, which will be opened by foe university 
president, includes 20 research presentations in medicine. The 
activities of tbe first Arab calligraphy week will open at the 
university next Saturday. The week, which is organised by foe 
.university's Arab Calligraphy Club on foe occasion of the King- 
dom’s Independence Day, indudes an exhibition by Jordanian 
calligraphers featuring documentary films and awards and trophies 
to winners in last year's f Ajab calligraphy competition. 
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Re 

school vacations 


SECONDARY and elementary students have just 
concluded more than a two-week vacation which is just 
one month away from the end of the school year. 
Whoever thought up this long break in the scholastic 
year at this time of year needs his judgement be 
re-examined. There is no dtsceorable justification for 
sacrificing moderate weather conditions in May in 
favour of starting the scholastic year too early in the 
sweltering heat of August, or end it too late in June. 
There was a time when school breaks in Jordan were 
more in tune with Jordanian weather conditions and 
more consistent with school breaks elsewhere in the 
Middle East region. This is not to mention the marked 
discrepancy between school and university vacations 
which threw a wrench unto family p lanning for the 
summer. 

Many educationalists have voiced concern at the 
1988 abrupt changes in school vacation periods which 
were introduced by the previous government. It was 
pointed out then that Jordan ought to be prepared to 
play a regional educational role just like Lebanon used 
to do. And to perform that role, which incidentally 
also has an economic dimension, our policymakers 
need to think regionally instead of parochially. Clearly 
the current programme for school breaks is out of tune 
with regional policies and practices and as such calls 
for a quick rectification. This is then the right time to 
announce a new policy on such an Important subject. 
In this vein it would be a good idea to canvass the 
opinion of teachers and students ora this matter instead 
of leaving it op to few officials who may or may not be 
well versed in all the dimensions of the issue. And what 
better time to start this process of reviewing this 
subject than now and prior to the end of the school 
year? After two years of trial and error in this field, all 
concerned have now ample feedback on the 1988 
decision to change school vacation times. Such findings 
need to be examined thoroughly and above all demo- 
cratically in order to best serve Jordanian students’ 
and their families’ overall interests. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITOR9ALS 


Al Ra*i daily on Saturday warned the public against hostile 
rumours being spread about by the Israeli enemy, and said that 
rumours can be an efficient tool in the hands of enemies serving as 
part of the psychological war against the Arab Nation. The paper 
said that unity within the Jordanian family and awareness on the 
part of individuals can thwart any plot in the form of rumours 
directed against Jordan. The present democratic atmosphere in 
the Kingdom and the keenness on the pan of the Jordanian 
citizens to foil Israel's conspiracies are guarantees for the 
Jordanian people in the face cf hostile Zionist actions, said the 
paper. With dear reference to Israel’s latest rumour about the 
arrest of an army officer in Jordan for his alleged dealings with the 
enemy, the paper said that the army, like all other executive, 
legislative and judidal institutions in the Kingdom can be counted 
on as reliable, and a source of pride for all Arabs. The paper said 
that Israel and the enemies of the Arab Nation have dearly 
resorted the rumours as the last "arrow" with which they can 
attack this nation. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily expresses the view that the Jordanian 
people and the Arab Nation at large should not organise a peace 
maidi to the Jordan River bridges as professional unions are now 
planning to do. Tareq Masarweh points out that Israel and the 
United States do not understand the language of dialogue and 
appeal winch the Arabs have been adopting ever since they lost 
their Palestinian land. The writer notes that the longer the Arabs 
kept talking about peace and begging the United States, the 
European Community and others to come to their aid, the more 
stubborn their Israeli enemy became. Masarweh reminds the 
Arabs that Israel wants all of Palestine to remain as the land of 
Israel, and therefore, the Arabs should consider seeking all of 
Palestine for the Palestinians, and never to surrender or to resort 
to meek methods for regaining their rights in their homeland. He 
says the Arabs should not act as if Palestine is not of their concern 
and it is for others to save it for them, but should rather take 
action in practice and not in theory. He says the Arabs want to 
regain control of their legitimate land in the Ahwaz. Iskandaroun 
and Palestine; and no less than that demand should be sufficient 
because there is no other choice. 


Al Dnstonr daily on Saturday commented on Israel's adamant 
position with regard to the construction of settlements on Arab 
lands in Palestine. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has just 
announced his intention to set up 14 new settlements on Arab 
lands and to seek United States' help to get millions of dollars to 
settle Jewish immigrants on them, the paper noted. At the same 
time, we bear some voices in the U.S. administration denouncing 
the construction of Jewish settlements in the occupied Arab 
territories, which totally contradicts what is actually happening in 
Palestine. The paper noted that had it not been for American 
constant support and help to the Israelis, they could have never 
pursued their settlement programmes and never declared their 
intention of absorbing 300.000 Jews annually in Palestine. 
Political circles in the United States are clearly exercising 
hypocrisy and underhand dealings with the Arabs at a time when 
the U.S. ad m i nis tration provide the Israelis with the means to 
maintain their occupation of Arab land and to settle more Jews in 
the occupied territory, the paper pointed out. 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabed Fanefe 


Exchange rate , i 



UNTIL the economic crisis 
of 1988, Jordan used to enjoy a 
stable currency for many years. 
From 1951 to 1968 the Jordan 
dinar (JD) was pegged to the 
Sterling pound at 1 JD = 1 
Sterling pound. After the 14 
per cent devaluation of the 
Sterling in 1968, the dinar 
was pegged to the dollar 
at I JD = $2.80.( When the 
dollar was devalued in 1971 by 
10 per cent, the JD maintained . 
its value and became equal to 
$3.11. And when the dollar 
became volatile, the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) in 1974 
shifted to the Special Drawing 
Rights (SDR) at 1 JD = SDR 
2.579. 

The dinar continued to be 
pegged to SDR’s irrespective' 
of the domestic inflation rate 
which was running at slightly 
higher rate than the weighted 
average of the countries where 


the SDR components origin- 
ated. This resulted in over- 
valuation of the JD, winch 
started to accumulate over the 
years. By 1986 the IMF experts 
estimated the di ffe r was 
around 20 per cent overvalued. 

The government refused to 
devalue. The loss of competi- 
tiveness in the export market 
was compensated by generous 
Arab financial aid, extensive 
foreign borrowing and the con- 
sumption of the CBJ reserves. 


Until mid 1986 the variation 
of the exchange value of the 
JD against SDR was not 
allowed to exceed 2.25 per cent 
np or down. But since the CBJ 
started to reduce the exchange 
rate of the JD at 1 per cent a 
month. People did not feel it 
because they usually think -in 
terms of dollars and the dollar 
itself was depredating. The re- 


sult was higher prices for other 
foreign currencies especially 
the German mark and the 
Japanese yen. 

The creeping devaluation 
was too tittle and too late to 
make the adjustment. But 1988 
the confidence in the dinar was 
deeply shaken. People started 
to speculate against die JD. 
Capital Sight became more ac- 
tive and the reserves of the 
CBJ dropped to almost zero. 
By October 10, 1988, CBJ 
closed its foreign exchange 
window, and floated the JD. In 
effect CBJ was unable to pro- 
tect the old fixed exchange rate 
or, for that matter, any rate. 
The JD took a dive. 

Since Aug. 6, 1989, CBJ 
restored control and was able 
to support the JD and improve 
its exchange rate gradually 
from $1 = JD 0.88 to SI = 
JD 0.675 by the end of Febru- 


ary 1990. Since then JD stabil- 
ised. 

The IMF experts believe 
that the current exchange rate 
of toe JD is realistic, or even 
slightly undervalued, but some 
analysts in toe country believe 
CBJ may not be able to 
protect toe stability of toe JD 1 
for long in an atmosphere of 
high domestic inflation. The 
current policy is that exchange 
rate will hold at the current 
rate, at least through 1991. 
Later on, the exchange rate 
has to respond to the relative 
inflation. 

Inflation rate was high dur- 
ing the seventies and early 
eighties, when the economy 
was growing fast, fuelled by 
petrodollars pouring on the 
country from .oil rich Arab 
countries and remittances from 
300,000 Jordanian expatriates 
working in toe Golf stales. 


Recession started in - 1982, 
when 03 prices started to de- 
cline and Middle East econo- 
mies began to retreat. Inflation 
slowed down gradually to zero 
in 1986 and to minus 0.2 per 
cent in 1987. The stability of 
domestic prices was possible 
due to local recession on the . 
one hand which reduced de- 
mand, and toe strong dinar 
which lowered the cost of im- . 
ports form around 50 per cent 
of the contents of consumption 
and investments on the other. 

However, the inflation was 
ignited by the drop in exchange 
rate. Ibices jumped by 10.6 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of 
1988, an annual rate of over 
42-5 per cent. Prices continued* 
to rise all through 1989- 

As far as the futur e is con- 
cerned, the official projection, 
for inflation during 1990 is 10 
to 12 per cent as projected by 


toe IMF programme and con- 
firmed by the minister of fi- 
nance. However, indpeudent 
economists think -that -the 
actual inflation rate may be 
higher (above .15 per cent). 
They accept the fact that if tbs 
>y<4»>nge rate continued to star 

bilise, the inflation rate wiB be. 
much lower, but they point oat 
the extremely high rates in 
.inflation recorded during -the 
last three months of 1989* and 
did not subside in the first 
quarter of 1990. . • 

It is agreed that inflation in 
Ionian is inspired by costs-- of 
imports (cost push). However 
the overall connection was .that 
inflation follows the lead of 
exchange rate. Every percen- 
tage point rise in foreign ex- 
change against the JD resulted 
in at least half a percentage, 
point in the domestic level of 
prices. 
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NATO raises the stakes in 


power play for Europe’s future 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — NATO, dismis- 
sed by many as a relic of the cold 
war, has raised the stakes drama- 
tically in its bid to remain a 
dominant force in the future of 
Europe. 


Alliance foreign ministers 
agreed at a meeting May 3 to 
scrap controversial plans to mod- 
ernise short-range nuclear mis- 
siles and artillery, took a tough 
line with the Soviet Union on 
German unification and arms 
control and mapped out a course 
to transform their organisation. 

“NATO is preparing for the 
future... dearly, this alliance is on 
toe move, 7 Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner told a news 
conference. "The alliance is tak- 
ing advantage of toe historic 
opportunity to move beyond con- 
frontation to cooperation." 


complementary, rather than com- 
petitive, way," U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker said May 3. 

Whether or not his hopes are 
fulfilled, NATO is keen to con- 
vince the peoples of its 16 natrons 
that it is now on the political 
offensive and dispel the percep- 
tion that Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev makes the running on 
arms control. 


But NATO, founded in 19*9. 
and held together chrough^toe". 
years by massive Soviet defence 
spending, faces tough competi- 
tion as it seeks to remain the 
linchpin for transatlantic ties and 
take a leading role in shaping 
Europe’s future. 

The 12-nation European Com- 
munity (EC), gathering its forces 
for political and monetary union, 
is hoping to take on more of a 
role in security issues. 


Then there is the 35-nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), 
which lays out guidelines on hu- 
man rights, economic issues and 
security for all European and 
North American states, except 
Albania. 

“It is our hope and belief that 
these institutions dm act in a 


But the move bad not been 
expected so soon. 

It also pat an end to major and 
long-standing disagreements on 
short-range nudear forces (SNF) 
within NATO that, exactly one 
year ago, erupted in an embarras- 
sing row at a summit: 

The ministers' said they were 
prepared to talk with Moscow on 
cutting remaining SNF in Europe 
as soon as an agreement on re- 
ducing c onven tional forces in 
Europe (CFE) is signed. Pre- 
viously, they had insisted that the 
agreement would have to be im- 
plemented first. 

But they took an uncomprom- 
ising line with the Soviet Union, 
rejecting any suggestions that 
they should soften their approach 
while Gorbachev tries to save his 
ruined economy and deal with 
ethnic and nationalist unrest. 

They agreed that a united Ger- 
many should be a full member of 
toe Western alliance, dismissing 
Moscow's proposals that it should 
be neutral. “This is unacceptable 
to us," Woerner said. 

Both be and Baker said they 


To the Editor 


Let it be 


BEAR with me for a minute. Transcend all the existing norms 
and realities and let your creativeness guide you into the 
innermost tantalising figments of your imagination. Picture this 
future delineation and give me your honest and unbiased opinion. 

The year is 2010, a just peace is dominating our once troubled 
and volatile region. The Arabs are united under one umbrella, 
their economy flourishing and the future for our future genera- 
tions looks bright and promising. The Palestinian people are 
exercising, their political rights and are energetically busy in building 
a democratic confederacy. Israel’s fore m ost cocern of securing a 
safe border is vanished, now that peace prevails. Joint Arab 
Israeli projects well on their way to bear fruition. Agricultural 
development and cooperation in Sudan is ensuring a source of 
food for the region. Petrochemical industries supply the region 
with all the necessary products. Scientific research into medical 
fields is on the verge of a major breakthrough. The space 
■programme involving all the “Middle East Community'' countries 
is in rivalry if not exceeding many existing space schemes. A 
marvellous coexisting symbiosis, combining the technological 
advancement of Israel and toe zeal and affluence of the Arabs. 
The situation is now dear. The MiddIe~E&&tTlas emerged into a 
great power that is to a far extent, self-suffident and prosperous, 
where there is uniformity of interests and ’ tranquility of mind. 
People live in harmony irrespective of their various creeds. Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism preached complementary doctrines that 
are sufficient to ensure a peaceful coexistence. Now that you 
comprehend the picture, I ask you, can this be achieved? Is it in 
the interest of our children or is it fallacious? 

By the same token, I ask you to delve into the abyss and 
imagine another possible virion. The year is 1991. People are 
nervously discuss i ng the apocalypse as if it is around the comer. 
And they could be right, for the weapons of ultimate destruction 
are to our right and left. The Israeli ballistic missiles are launched, 
allowing few minutes prior to a total annihilation of any 
neighbouring country. Meanwhile, a retaliatory strike is to 
shower Tel Aviv with a highly toxic gas. Where are our children 
going to hide? Can it be avoided? Or is it a necessity? Ponder for a 
while, both situations are possible probabilities. Yet toe first is 
very difficult to accomplish, while the latter is as easy as pressing 
toe button. The road to peace is long and laborious, nevertheless 
quite fruitful. 

Alfred Einstein was once asked, "how will the third world war 
be fought?" "I don’t know about the third”, the visionary scientist 
replied, “bat the fourth will surely be fought with stones." 

Afi Matins 

Amman 


were optimistic that Moscow 
would come round to their point 
of view in talks cm the issue. 

By wrapping a united Ger- 
many, occupying a key strategic 
position in Europe, into the 
Western alliance, NATO will be 
able to rfawn political success and 
a continued role. 


The decision to drop mod- 
ernisation of the ageing Lance 
missiles, mostly based in West 
Germany, had been widely ex- 
pected because of the arrival of 
democracy in Eastern Europe, 
the prospect of German unifica- 
tion and the reduced Soviet 
threat. 


Woerner accused die Soviet 
Union of “fo ot-dragging” in die 
Vienna CFE talks. “We want to 
urge the Soviets to get on with 
it," be said. 

Moreover, ministers agreed 
that there would be no CSCE 
summit later this year, something 
for which Mo scow has pressed 
hard, unless a CFE agreement is 
signed. 

They also mapped out a series 
of meetings during the course of 
toe year that would determine the 
alliance’s future, giving it a more 
political role and revising military 
strategies that had once seemed 
as solid as the Berlin Wall. 

There frill be a NATO summit* 
meeting in London, probably in 
late June or early July. J ' 


Defence ministers are due to 
meet in Canada next week to 
discuss toe alliance’s new nudear 
strategy, likely to be based on 
air-launched missiles and bombs 
in future, and start preparing for 
SNF negotiations with Moscow. 

They will meet again at the end 
of May to talk about conventional 
aims and NATO foreign minis- 
ters will gather again in Scotland 
next month. 


Woerner, who flies to 
Washington next week for a 
meeting with U.S. President 
George Bush, is also due to visit 
Moscow, Prague and Warsaw in 
the next few months — the first 
NATO secretary-general ever to 
visit Warsaw Pact capitals. 


Gibraltar looks for 






a place in new Europe 


.# 


By Keith Grant 

Reuter 


GIBRALTAR — Europe’s last 
colony is worried about getting 
left behind in a continent whose 
political map is changing fast. 

The tiny British colony of Gib- 
raltar, occupying 2.75 square 
miles on tire southern tip of 
Spain, is becoming an anarchron- 
ism despite its strategic location. 
It is also fighting a reputation as a 
haven for dubious business deals 
— allegations which it denies. 

Spain’s Foreign Minister Fran- 
cisco Fernandez Ordonez com- 
plained recently that Gibraltar 
was a cancer on the continent and 
warned “there cannot be a com- 
mon bouse with a colony in 
Europe." 

Ceded by Spain in 1713, toe 
rock of Gibraltar lost its military 
value .after 1945, and Britain’s 
decision to cut tire 1,800 man 
garrison by 700 next year will 
make a big dent in the service- 
oriented economy. 

Quef Minister Joe Bossano is 
aware his mandate ends in 1992, 
the same year Europe becomes a 
single market, and that he has 
little time to prepare it for the 
new competitive era. 

“We have to bring Gibraltar up 
to tire standards of the rest of 
Western Europe,” Bossano, a 
former building worker with a 
degree in economics, said in a 
recent interview. 

Since he was elected in a land-, 
slide victory two years ago Bossa- 
no has begun an ambitious de- 
velopment programme be hopes 
will help project Gibraltar' as a' 
trading arid financial centre for 
Europe. Hb efforts have helped 
deposits triple since 1988., ■ 

The Socialist leader has tight- 
ened financial legislation follow- 


ing a scandal in Gibraltar* two 
years ago, and is shaking up the 
.rock’s sleepy civil service by halv- 
ing the highest-paid jobs and dos- 
ing down departments. 

Another priority, he says, will 
be to dean up Gibraltar’s rather 
seedy appearance, a situation 
that puts off viators and has 
sparked a campaign by a local 
heritage trust to try to improve 
public awareness about tire en- 
vironment. 

Gibraltar at times resembles a 
bazaar, a strange polyglot mix erf 
djellaba-dad Moroccans jostling 
with Jews, Spaniards and British 
expatriates along streets that 
could have been plucked from an 
English provincial town. 

Bossano, himself of Spanish 
extraction, is a fierce defender of 
Gibraltar’s status quo, and says 
he will not give up one inch of it 
despite miles between Madrid and 
London that began in 1985. 

Britain says it will not give up 
the colony against the wishes of 
its citizens, and no local politician 
dares to suggest any kind of 
agreement with Spain. 

“On the few occasions that an 
understanding with Spain has 
been suggested public reaction 
has been violent,” said Louis 
Triay, a prominent Gibraltar 
lawyer. 

Gibraltar’s associate mem- 
bership of the European Com- 
munity has not smoothed rela- 
tions with Spain. IF anything it 
has just made fife more compli- 
cated for Brussels. 

The territorial dispute held up 
an EC accord on liberalising air 
traffic for six months in 1987 as 
Spain did not recognise Gibraltar 
as a British airport. The impasse 
was resolved only when Britain 
and Spain agreed joint use of tire 
airport 


Bossano has nonetheless block- 
ed the accord, even thcmgb.it 
could lead to Spanish invdamenf : 
m airport expanson , seeing ft as a . 
first step to losing sovereignty. 

“I am in the business of stu- 
ping Spain from taking Gibral- 
tar,” he said . - . . - 

He would like to esgsaxid the 
airport to open links with Bexfiti. 
and other European centres hot - 
Gibraltar is c ur rently excluded 
from the EC air transport agree- 
ment, a ruling he is disputing m 
the EC courts. - . . 

Airport expansion would ; 
attract much-needed capital, , a - 
goal made harder by Spanish 
allegations of drugs smnggfiflg, 
money laundering and cigarettes . 
contraband, which Gibraltarians , 
see as an attempt to disbfedft 
rock as a viable commumty: 7 ’ ^ - 
Officials here admft-rontra- 
band in cigarettes is blatant and ; 
say an estimated 5400,000 worth 
a day are smugged inlb'Spa^ - 
Drngs smuggling-, dinstfte* 
through the .rtxk -is^rieiati^^n 
small, but Spanish officials cpfflv 
plain that Gibraltar-regju^ed' 
speedboats are used to trarapoit 
large quantities of hashish fttinr 
Morocco to the Costa del SbL 
Drug? and money laundobig:: 
loomed large in the last nnmd^of 
talks between Britain and 3pamin. 
Madrid last February. : ; _ - - 
“We have inv«tigated itodut 
30 cases of financial wrongdoing;' 
alleged in the Spanish pressed 
haven’t found any evidence yet,” 
said Bossano. 

British Foreign JMQmster.Doag- 
tas Hard said then his Spanish 
counterpart had produced no 
firm evidence to bade allegations 
of shady dealings, but d&T agree 
to include Gibndtar m an anti- 
drugs agreement signed - with 
Spain last year. ' . 
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^ .JIT- est presqae certain • 

^ f an projct-kH concernanr - 
iadbsoKition del’Etabl&sc- 
{EM) sera ' 

jp^sea*6. par I© gouveme- 
merit k la session 

p aii cmen taire extr ao rd r- 
fiairc, -pr£vue pour te’ 15 
td8L . fl y “ a im mmV le - 
rfirecteur de 1’EM, le doc- 
tear Abdul Salcrii Maj all a ' 
prtsentfi sa d&mssion. Son 
adjoint, lc doctenr Na€T 
Apotmi a pris sa succession. 

3 y a quelques jours. C*est 
ie duectetir.de l’EM depuis 
sa creation.- il y a moms de 
deux ans? Lors de ia demis- 
sion du DrMajali, un com- 
mcntateur dfi notre con- 

IrCrc “Al-Raf' a constat^ qce la mort dc i’EM etait 


ommnente. • • 

• Nous passons en revue tous ces fairs pour illustrer la 
confusion qui rfegne autoux de I’insutution. Sa brCve 
histojre coastitue un bel exesnple des decisions hStives et 
prdcipftees prises par les gouveme meats avant avril 1989. 
- Rappek>ns-nous: -l’id6e d’unifier les hdpitaux et les 
services nfedicaux offerts par le mhrisferc de la Same. 
FarmCe eijes-universuys, ©si we en avril 1988. En juin. 
une [pi cfeant i’EM itait predpitatnmeru adoptee par lc 
Parlement. D6but juillet, I’Etabiissemem nfedical entrait 
en fonction. le sujet ri’avait pas Cte suffisamment discufe, 
ui prise en consideration l’opposmcm de i 'Association dcs 
mCdedns- 

OflScjeDement , la creation de I’EM a 6tc justifi6e par 1c 
besoin de. copploriner les diffdrents secteurs du service 
public ; et . de rtduire fes depeases de FEtat dans le 
dommaine de fea santy._Sur le terrain, le nouvel organisme 
s’est trad ait par desekangements de structures et par des 
feglemenis : administratifs . cteroutams. D£s la premiere 
annde, le budget de 1’EM a 6t6 fi*y il 80 millions de dinars, 
alors que celai du minis t&re ne depass ait pas les 48 millions. 
A peine fondd, 1’EM a 616 accuse de «gaspillage». ft cause 
notamment de son Itncueux et gtgantesque s£ge loud ft 
' Shmeisani. On I’a ygafement accuse d'etre la concrd tisation 
des recommandations de la Basque mondiale, transmises 
aii gonvefnement jordamen debut 1988. 


Ambiguity, accusarions. doutes, mauvaise gestion: voilft 
comment I’insutution eii est airiyde k la situation actuelle. 


Ce qui impprte, . au-delk de 1* “Episode EM”, e’est 
d’examinerjtes repercussions de la politique de sanfe sur la 
popriation.: - 

,■ - II est ind^niable que le aiveau general de la sanfe s'est 
am^liort dan^te pays dOTuis quinze ans. L’acces aux soins. - 
pdptteltant ^phis” pauvres -d’w 
bfirifeBoer i tarife ^rei^tie symboiiques. Resukat: les 
hfipjtatpc et les. centres sanitaires du minisfere out corrnu 
. une forte surcharge, qui s’est fepercufee sur la quality de 
era cagamEaues.'-^ 

En'1986, lolsque la crise dcorionuque battait son plein, 
" oif a commence k cbercber le. moyen de r^dnire les 
d^jenses du bioiget. . Dans le me me temps, i’idde de faire 
payer les frais des- soins- par lc patient a fait son chemin. 
Pqux S la fbis financer l& 4, projet EM” et faire avaler ce 
changement radical de politique mddicale. on l’a tide k un 
antre projet, dit de. ‘Tassurauce sanrtaire totak”. Au lieu 
d'dfudier^ profonddment les dffifreots points de yue, le 
genivemement de Zeid Rifal a vile installe 1’EM avant de 
s’assurer de son financeriienL Les declarations faisani £tat 
cPune gestion de 1’EM air des «bases commercial es» ont 
ram&m^ les craintes dc ^ededrie dor^ oavant payde au 
^prbtJbrt. Or, faut-fl- rappcler que -plus de la moitie des 
Jozdaniens ne sont couverts pax ancune assurance sociale 
ou mfdicale? - . - 

■- Le «probkme de fmancement» a 6t6 avanc6 cemme la 
rnisqn directe de la (kurission du Dr Maj ali. pourtant 
r^put^ un homme competent. Mais qui ne connait pas les 
/jdifibcujtds feiancidres du gouvemement? La di^arition de 
rEtablissejnent semble done fatale. 

Hest encore ^in peu-tdt pour le confirmer. Le Rariement 
abra en effet ie dernier mot; Autant s’atiendre k des d6bats 
brafteux Sur le sujet, car; la condamnation de I’exp^rience 
deTEM ya peut-€ire marquer un toumant dans lapofitique 
cnyescs les dtablissements publics en g£n6ral. ^ 
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Le centre jordanien d‘enseignement artistique 




Ptonnier de Fart contemporaln 


N6 il y a 24 ans k Amman, le centre d’enseigne- d’anciens d^ves du centre. Aujotxrd’hui le CEA 
ment artistique (*) est incontestablement k I’origine compte quelque 304 6tudiants, mais fait face k de 
du mouvement artistique moderne en Jordanie. En slrieux probKmes mat^riels. 
temoignent les nombreux artistesdu pays qui sont 


En 1966, le peintre jordanien 
Mehana Derra rtu$sit A convain- 
cre les responsables da royaumc 
de fonder us centre d’enscignc- 
ment des Beaux Arts. Au mo is de 
septembre de la mfime annfie son 
souhait sc rdalisait: pour la pre- 
miere fois ca J or dame, uo Centre 
d’enseignement artistique (CEA) 
voyait ie jour, offrant d'enb!6e 
dcs cours de musique, de the&tre, 
(Tart plastique. d’une maniire 
academiquc ct sdcntifique. 

Lc but initial du CEA, dont il 
ne s'est jamais depart* depuis, 
itait de proppager la conscience 
artistique et d 'aider quiconque le 
desirait it d6velopper ses dons, 
grfice i un enseignement mod- 
erne, aux normes mternadonales. 
L’avinement de ce centre d’un 
nouveau genre attira rapidement 
un nombre important d'artistes 
aussj bien que des debutants, se 
Lm^ant avec enthousiasme, liber- 
ty et fraternity dans I'aventure. 

IIs dlveloppercnt le centre, alors 
installe dans les locaux de I’actuel 
centre amfricain, prds du 
troisteme cercle sur le djebel 
Amman. 

Le CEA est aujourd’hui con- 
sidy re com me le noyau, le pion- 
nier du mouvement artistique 
moderne en Jordanie. Son pre- 
mier directeur fut le musiden 
renomme Youcef Khachan. Ses 
assistants: dix acadymistes. char- 
ges d'assurer un enseignement de 
quality. 

•Carbons et filles, nous avons 
travailiy ensemble, dans un di- 
mat ami cal, sans sentir de grande 
diff6rence entre professeurs et 
ytudiants-, se souvient Mamoun 
Zobien. qui fut le premier yifeve 
de Tinstitut. «C*est un lieu oft 1'on 
a pass6 nos loisirs ft faire quelque 
chose de constructxf», ajoutc-t-H. 

Subventionnyes par 1'Etat. les 
etudes ont dfts la premiftre benre 
6ty entiftrement gratuites. 
L’adhysion ytant ouverte ft toils 
sans qu’i] soit ndeessaire de pos- 
s6der un dipldme, de nombreux 
Jordaniens, de milieux sodaux 
trfts diffyrents, out pu cxercer 
leur sens artistique. A vrai dire, 
beaucoup ont poursuivi leurs 
' ytudks ensuite’. notiftntnent ft ryp*- l,: 
"'ranger, et sont atijbiird’hm 
artistes J ad»uiplts. 'tfanni emr 
certains sont devenus profes- 
seurs, tel Mamoun Zobien on 
Youssef Baddawi, qui enseignent 
respectrvement la composition et 
le dessin dans les locaux actuels 
du CEA, ft Wadi Saqra. 

Ce dymynagement s’est rdvyk 
ndeessaire pour faire face ft l’af- 
fluence des artistes en herbes et 
des amateurs d’art. Le CEA se 
devait done de s’agrandir. Au- 
jourd’hui, il se compose de trois 
dypartements, partis sur trois 
ytages. L’un accueille les arts 
plastiques (peinture, graphisme, 
sculpture, c6ramique et callig- 
raphic arabe), oft (fix enseignants 
de niveau acaddmique assurent la 
fonnation dc 80 y lives disposant 
d’un matyriel ad hoc. Le second 
est coosacd ft I’enseignement 
tbyfttral, depuis la ryaHsation, 
jusqu'ft I’habillage en passant par 
la pnse de son. Vmgt quatre 
"6tudiants s’y perfectionnent sous 
la conduite de six professeurs. 
Enfin, le troiskme (Stage a 6t6 
rise rvi ft la musique, matiftre la 
plus pris6e: 200 enfants et adultes 
y pratiquent avec 12 enseignants, 
qui le piano, qui le ’oud, qui le 
violon... Autant d’instniments 



Aunfes I960: Us dtbuts do CEA... 


que le centre tente de mettre, le 
plus souvent possible, gratuite- 
ment ft la port6e des musiciens. 

Aux quelque 304 yiftves, que le 
centre accueille du samedi au 
jeudi entre 15h00 et I8h00, vien- 
nent s'en aj outer autant en 6ty. 
Ces derniers cboisissant de con- 
sacrer leurs vacances ft leur hob- 
by. «de pense que le centre jone 
un r61e important dans la vie 
culturelle mais aussi sociale des 
Jordaniens, paiticuliftrement des 
jeunes, estime Hazem Rifal, le 
directeur du CEA. Notre rftie 
prindpal ne consists pas ft former 
des artistes mais plutdt d ’aider les' 


gens, dfts I’ftge de cinq ans, ft 
yrudier les arts et ft faire de leurs 
loisirs un plaisir cosstructif et 
enrichissant*. 

Chaque annye, an mois de 
novembre, k CEA organise une 
exposition des travaux de ses 
ytudiants au centre culture! royal. 
Il offre aussi ft ces derniers l’occa- 
sion de participer ft ces manifesta- 
tions internationales, cotnme les 
expositions de rfessins d’enfants. 
En musique. le centre peat 
s’enorgueiUir d’avoir formy quel- 
ques uns des plus grands musi- 
dens du royaume, tel que Amer 
Madi. qui aujourd’hui dirige son 


propre orchestra, oil encore 
Antoine Chamoun, Ini aussi ft la 
tdte d’une formation in- 
strumentale. Le th^fttre n’est pas 
en reste. Les meiHeurs actems et 
actrices du pays sont pour la. 
plupart d’anciens ftndiants du 
CEA. Le centre pease aussi ft 
l’avenir. Depuis 6 mois, I’atelier 
musical met sur pied one chorale 
d’enfiasts. «Nous espyrons qu’elle 
donnera de bons rdsnltats*. 
sonli gn e Hazem Rifal. 

Nombreux sont ceux qui au- 
jourd’hui suggftrent la trans- 
formation du centre en Acadymie 
des Beax-Aits. Ses responsables 
n’y sont pas favo rabies, afo> de 
pryserver son ouverture ft tons les 
publics et non aux settles voca- 
tions artisrique. Le CEA sonffre 
cependant d’un manque crucial 
(fenseignants, et (Tespace eL.. 
d‘ argent. Certes, le minisfere de 
la Culture envisage un 

proche avenir d’appuyer la 
dycentrafisation des actndtys du 
centre et d’onvrir des atelieis 
semblables ft ceux d’Amman d«n« 
d'autres villes du royaume. On 
imagine cependant que Sa promo- 
tion artistique ne fait pas partie 
des prioritys budgytaires. 
Malheureusement. 


Sabbah al-HadidL 


(*) Centre cTeascigacaiCDt axlisziqac. 
Wadi Saqra (face i 1‘hOtel Phi- 
ladelphia). Til: 661020. 


Crise syndicale en Jordanie? 


Haydar Racbid: «La democratisation 
est notre objectif* 


Fin avril, les reprisentants de dix syndkats sur les 
dix-sept qui composent la F£d£ration g&n&rale des travail- 
leurs jordaniens (FGTJ) ont annonci la formation d’un 
** groupement syndical ddmoeradqne ”, veritable opposition 
d€dar£e an setn de la federation. Et ce , au lendemain de la 
doMtion du Conseil central de la FGTJ, qui a &nk nouveau 
Comife exScutif de la ceotrale syndicate. Haydar Racbid, 
president du syndicat des employes de banqne et porte- 
parole da nouveau groupement, expbque les raisons d’ou tel 
choix au “Joordain”. 
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jLe Jonrdalri: 1 Quds sont les 
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s^ndlcats ’qul formfent le 
“Groupement”? 


Haydar Racbid: Ce sont les 
syndicats des secteurs suivants: 
services publics; mines; textile; 
magasins; industrie 
alimentaire; 61ectricit6; ser- 
vices sanitaires; ports; im- 
primeries; banques et assur- 
ances. Ces syndicats totalisent 
39 dyiyguys sur les 95 que 
compte le Conseil central de la 
FGTJ. 


L. J.: Foorquoi contcstez-voos 
les rysubats des flections do 
Comity exCcutif par k Consefi 
central rfonl le 22 avril der- 
nier? 


H. R.: Nous nous soounes re- 
tirts parce que nous mettons 
en doute la fegitimity de la 
reprysentation de quatre syndi- 
cats, ft savoir ceux des travail- 
leuzs des transports rentiers et 
des mycaniriens, des trans- 
ports ayriens. des employ 6s 
des municipalit6s et, enfin des 
chemins de fer. Ces syndicats 
ont passd outre la lot du tra- 


vail. Par exemple, le ministftre 
du- Travail s’est dit d’accord le •' 
9 avril dernier pour “rfgiilaiis- 
er” la situation do syndicat des 
transports routiers dans cinq 
moins. Par consequent, les 
dyiyguys de ce syndical n'ont, 
poor 1’ he tire, pas le droit d’e- 
xercer le droit de vote au sein 
du Conseil central. Deinriftme 
objection: I’anden Comity ex- 
6cutif n'a pas present 6 son 
rapport financier complet de- 
vant Ie Conseil central. Et pour 
cause: le CE payait un salaire 
me nsa el ft un permanent syn- 
dical sans I’approbation du 
Conseil central. Qui doit en 
assume r la respousability et qui 
va payer la somroe? Trots&rae 
objection: Ie pidsident du Con- 
seil central a remplac6 des 
membres suppfeants par des 
membres effectife du Conseil, 
dans le but de ryunir le 
quorum. D n’a pas respecty le 
ryglement. Bref, nous vonlons 
que les rftgles dymocratiqoes 
soient respect 6es au setn <k la 
Fddyration.. 



Haydar Racbid. 


H. R.: Absohnnent pas. Nous 
sommes fondateurs de la 
FGTJ. Notre objectif est de 
sauver notre fyd6ration des 
pratiques anti-dymocratiques 
de la direction. Nous luttons ft 
I’intyrieur de la FGTJ par la 
voie dymocrafiqne. Nous re- 
fusons tout simplcment que la 
volonty des syndiqu6s soient 
truqu6e on d6fonn6e, cotnme 
cel a s’est produit dans les 
ddccnnics pr6c6dentes. Depiris 
la fevolte d’avrO 1989, la Jor- 
danie connait une aventure 
dymocratique, tant sur le plan 
politique que sur le plan sodaL 
Pourquoi les ouvriers n’en pro- 
file raient pas? La FGTJ doit 
jouer ce rdle en se conformant 
aux intyrets et aux aspirations 
de ceux qu’elle est ebargye de 
repr6senter. 


L. J.: Vous conskferez-vons 
comxne une scission de la 
F6d6ratk»? 


Propos recoeoBBs 
par Snlerman Sweiss. 








The First Class Hotel in 
^ Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
roomj 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servkfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


BrEASTEniU^B 

/" PfiCXMG. ^ 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen 


• JUMBO photo 
sh» 30% torpor 

* From onlorpo- 
mont 20 x 30 cm 


DOOR -TQ-DOCn SERVICES. 



WTBWAnONAL FORVUARXNG. 


Afl & SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL 621 775 FM CSS 273 jj 
L7U Z5Q23 POE S 


AMMAN- JCRO^N 


Sbtnrisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Sweficb tel: 823891 


Oryx Band & 
Oriental Belly-dancer 
Nariman Abboud 

ForraMrvaffon 
|L call M9006-15 a 

h * A. 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
availaDle 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7-30-11.30 pm 

After Phliadelphia Hotel 
-fowsds 3rd circle 


/ CHENS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bftrtoque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 
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RENT 

Sand! Real Estate 
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( Batman 
U Bt.& 2nd. 
tfClrcla 

I Jab*l Ammtoi 
tw-654205 
.Opan For 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 
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LUNCH & DINNER. 
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CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


Jordan Times ia 


Patriarcbe. Arriv6 mardi en Jordanie pour une visile de quatre 
jours, lc patiiarche grec-orthodoxe de jyrusalem, Mgr Diodoros I, a 
yfe regu mcrcredi par !e roi Hussein pub jeudi par Ie premier nunistre 
Moudar Badrane. Mgr Diodoros l, qui a mdiqu6 que sa venue ft 
Amman vbait ft informer les autoril^s jordaniennes des details de 
{'occupation d’un bfttiment orthodoxe par des colons juifs au coeur de 
la VBle Sainte, a rendu hommage ft la «solidarity islamo-chr6tierme» 
qui s’est manifest£e face ft cette situation. Le souverain hach6mite a 
pour sa part assury son hdte que le «sond [des Jordaniens] pour les 
Ueux saints dtrytiens relftve d’une question de prindpe (...) au-dessus 
de route consideration politique*. 


Prttt Le Foods koweitien pour le d6veIoppement 6conomique arabe 
(FKDEA) a accordy cette semaine un pret de 17 millions de dollars ft 
La Jordanie pour le finance mem des prejets de la Banque nationale 
de dyveloppement industriel au cours de la pdriode 1990-1993. Cette 
enveloppe finandftre, qui vise ft encourager l'investissement dans le 
sccteur privy, couvrc 18% du coftt total estimy des projets envisage 
par la banque jordanienne pour les trois prochaines amfees. Le 
remboursement de ce prfit s’effectuera en 24 paiements semestriels, 
6chcioon6s sur 17 ans, avec une pyriode de grftce de 5 ans. Le 
premier versement devrait intervenir le ler juOler 1995. 


Complexe. La Jordanie s'apprete ft construire un grand com- 
plexe touristiqne, «le premier du genre au Proche-Orient*, a 
annoncy mcrcredi le president de la Society royale pour la 
protection de la nature (RSCN). Anis Mouacher, qui patronne 
cette initiative estimye ft un million de dollars, a precise que ce 
projet serait etabli ft Dana, ft 200 lalomfttres au sud d ’Amman, et 
comprendrait un village, un camp pour touristes et une reserve 
pour la protection de la faune et de la flora. Ce complexe 
touristique, dont l'6tudc sera achev6e avant la mi- join, b6n6ficie 
de l’aide finandftre de 1'USAID, l'agence americaine de d6ve-. 
loppement international, et des contacts ont 6t6 pris avec la 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) ainsi qu'avec des sodetes 
japonaises. Sa construction devrait ddbuter en juillet et durer 
quatre ans. 


Libre. Frank Reed, I'otage am6ricain Ub6r6 lundi dernier ft 
Beyrouth aprfts 43 mob de detention au Liban. a quitty l’Allemagne 
fedyrale pour les Etats-Ums vendredi. Agd de 57 ans, Frank Reed y 
sera ft nouveau hospitalisd. Sa fille a affirm^ jeudi qu’i] avail yfe 
«ts6v6remcnt battu> par ses ravisseurs lors d’une tentative d'yvasion. 
Selon elle, son pftre n’a pas ytd soign6 des blessures occasionn6cs et 
n'est tou jours pas guyri. 


Syrie-Egypte. Le pfesident ygyptien Hosni Moubarak. qui a 
effectuy mcrcredi et jeudi une visile offidelle de 2 jours en Syrie oft il 
a rencontry ft trob reprises le pfesident Hafez al-Assad, a affimfe 
jeudi ft Damns que la normalisation des relations entre les deux pays 
est «d’une importance capitale* pour la solution de la question 
palestinienne. M. Moubarak a dgalement annoncy que le Caire et 
H amas ytaient eonvenus de «rytabh'r leur coop6ration (...)». Cette 
visite du pfesident ygyptien en Syrie est la premiftre ft ce niveau 
depuis 1977. Les deux pays avaient fetabli leurs relations diplomati- 
ques en dycembre dernier, aprfts une rupture de 11 ans due ft la visite 
ft jynisalem (TAnouar al-Sadate. 


Contestation. Le pfesident syrien a affinny jeudi fttre 6tonn6 que, 
contrairenient aux usages, le lieu de r6union du prochain sommet 
arabe extraordinaire «ait yfe fufe sans consultations pr6alablcs». 
Commentant le choix de Bagdad pour cette convocation ft la 
demande de I’OLP, Hafez al-Assad a indiquy pilferer une capttale 
non sujette «ft controverse*. D’autant, a-t-il pfecisy que «de fossd* 
entre Dam as et Bagdad, dont les relations diplomatiques sont 
rompues depub 1980, «reste tnfts large et il faudra du temps et des 
efforts*. Selon le minisfera balden des Affaires ytrangftres, un 
ymissaire de Saddam Hussein doit se rendre prochainement ft-Damas 
pour in viter le chef de l’Etat syrien au sommet, qui doit se tenir en 
mai ft Bagdad pour aborder notamment le problftme de rimmigration 
massive des juifs dTJRSS et des pays dc I'Est vers Israel. 


Candida tore? L’ancien nrinistre israyiien de la Ddfense et numyre 
.deux du Parti travaillbte, Yitzhak Rabin, a annoncy cette semaine 
son intention de poser sa candidature ft la direction de cette 
formation, dont Shimon Peres est actuellement le leader. M. Rabin a 
pfecisy qu’il prendrait une telle initiative au cas oft le Likoud (droite 
nationalbte) feussirait ft former un gouvemement restraint, ren- 
voyant ainsi les travaillistes dans l’opposition jusqu'aux prochaines 
Sections legislatives, pfevues en 1992. 


Grand Yfenen. La proclamation de la Rypublique Yemenite 
unifiye, initialement pr6vue pour novembre 1990, interviendra 
vrabemblablement le 27 mai prochain. L’annonce, qui aura lieu ft 
Sanaa, capitale du futur Etat, sera pr6ced6e par plusieurs acmesures 
impoitantes*, dont, le 24 mai, les reunions sypafees des Parlements 
des deux Yemen pour enferiner le projet de constitution commune 
et. le 26 mai, la fonnation d’un Parlement uniffe provisoire de 301 
membres. 


OPEP. Le president de I’OPEP (Organisation des pays exporta teurs 
de petiole), Dadek Boussena, a annoncy jeudi que les 13 pays 
membres de I’organisation ytaient tombds d’accord «ft 1'unanimife* 
pour rdduire la production d’or noir de 1,445 million de barib par 
jour jusqu’ft fin juillet, pour pousser les prix ft la bausse. Les Emirats 
Arabes Unb se sont ainsi engages ft amputer leur production de 
200.000 barils-jour. La prochaine conference ordinaire de fOPEP, 
qui doit decider des quotas de production pour Ie second semestre de 
cette annye, se feunira Ie 25 juillet. 


Place Rouge. Le president Mikhail Gorbatchev a quitfe mardi 
dernier la tribune offidelle du mausotee de Lenine, sur la Place 
Rouge, sous les cris et les siffiets d’bostilife des manifestants 
rassembies pour le ler mai ft l'appel des mouvements reformat cuts . 
Le nunfero un sovidtique est parti une demi-heure aprfts le debut de 
la manifestation, la p r em ift re ft fttre autorisee ft defiler sur la Place 
Rouge. Toutes les personnalifes pfesentes ft la tribune se sont 
ygalement retirees, y compris le maire de Moscou, Gavril Popov, elu 
de l’cmposition prosressiste. 


AboUtioo. L’Assemblde fyddrale tdfeco&lovaque a vote mercredi 
soir {’abolition de la peine de mort, dans le cadre d’une syrie 
d’amendements apporfes par Ie Parlement au code pynal du pays. 
Dans dcs cas de crimes particuli&rement graves, la peine capitate 
pourra dtre remplac6e par des emprisonnements all ant jusqu'ft 25 ans 
on par une condamnation ft perpetuife. 53 verdicts de mort ont yfe 
prononq6s en Tch6cosk>vaquie depub 1968 et 46 condamnds ont yfe 
pend us jusqu’en fifivrier 1989, date de la de mi fere execution connue. 


Maodda-MSttaraad. Nelson Mandela, vice-president du Congrfts 
national africain (ANC) sera retpi ft Paris le 6 juin par le president 


Francois Mitterrand. Tout comme le chef de 1’Etat de 1’apartheid, 
Frederik de Klerc, qu’fl doit rencontrer ie 10 mai en Afrique du Sud, 
M. Mandela doit effectuer une tournee en Europe. D se rendra 
notamment au Parlement enropyen, ft Strasbourg, entre le 11 et le 15 
join, avant de s’entretenir ft Londres avec Margaret Thatcher le 3 
juillet. 


Racisme. Le pfesident franca is a appete jeudi ft dcartcr «tout 
miasme de racbme et d ’exclusion* et a rendu hommage au comife de 
feflexion sur l 1 Islam en France fecemment mb en place par Ie 
gouvemement, Fianqob Mitterrand s’exprimait lors d’une c6femonie 
ft I’Etysfe, sfege de la pfesideace, ft l’occasion de la remise des 
inagnes de chevalier de la L6gion d’Honneur ft l’un des membres de 
cette nouvelle institution, le Dr Badr-Eddine Lahneche. «Dans un 
jays comme le ndtre, a ajonfe M. Mitterrand, chacun doit disposer 
de ce droit premier, qui est la liberty de penser, de conscience, 
d’ e xpresaon*. 


35 hemes. Syndicats et patronat de la nfetallurgie ouest-allemande 
sont parvenus vendredi ft un compromb, prevoyant I’ introduction de 
la semaine de 35 heuies au ler octobre 1995. L’accord, qui est 
intervenu aprts dix-neuf henres de ifegociation, ne vaut offidelle- 


w VdUL UUUlJCiie- 

ment que pour les 700*000 ouvriers du Land de Bade Wurtembera. H 
devrait cependant 6tre enferine rapidement ft T6chellc fedyrale. 
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Le Jourdafn Supplement en frangais 


JORDAN 


sdnday; may s,: 


Les jeunes Frangais et la science 

Un irappurt; de coitfff ance et d’inter§t 


Le laser, la finsAe Ariane et Pasteur sent les vedettes 
soenttBqoes des jeones Frangais de 11 k 17 ans (☆). 
popularity, qui poor Pasteur vient sans doute de I’tarfe, 


Ce qui intAresse mazrifestement 
le plus les jeunes Frangais, e'est la 
vie, Hristoire de lTromme et des 
espAces vivantes, avant tout ceile 
des animaux (67% d 'entre eux), 
avant m£me le corps b amain et 
les dAcoirvertes medicates (60%). 
L’exploration de I’espace (52%). 
le del, les Atoiles et runiveis 
(50%), ou encore la prAhistoire et 
la nature ne viennent qu'ensuite. 

D’aprAs leurs references, en 
partie conbradictoires (1’Acole et 
la fiction), le sdentifique «ne 
ressemble pas A un professeur* 
poor 60% des jeunes, mais bien 
plntdt A un inventeur (88%), k un 
explorateur (74%), voire nn 
nfededn (71%). Qu'appellent-ils 
science? SystAmatiquemeut, la 
physique, la biologie et, chez les 


PASSEZ-MOI MON FRANCA IS 



Larubrique de Flavia Romero 
Promotion-odyss^e 


Aw Egeria! 


1] faut que je te raconte FodyssAe vAcue par le pauvre 
Mario Rossi. Cest un jeune homme capable et inteltigent. 
H vient d’obtenir une promotion dans la boite oO il travaille 
et sa premiere mission k l’Atr anger. Dieu seul sait s’il a 
bossy pour en arriver IA. H a m£me pris des leqons privdes 
d’anglais A la Schenker School de Rome. 

D dAbarque A Amman pour un travail trAs important et sa 
. premifere impression est tout k fait positive. Les Jordaniens 
sont trds gentils et son correspondant Fa tout de suite invite 
pour un diner, le soir meme. A huit h cures et demie 
tapantes, Q arrive devant la majestueuse villa en pierre 
blanche de son hdte. Un PhQippin lui ouvre la porte et un 
autre PhQippin, aussi Anigmatique et styld, lui tend un 
plateau plein de boissons. La couleur du liquide qui est 
contenu dans les verres guide son choix. Davu juste: il se 
retrpuve avec un whisky-soda en main. 

EL n’est pas tout A fait k son aise, mais ses mocassins et sa 
cravate italiens lui donnent confiance. Il constate aussi, 
avec satisfaction, qne sa fcgon de parler anglais ne doit pas 
fitre trop mauvaise, car son hdte ne semble pas avoir du mal 
A le comprendre. La maison est somptneuse et sur les 
nombreuses tables basses il y a des petites coupes pleines 
d’amandes, pistaches, cacahouettes et... mais ooi, pois 
chkhes... jamais vu ga! 

Des invites commencent A arriver. Us ont tous Fair d’etre 
ocridentaux. Mario Rossi est beau gargon, assez ddsinvolte 
et le verre de whisky k la main lui donne de Faplomb. Tout 
va bien dans le meilleur des mondes. Il a faim. Ce n’est pas 
qn’il a peur de Favion, mais tout de mdme, il n’a rien avate 
depuis ce matin. B ne vent pas toucher aux cacahouettes, 
car il n’y a rien de pire pour couper Fappdtit. Les invites 
sont trAs nombreux main tenant. H est neuf heures trente et 
on lui a ddjA prdsente un ambassadeur, un prince et un 
ministre! Mon Dieu, il est dans le grand monde - le Jet-set! 
H aimerait bien que sa femme et ses collAgues le voient en 
ce moment. D y a encore des peisonnes qui entrent: surtout 
des Jordaniens. B a tr&s, trAs faim, il est presque dix heures 
et il est k son troisi&me whisky. Sa tete flotte un pen. Cest 
peut-dtre une bonne idde de manger quelques pistaches et 
de goflter aux pois chiches. 

Les dames se sont assises autour du salon, une prAs de 
Fautre, et il n’ose pas s’assoir aussi. H reste courage use- 
ment debout et avec des gestes dAsinvoltes il attrape les 
cacahouettes par poigndes. Elies sont trAs bonnes; il faudra 
qu’il apprenne k sa femme k les servir la premiere fois que 
son Pdg viendra diner k la maison. Autre chose qu'Q se 
propose de possAder un jour, e'est un de ces magmfiques 
portraits, beaucoup plus grands que nature et si resserab- 
lants, qui donnerait k son apparteraent au Paroli le chic 
itecessaire k bdtir son image sodale. On lui a dit qu’ils sont 
fiaits selon une technique trAs spAriale k Londres. 

Il a trAs, tres, trAs faim. Son estomac grogne. Il est dix 
heures trente. Se serait-il trompA, 1 ’invitation n’Atant 
qu'une inception aprAs diner? Mais, dans ce cas, il y aurait 
des friandises A grignoter, peut-Atre des glaces, tandis que 
rien de comestible n’est visible, k part ces pistaches qu'ii 
commence & hair. D en a plein les dents et il donnerait un 
ceil pour pouvoir se fourrer un doigt dans la bouche pour 
s’en libdrer. Par de minuscules mouvements de succion, 
qu’il espy re inaudibles, il essaye de libArer au molns ses 
incisives. 

Il pense avec nostalgie douloureuse k son appartement, 
oh, k huit heures prArises, on s'assoit k table et, aprAs s’etre 
souhaitA bon appAtit, on mange des choses tendrement 
famil&res. Ayant trouvA un soutien dans le verre de 
whisky, il en est & son rinquiAme. Sa tete bourdonne et ses 
jambes sont moiles. Onze heures! Ce n'est pas vrai, e'est un 
caucbemar! D a Fceil vitreux et son teint toume an gris 
verdStre. Finalement, k onze heures trente passAes, on sert 
le diner et, par le gros soupir exhale par tous les 
Ocridentaux presents, notre ami comprend qu’iln’avait pas 
AtA seul dans la dAtresse. 

Le buffet est magnifique, digne de la Rome ImpAriale. 
Les plats sont nombreux, souvent exotiques, bien 
ptesentes, parfuurAs. Mario Rossi remplit son assiette mais, 
dAs qu’il est assis k table, il se rend compte qu’ii ne pourra 
rien avaler. On dirait que les cacahouettes se sont 
reconstitutes dans son pauvre estomac et dansent la 
lambada en flottant dans le whisky & soda. Une catas- 
trophe! Il prend son temps, bavarde distraitement avec ses 
voisins de table sans pouvoir cache r son air de cocker- 
Apagneol frappA de colique, tout en dAbattant dans son 
profond entre faire un effort surhumain et gpftter k tous ces 
mets all Ach ants, ou sagement y renoncer. 

D en est encore !&, quand d’un mouveznent gAnAral tout 
le monde se lAve et s’en va. Dix minutes et le salon est vide. 
Le moment du diner a AtA si rapide. que notre ami s’est k 
peine rendu compte que les desserts et le cafe avaient AtA 
servis. n reste bredouiile devant son assiette pleine, mais, 
Atant d’une nature assez AveillAe malgrA tout, il se retrouve 
lui ansa hors de la maison en une fraction de minute. H 
aura toute la nuit pour mAditer sur ies habitudes des 
Strangers. 

Co used pratique: quand vous Stes invitAs par des 
Jordaniens, prenez un petit repas au prAalabte, et, surtout, 
ne mangez pas de cacahouettes. 

Vale Egeria! 


des jeox AJectroniques et de la bande desanAe poor le 
laser, des atedias poor Ariane. 


plus SgAs, les mathAmatiques. Us 
y rangent moins souvent I’infor- 
matique et la mA*4o. N’en sont 
pas du tout, selon eux: la politi- 
que (90%). Fhistoire (77%) et 
les... horoscopes (60%). La 
croyance en I’astrologie est 
cependant, chez les adolescents 
comme chez les adultes, forte 
forte dans les classes populaires 
et moyennes. 

Quant aux possibilifes de la 
science, on peut ette €tonnd d’ap- 
prendre que 20% des jeunes in- 
tenog6s «oui sdrement*. quand 
on leur demande s’ils croient 
qu’un jour, «la science permettra 
de faire une machine pour voya- 
ger dans le temps*. 42% rdpon- 
dent «oui, peut-Stre». De mfime 
qu’ils envisagent dans les m£mes 


proportions qu’existeront dans le 
futur des machines aussi intel- 
ligentes que I’ homme. On peut 
voir la I’ influence de la science- 
fiction, d’autant que ces certi- 
tudes ou quasi certitudes s’dbran- 
lent avec I’ Age. 

En fait, les jeunes Frangais ont 


centre ies repas sous forme de 
pilules et 87% sont bostOes & la 
fabri catio n d’un nouvd annual , 
genre «& la fois cfaien et chat*. 

Ainsi les chercheurs ne leur 
paraissent-ils que souvent et non 
toujouzs des acteurs historiques 
du tfevel opponent de la science, 


de la science. 87% des “soixtes” 
diseat lui faire confiance et 84% 
avouent s'y inferesser. 10% 
seulement en ont «ttes peur* et 
32% sont «un peu» inqniets- Us 
sont rarement in differ cuts, en 
tout cas. 

A rioter que les modules cul- 
ture Is pro pres aux adultes se re- 
tronvent trts tflt chez I’enfonL- 
cTune part l’dcart entre fQles et 
gargons, si faible qu'Q sort, reste 


gdniaux et d£smteress6s. Les 
grands modules qu’ils arimi re ut et 
respectent, sous Finfluence 
notaznment des manuels sco- 
laires, se nomment akns Louis 
Pasteur ou Pierre et Marie Curie. 
L'image du savant plus ambigfl 
leur vient souvent de la fiction: 
intelligent, oertes, cehri-lA serait 
un incompris, marginalise et ex- 
centriqne, paifois m&ne endin A 
roigneQ ou k une vokmte de 




A r “mvenloriam” de la CM des sciences de la VBklte i Paris, ks 
James ddcoavreat Vnnrvers sdentiBque. 


constant (46% des derniers 
•feprouvent beaucoup d’inteter 
pour la science* contre 38% des 
premieres. D ’autre part, cet en- 
gouement, de Fordre de 50% 
quand le p£re a fait des dtudes 
secondaires ou supdrieures, 
tom be k 36% quand papa n’a pas 
ddpassd le prinuare. Or) retrouve 
ces dcarts dans rintetet avoud 
poor les mat&res scientifiques 
scolaires, alors mfeme que rien 
n’indique une capadtd moindre 
chez ies filles que chez les gar- 
gons. 


Des chercheurs 
respansabfes 


La science «rend [-elle] les 
hommes mei llenrs* ou leur 
apporte-t-elle «plutdt du bien ou 
plutdt du mal»? Sur ce point, les 
rdpouses des jeunes sont 
prudentes. En tout cas, la dimen- 
sion morale de l’activite sdentifi- 
que ne leur dchappe pas. Ils 
pensent notammeut qne la 
recherche a des Smites, Les au- 
teurs de la bom be atomiqne sont 
du coup jugds «un pen* (37%) ou 
«tout k fort* responsables de son 
utilisation. 95% des jeunes sont 


puissance ddmesnrtCr.. 

Les jeunes eux-mdmes se con- 
skterent plntdt comme des spor- 
tifs (36%), qualificatif qui de- 
vance de loin ceux de “manucr 7 
(17%), “littendre” (15%) et... 
'‘sdentifique'* (13%, seulement). 
Les filles 6t ant pins souvent littfer- 
aircs et les g ar gons scientifiques. 
• S’Qs acqurdrent les bases de 
leur savoir sdentifique A i’dcole 
(54% l’admettent), 51% des 
jeunes pi d ftrea t en entendre par- 
ler A la tdfevision. Une tendance, 
qui s’aggrave nettement avec 
rige et le niveau scotaire. Ph6- 
nomAne paradoxal, quand on sait 
que Ies Amissions sdeotifiques 
sont fares et panvres sur le petit 
Adan. Cest akns le cdtA specta- 
cle, qui pitvaut. 


Jacques Randeneau. 


(☆) Cet article est bas6 sot les 
rdsultats d'unc rdeente cnqo&te 
de Daniel Boy et Anne Muxel, 
chercheurs au DEVIDOF (Cen- 
tre d’dtude de la vie politique 
frangaisc), consacrde anx 'atti- 
tudes des 11-17 ans en France. 


Ks voient au secours des hommes d’affaires d6bordes 

Les dconomiseurs de temps 

«Le temps, e’est de rsrgenb: convaincue qne le vieil 
adage est plus vrai qne jamais aux Etats-Unis, one soctete 
antericaine propose aux surcharges de travail d’effectuer 
pour eux tootes les tfiches ingrates. 


Rien ne fait peur aux centaines 
d’employAs de “Timebusters”, 
une entreprise crAAe par une 
jeune femme de Washington, 
Anne Griffin. Ils feront la queue 
pendant des heures pour obtenir 
aupr&s des services munidpaux 
I’ in dispensable vignette ou pla- 
que mineral ogi que: ils attendront 
Finstallateur du tAlAphone; ils 
emmAneront le chat chez le vAtAr- 
inaire; ils feront encore rAparer le 
lecteur de disques compacts ou 
ach&teront les cadeaux de Noel. 

L’idAe de fonder “Thnebus- 
ters" est venue il y a deux ans A 
Anne Griffin, une andenne sec- 
retaire de 30 ans. L’entreprise a 
vu le jour en dAcembre 1988. 
Quatxe personnes y travaille nt A 
plein temps et plusieurs centaines 
A temps partiel. VAtus cfamples 
capes blanches et coiffAs de cas- 
quettes de base-ball frappAes du 
logo de la sodAtA (un chro- 
nomAtre barrA). les employAs de 
“Timebusters'’ ne passent pas in- 
apergus. L’unifonne a AtA cboisi 
en rAfArence au film “Ghostbus- 
ters”, qui relate, sur le mode 
comique, une cfaasse aux fan- 
tdmes et qui connut il y a quel- 
ques annAes un trioenphe an box- 
office amAricain. 

Un simple coup de fQ. mime 
passA A !a demiAre minute, suffit 
pour avoir recours aux services de 
•Timebusters”. Les diems se re- 
crutent surtout p a r mi les nom- 
breux avocats de Washington, en 
parficulier les cAHbataires, et les 
femmes d’affaires. Tous soudeux 
d’utiliser au mieux leur "prA- 
deax” temps de travail mais aussi 
leurs rares moments de loisir. 

Les “Accnomiseurs de temps” 
r Ad ament 22 dollars i’beure, de 
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«27AsolAe, ran ange, moo teoo- 
ffl faenr de temps est en 


8bOQ A 20h00, et 33 dollars pour 
intervener la nuit. Le dimanche, 
le tarif augmente encore, passant 
A 44 dollars I’heure, car «ce jour 
devrait etre consacrA au repos*, 
estime Anne Griffin. 

Les affaires «marchent 
fabuleusement bien*. reoonnait 
la jeune femme, qui envisage 
d’ouvrir d’ouvrir une section 
“traitenr” et d'Atendre les activi- 
iAs de son entreprise aux ban- 
lieues aisAes de Washington. 

Anne Griffin est persuadAe que 
non seulement Ies hommes d’af- 
faires disposent de pen de te m ps, 
mais aussi qu’Qs Tutflisent mal. 
D’oft le projet de crAer une divi- 
sion “bureau”, qui rAorgamsera 
leur travail de maniAre rafionsel- 
le pour one efficadtA •max- 
imale*. A des tarifs, qui restent 
encore A fixer. (D’aprts agences) 


Anniversaire 

Greenpeace a 20 ans 


CINEMA ■ TELEVISION 


Il y a 20 ans, dans le eourast 
du printemps 1970, Jim 
Bohlen, Irving Stowe et Paul 
Cote vendaient des badges 
dans les rues de Vancouver, an 
Canada, pour financer Faf- 
fin&tement d’un bateau. Us 
venaient de fonder ce qui allait 
devenir la phis importante 
organisation Acologiste du 
monde: Greenpeace. 

Au dApart, l’objecfif de ce 
“trio vert” Atait d’empficherles 
essais nudAaires amAricams sur 
l*fle d’Amchitka (AlAoutien- 
nes). Fun des sanctnaires 6co- 
logiques de F Alaska, en ae 
rendant sur place. Ils avaimt 
fini par rAunir tout juste de 
qud kmer rm vieux r^ot, qui 
devait quitter le port dee Van- 
couver le 15 sep te m b re 1971. 

L’essai amAricain a final e- 
ment AtA reportA en ratson du 
mauvais temps. DAoouragA, le 
trio est rentrA an Canada. 
Cependant, leur a v en t ur e a fait 
quelques manchettes de jour- 
naux. Les dons anonymes com-, 
mcnceut A affiuer. Quelques 
moss passent avant qu’ils ne 
remportexrt leur premiAre vio- 
toire: les antoritAs unAricaines 
resoncent dAfinitryement aux 
essais nudAaires dans les Des 
AlAoutiennes «.ponr des 
raisons pohtiques et autres*. 

Les “affaires” ensmte se 


succAdent: interce p t i on <Fao 
balemier soviAtique en 1975; 
UbAratfon de 300 dauphins pris 
dans des filets de pAdies japo- 
nais en 1980; entrave A rex- 
traction du pAtrole dans I’An- 
tarctique... Les choses -n’dnt 
vrannent tonmA mal qu’une 
sente fins, avec te drame du 
Rainbow Warrior. En juQlet 
1985, ce bateau s’s^Hfaut A 
appareiller pour Mururoa 
(Padfique smi) pour empAcfaer 
Ies essais nudAaires frangais. 
Deux explosions content le 
bAtiment, dont 1*006 toe un 
phofographe de l’orgaiusation, 
Fernando Pereira. 

Le gouveznement frangais a, 
phis tard, reccmnu ses respon- 
sabQites, rattentat an g menta n t 
encore la s ympathi e du public 
pour le mouvemeut. Anjour- 
d*bui Greerycacc, ixnplantAe 
dans 22-pays, revendique jrius 
de 3 millions de .membres.’ 
•Une croissanoe uuprAvisible, 
devenue presque imposriUe A 
gArei*, dAdare Jim BdQen, 
seul membre du trio toujours 
.fid Ale au timon- «Toute 
dApense dAduhe, le budget de 
notre campagpe 1989 a atteint 
FAquivalent de 27 millions de 
dollars US*, ajoute-t-Q. 1990 
se prAsente sous d’aussi boos 
auspices. De qnoi faire encore 
parlcx de ces “dAmons verts”. 
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S6 j 1 m if r i? 


1: chants. 2s coftteuso. 3: warn pti; 
aprb le prfaom. 4; essayer. 5: 
rA alaent ; camarades. 6s Lnfimnf; 
prtpoai t iuu ; non acquis. 7: criA A 
pleine gorge. >: quitteot le navire 
les premiers; prooom personnel. 9s 
pAriodc; assiette. 10 : prooom per- 
■oanei; les autres. 


Vertlrskinrnf. 

A: dounera on code. Br Mte de 
Somme; partie du corps. C:fit brOl- 
er Rome; enJever pboodtique. D* 
maancobcs. E: poOe; nAgation. F: 
as saasinera; pronora. G: ^p6daKt£; 
multiple de dix. EL eOe veflic. t 
prAposition; choisi. J: rangAe: 
aoden. 


(Solution la aematne pne babe) 


Solution de ht griBe N. 8: 


EMaalakmtf. 

1: ar b i tra g e s . 2: hxi; mu. Been- 
deux. it Aaoece. 5: mere c rie . At 
no; eh. 7: errear. g: dose; are. fc 
es; Lane. Ms serpo; Ares. - 


Vertte aleinmiL 



A: ABcmandes. B: rtrinA; ose. C: 
bkornes. £h en c or e. E: tance; le. 
F: oetceau. G: ami; one. B: gnAre; 
rfcr. J: saxophones. 


La btm | 
Sofatton dm 


8. 28-23; N. 20-27; B. li-JffijN: 4-28; 
B. 18-21; N. 2-11; Si 21-5. f 


















A crucial balance 


The woritfs pap u tsti p a la growing *t Ute rate of ?hrtv people per seeonfl - a quarter of ; 
taUB ortpaopi ca day. Thu la tester Hum over before. But con the curth's damaged 
environment carry such number* Moths i990s and beyond? How can wc pratocl the 
ptenat and hasp open ths options tor future penorations? y - 


OVERSHOOTING THE HARK 


There M now UbWon people In 
fl» world fteesm mentions met 
gfstpi popufetien mted twrftn oi 
.SMMiMMtaimiMnM 
tow- 11 t&sn HHwn mort Meoly. 
And fr Pw aw of ftmBy pfenning 
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rtom not Increase >» r«p ectiri the n \tP‘ 

worid oouU bs h— <id tore total ol iV**' “ 
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f 'of, foe 2 i$t txniiiry. 


**. ewflj-' »> i habic&tica far bo- 

jBaaSy^^Pr. Nafi*S*lik, U!*- 
FPA Executive Director, 
ea t -T!* ^^ 'pcatef in- 

^ cKaac^.m bamao mimbers than 
! «#■ decade in ttstoiy, according 
; 7 Wlfee Report. ^rJd popuJa&on 
isrncteasing by tbrcc people cv- 
ery sccood — about a quarter of a" 
xtS** mSfion each day. Between 90 and 
Seen"* 1 10^ afflBon- ■ pTOpIc:. roughly 
*" cquafafont to rise current popola- 
i bebifc • tiefrofeas teni E urope or central 
As*»rici,.~Will be added every 
year (faring the 1990s. . 

_ _ : growth coo- 

*mn^ to be grossly oat of ba* 

acr,k-.fe^™o«|thao90'^ 

•.- of the growth coming in the de~ 
**kpfag regions. By and large, 

_ Vtheoiggest hkreases wiU be ta the 
J2J b : " pesprest countries - those by <te- 
ns Jmfcioii least equipped to meet 
llK fieeds of the new arrivals and 
en fav^ in the fature. - • 

prS^-- Jtoxfow yearn qgor, in 1984, it 
* teemed as if the rate of popula- 
tion growth was lowing every- 
H where except Africa and parts of 
. Soath Asta. TTK woEbi’s popola- 
rt°n(6fetet .*&? Kccmc d set to stabilise 
sta^mj, - fC * 1 ®d 10-2 billion towards the 
right pjj end of the next ceacnry, the 
302*05 j- report continues. I 

'-Today, the situation looks less 
promising. Progress in reducing 
'"Chi* birth rates has been slower than 
m K > expected. According xo the latest 
V United Nations projections, the 
world has overshot 4he marker 
points of the 1984 ' most likely’ 

„ met fiten projection, and Is now 

1 on course for an eventual total 
thtflnfflfe closer DUbffion' 
a*S than liFbiHion. . 

f ; fol5coaotries * 13 of them in 
itdeii®, .Africa - birthrates actually rose 
between im&mi 19S>*5. : In; 
n ckne anpfter.23 die birth rale fell by 
fanpoe less titan two per cent. ' 
sdfaa -IffonsKty reducrions dSotuiue 
to be slower than projected; die 
mark coald be missed yet again. 

In that case the world could be 
iw beaded towaitfcmevrainial total 

Of upip 14 WEari people. - 
?©f die present S 3 hflBon peor 
pfe onearth, aboat a biffion live* 
in poverty. Can the earth meet 
n-fc ■ ffitdts aspkationfc-for -ibis - . 
. T>oKotn^^ifflion , > let atone those . 
' of the better-off aad their desocn- 
^ggBtc dants,- wtthont Irreparable dam- 
detetm age -to hs bfe-support systems T~ 
os t asks the report. - 

■- “Already our impact has been 
I * sufficfcnt.to degrade dmJsoa* of ■ 

- mfllitas of hectares, to threaten - 
thcrsffifoiestsanddie thousands 1 
M Db* of dte 'ipectes they ; harbour, to . 
liaJeu* tlna tbe Ozone kyer. aud fcr- 
nirtiate a global warming whose. ' 
fhE esmseanences cannot yet be 
w®* cakubted.” 

V^T far the largest share of 
resoraces osed and waste created. . 
is cummdy the responsibility of 
tbeZTd^ bfflkm’ lpcople, those in - 
indystptalized countries. . These - 


RACE AGAINST 
RESOURCES 
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CHOICES 

Mura family plmHiino w w* any at heaping 
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World populatfton, now 5.3 billion, will 
increase by another billion (one thousand 
million) people during the 1990s. During 
the next century it will probably double 
and could triple, says this year’s State of 
World Population Report from the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The 
biggest increase will be in the poorest 
countries; consequences for the environ- 
ment and for development prospects will 
be serious. They* could be catastrophic. 


arc the countries overwhelmingly 
respons ib le for damage to- the 
Ozone 'layer and aci difi cation,- as 
well as .for roughly two-thirds of 
global warming”, the report 
states;* 

; “However, in developing coun- 
tries the^ combination of poverty 
and population growth among tbe 
’bottom bSUon* is damaging the 
e n viro nm ent, notably through 
deforestation and land degrada- 
tion Deforestation is a prime 
source of carbon dioxide, one of 
the principal ’greenhouse gases’ 
responsible for global wanning. 
Rice poddies and domestic cattle 
- food a ip p C crs for two trillion 
people in developing countries - 
are also major producers of 
methane, another of the green- 
house gases.” 

The report says that developing 
co unt r ies are also doing their best 
to increase their share of indust- 
rial production and consumption. 


their share of industrial pollution 
is rising, and will continue to rise. 

Developed Or d&eto|>mg, the 
more people, die more pollution: 
at any level of development lar- 
ger numbers consume mor re- 
sources and produce more waste, 
according to the report. The 
report states that redressing the 
balance demands action in three 
major areas: 

• firstly, a shift to cleaner tech- 
nologies, energy efficiency and 
resource conservation by all 
countries, but especially the 
richer quarter of the world's 
population; 

• secondly, a direct and ail - out 
attack on poverty itself; 

• thirdly, it demands reductions 
in overall rates of population 
growth; “reducing population 
growth, especially in the coun- 
tries with the highest rates of 
growth, will be a crucial part of 
any strategy of sustainable de- 



THE^Mfirieux Institute, a; 50,6 
per Obtit of Rhbnc-Poulcnc, the. 
fnggca Tj Frcndi chemicals firm, 
was already the top firm in the 
world for vaccines, a market rep- 
rc9eating 5.5 bdfion francs, even' 
beforeits successful takeover bid 
at the Canadian company Con- 
naugb^ lSoSdences. : ' "V". 

Stkwh^didM6ricux adamantly 
strlvc' to acquire Connaught 
thrb^tr'a difficult, expensive and 
contested takeover bid? . 

TSe reason is quite straightfor- 
ward^ Alain M^rieux, the firm’s 
ptesdent and managmg dfrector, 
expfems. ‘The acquisition of, 
CinKomdtt is essential for is. Ttte 


a&^ dte.fiflns.m tfc btomedfoal . 
sector-, a considerable increase 
in spentfing on rcscardi Juki dc- 
vrik^ wiaeti r whkh. can amount to 
up to'35 per cent of W turnover. 
It is very expersiye and only prat 
bearable. In a wwU we need to 
teach a critical rize so as to be 
able to iot^grate 1 new tccbnok>- 
giM aAg the cast of chemic al 

experiments.” / : 

MCrieux .did pot clioosc Coo^ 

nab^BioScumces by dunce: la 
addiitoittoaflecfor.w 
(Bio: Jtescarch} and. phar- . 
maco^bals (35.4^per ceot of Nor-. 
t&> y ^<5jia(fisa ewppany has, 
aa mtpori^ vaariae sector with 
Coaoaugbt Xaboratories. . . 

If istbisscctorwhScfa interests 
the Mfeietn liatitute, as it makes 
synergy, posoble, that k to say the 
pootogj iat a tower cost, of the 
means ofprodnctioq , and, above 
AH."pf the : 

ment-of new teefahtriogtea in .tms 

area;. _ v . _ • . - .- s 

•M€rieux*s complementarity 


with Connaught is also commer- 
cial as Connaught makes 95 per 
cent of its turnover in North 
America where M£rieux is ab- 
sent; . 

The matter was not achieved 
without difficulty. It took two 
yean. "First of all, negotiations 
with Connaught came up against 
a problem of structure. Mirieux 
wanted a- merger, Qmnaragfit a 
partnership. So Mdrienx, which 
already held 12.6 per cent of 
Connaught's capital made a 
takeover bid on 20 of the shares. 
Finally, in 1988', a plan of agree- 
ment was drawn up on condition 
of g uarantees for strictly Cana- 
< fem research. 

However, at that m omen t, a 
fearful competitor appeared, the 
Swiss Ciba-G«gy, allied to the 
powerful Amaicaii firmOurou, a 
specialist in biotechnology. A 
new takeover battle began which 
Mfrtoa finally won, at the end of 
1989, by offering 37 Cimadisn 
debars per share against $30 
proposed by hs rival, 

; Then there was a final, unex- 
pected obstacle, die Canadian 
go ve r nmen t. Although the au- 
thorities in Ottawa are favourable 
to the free escalation of capital, 
they, however, demanded 
guarantees xo protect the local 
biotechnology industry. M&rirax 
tiUK tesav«149 per cent of the 
capital of toe new Merienx-Con- 
nattgbt company for Canadiart 
investors and promised to invest 
160 nuBSon dollars in research in 
Canada in the five coming yean. 
Finally. Canadian peisoikJ&riet 
yriB make up half of toe board, of 
torectorsl...' . . . 

.MfZteSDCi wbom tins opcratioc 
mmbtedto “grow” (30 par pent of 
toe market) in order to remain in ; 


the race on a world level, played 
a bold card. The cost of this 
purchase amounts to 5.2 billion 
francs. However, the firm is to rid 
itself of the activities of Con- 
naught which do not interest it 
directly, and, thereby, reduce the 
. investment to 3-5 billion francs. 

These will be recovered by an 
increase in capital made possible 
by new financial structures. The 
M6rieux Institute* is being turned 
'into a' bolding company controll- 
ing two Anns (Pasteur-M£rieux 
(human medicine), and Rhdne- 


Mdrieux (a veterinary subsidiary) 
and can reduce its participation 
from 100 per cent to 51 per cent 
leaving room for new shares with- 
out calling the independence of 
the group into question. 

The Mdrieux-Connaught is 
assuredly a further illustration of 
toe general movement of con- 
ce nation which can be seen more 
and more throughout the world, 
in practically all sectors of activ- 
ity. In the industrial world, more 
than anywhere else, necessity is 
law. 


Spirituality and solidarity — role 
of religion in conflict situations 


velopmemr toe report says. 

“The quality of human life is 
inseparable from toe quality of 
the environment. Zt is increasing- 
ly clear that both are inseparable 
Crum the question of human num- 
bers and concentration. One of 
toe dearest lessons of the last two 
dccaucs of work in populations is 
that investments in human re- 
source development - for exam- 
ple, improvements in women’s 
status, access to education, health 
and the means of family planning 
- not only improve toe quality of 
life, but are also toe best and 
quickest way to reduce the 
population growth rates. By 
opening up options in the pre- , 
sent, they open up options for toe 
future." 

sq i,, The. .report, afgpes.toat invest 

meat in human resources pro- 
vides a firm base for rapid econo- 
mic development, could have a 
significant impact on toe environ- 
ment crisis and is essential for 
global security. However, in the 
past it has often commanded a 
lower priority than industry, agri- 
culture or military expenditure. 

“It is time for a new scale of 
priorities: there is no other 
sphere of development where in- 
vestment can make such a large 
contribution to the options and 
quality of life, both in toe present 
and in toe future.” 

"At the start of toe 1990s, toe 
choice must be to act decisively to 
slow population growth, attack 
poverty and protect the environ- 
ment. The alternative is to hand 
on to our children a poisoned 
inheritance” the report says. 


NICOSIA — Christians from toe 
Middle East, South Africa, and 
Ireland met here April 23-27, 
1990 at the invitation of the Mid- 
dle East Council of Churches 
(MECC) for a consultation on 
“The Role of Religion in Situa- 
tions of Conflict: Its Use and 
Misuse.” TTk: 35 participants con- 
centrated their discussions on 
seeing how religion can play a 
constructive role in contributing 
to reconciliation and peace based 
on justice, rather than being used 
to justify divisions and conflicts, 
according to a spokesman for the 
conference. 

The spokesman said: 

In the course of their meetings partici- 
pants became aware of both com- 
monalities and particularities in 
their respective situations. Com- 
monalities were evident in the 
many difficult theological ques- 
tions confronting the different 
situations of conflict discussed. 
Particularities were reflected in 
the way in which responses to 
these questions were formulated, 
and strategies towards solutions 
of conflicts were adopted. 

A main common concern was 
toe misuse of religion or religious 
sentiments in some situations in 
order to formulate political 
ideologies or to mobilise masses 
behind selfish aims. This is not to 
say that the conflicts in question 
are religious, or that religion 
necessarily plays a determining 
role in them. Nor does it mean 
that religious people should be 
considered better negotiators 
than the non-rehgkms political 
leadership. It was affirmed that 
faith should enable people to 
respect racial, ethnic and reli- 
gious differences while transcend- 
ing exclusivit or fanatic attitudes, 
with the view to creating a di- 
mate conducive to dialogue which 
would lead to solutions that up- 
hold human dignity and integrity. 

Among the theological issues 
discussed were methods of ap- 
plying theology to particular 
situations of political conflict. 
Spiritnaizty, as the link between 
long-term hope and day-co-day 
life also figured prominently in 
toe discussions, as did the search 
for a more authentic understand- 
ing of the human person, and toe 


need to reflect theologically on 
the question of State and society. 

In toe particular situations of 
conflict discussed during toe con- 
sultation, namely the Middie East 
(including Palestine-Israd. Leba- 
non. Cyprus, and Sudan), Ire- 
land, and South Africa, the fol- 
lowing issues were underfilled: 

In regard to Palestine/lsrael, 
expectations for peace are faced 
with new deplorable obstacles. 
These are related to the shift in 
Israel toward more intransigence, 
and toe decisions taken by toe 
U.S. administration regarding 
Jerusalem as well as toe failure of 
toe process that was bringing 
Israelis and Palestinians to a table 
of negotiations. It is feared that 
this new situation will give room 
to self-asserting forces of division 
to grow at toe expense of the 
rights of the other and, therefore, 
of the forces for peace among all 
toe peoples of the Holy Land, 
which seek to transcend ethnic 
and religious boundaries. 

Instead of providing justifica- 
tion for division, religion should 
manifest the fundamental re- 
quirements of faith that call for 
toe unity of humanity and crea- 
tion, drawing on toe common 
spiritual heritage of all people 
and religious communities in the 
Holy Land, [n tots way religion 
becomes a factor of unity fulfill- 
ing God’s peace in Jerusalem and 
the Holy Land. 

In regard to Lebanon, partici- 
pants urged external and internal 
powers involved in finding an 
immediate end to toe hostilities 
to save toe silent victim majority 
from the absurdity of the ongoing 
self-destructive war. All these 
powers should work toward the 
creation of a climate of negotia- 
tion that could safeguard Leba- 
non as an ecumenical, existential 
model that respects toe distinc- 
tive character of each community 
yet recognises the fundamental 
equalities of all citizens and 
groups. The survival of such a 
Lebanese model necessitates toe 
restoration of Lebanon’s full in- 
tegrity and sovereignty on its 
territory. The role of religion 
here is to transcend the present 
politico-religious polarisation in 
view of recovering the national 


unity of toe Lebanese and of 
mobilising the potential of love in 
a popular movement toward re- 
conciliation and peace among the 
people and religious communi- 
ties. 

In regard to Cyprus it was 
again recognised that religion as 
such is not a determinant factor in 
toe conflict it is suffering. Howev- 
er. one of its essential compo- 
nents is relations between com- 
munities characterised by differ- 
ences in ethnicity, language and 
religion. Participants felt that re- 
conciliation and unity in Cyprus 
should respect these differences 
beyond false images and at the 
same time guarantee equality be- 
tween individuals and communi- 
ties within a state structure that 
wiU enable mutual enrichment 
and life together in justice and 
peace. 

In regard to Sudan, concern 
was expressed about kinds of 
legislation that were seen as dis- 
criminatory against Christian and 
other religious communities. It 
was felt that constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of religion 
were urgently called for. The 
Sudanese situation is further 
complicated by a long-standing 
intermittent civil war situation 
which is causing the Sudanese 
people enormous suffering and 
has brought about refugees, in- 
ternal displacement, hunger and 
starvation. Historical grievances 
by certain ethnic and religious 
groups against others also tend to 
exacerbate the struggle. Interna- 
tional aid, understanding and 
solidarity have become essential 
elements in solving the conflict 
and healing differences. 

In regard to Northern Ireland 
toe Irish participants stressed that 
they benefitted enormously from 
measuring their experiences and 
context against other situations of 
conflict, learning both from simi- 
larities and differences. 

They were struck by the im- 
mense suffering as society disinte- 
grates into sectarian groups in 
Lebanon, and gained a height- 
ened sense of toe value of toe 
many Northern Irish initiatives to 
build new social and religious 
relationships. 

The energy of the struggle for 


justice, democracy and human 
rights in Palestine/Israel and 
South Africa challenged partici- 
pants to ask w hy Christians and 
Northern Ireland have failed to 
find an inspiring and unifying 
vision for their society’s future. 
Without such a dream, groups in 
conflict will continue to cling to 
limited and sectarian aspirations. 
The Irish participants were great- 
ly encouraged by the interest and 
support of their sisters and 
brothers other areas, and felt 
solidarity with them. 

In regard to South Africa, re- 
cent events there such as toe 
uti banning of liberation move- 
ments and the release of Nelson 
Mandela, and other leaders, have 
removed some of the many obsta- 
cles to the negotiation of a just 
and free South Africa. 

However, because most dis- 
criminatory legislation remains, and 
doubt exists about the sincerity of 
the South African government, 
'the need for continued internal 
and international pressure was 
stressed, in order to ensure that 
the process of negotiations be- 
gins." 

Recognising that religion has 
both legitimated and challenged 
oppressive structures in South 
.Africa, delegates indicated the 
need for theological reflection on 
the role of the Churches and 
Christians in the changing situa- 
tion. Of particular concern was 
the theological reflection on the 
process of negotiations and toe 
shape of the future South Africa. 
International dialogue and soli- 
darity, similar to this Conference, 
provide vital resources for this 
reflection. 

In regard to all these conflic- 
tual contexts, religious people 
were urged to contribute towards 
solutions by drawing on the spir- 
itual and ethical heritages of all 
their respective religious tradi- 
tions in a quest for solutions that 
would lead to i national unity 
that would reflect the unity of 
humankind and creation and 
bring about fulfillment of justice 
and peace. Delays in finding solu- 
tions to conflicts may well lead to 
the transformation of political 
conflicts into destructive religious 
wars — wars between idols. 


Superpower thaw not reflected in Mideast 



(Coa rtte acd'Crom page X) 

Not only wSO this new immigration 
exact a price by threatening aU peace 
initiatives, but toe cost to Israel eco- 
nomically is staggering. The Shamir 
Government has asked the United 
States, for instance, for at least $300 
milUan to meet the expenditures of 
settling Soviet newcomers in Israel. 

The traditional supporters of brad 
around toe world have “bought" the 
distraction of Soviet immigration. 
There is pressure in the United States 
Congress to raise funds for toe reset- 
tlement of Soviet Jews, yet there is no 
pressure on toe Bush Administration 
from Congress to pursue the peace 
process in toe Middle East with grea- 
ter dedication and commitment. The 
United States has abolished trade — 
restricting legislation with the Soviet 
bloc in order to facilitate Jewish 
immigration to Israel. 

Israel receives $5 billion annually 
from donors, but it seems that in 1990 
Israel has reached a point where even 
the $5 billion annual subsidy is no 
longer sufficient for maintaining and 
perpetuating its political and econo- 
mic stance. 

It is impossible to overlook the 
possibility that a sophisticated Israeli 
jdan may be in the making to convert 
the issues of Soviet Jews and the 
intifada into a finanefoi alibi — in- 
deed, even a financial life raft — for 
toe Israeli government. Clearly, pur- 
suing futile and unworkable economic 
pohoes is leading Israel into disaster. 
After lowering the budget deficit 
from 30 per cent to 11 percent of toe 
gross domestic product (GDP) be- 
tween 1985 and 1988. Israel’s deficit 
rose in 1989 to nearly 40 per cent of 
GDP. 

boners traditional supporters are 
growing restive with an brad that 
remains impassive in the face of peace 
efforts by the other parties. In order 
to stoke enthusiasm for hs cause, the 
American Jewish Committee and the 
American-Israel Political Action 
Committee issued papers presenting 
toe Arab view of the Mkkfle East. 
However, in order to portray Arab 
protest against Soviet imnogratkm as 

a continuation of toe attempt to 
destroy brad, they have to reach 
back as far ar the 1930’s to find 
docu m ent a tion dial reinforces their 
position. Changes in Arab attitudes 
since then are not considered. 

I feel emboldened to suggest that it 
might be truly worth Israel's while to 
”nike while the iron is — which 
is to say that there is an unpre- 
cedented opportunity today for the 
Israelis to arrive at accommodation 


with their neighbours, and to serious- 
ly tackle the festering issues that have 
haunted our region for what seems 
tike an eternity. Jordan, tike other 
fair-minded Arab states, stands ready 
to seize toe opportunity in a spirit of 
cooperation and goodwill. 

But peace presumes that the other 
party endeavours a comparable trans- 
formation of attitudes, values and 
outlook. That is not the case here. 
Israel, under Mr. Yitzhak Shamir, is 
intent on squandering its opportunity, 
by a refusal to accept the exchange of 
land for peace — toe only acceptable 
basis for a just and lasting settlement 
— bs embodied in United Nations 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

Confronted by growing Palestinian 
moderation, Israel has been engaged 
in an energetic attempt to frustrate its 
own proposal far elections in the 
occupied territories. * 

After months of persuasions toe 
United States Secretary of State, 


James A. Baker HI, brae! and Egypt 
agreed laze last year to hold a meeting 
to consider the question of Palesti- 
nian repr esentation, which was ex- 
pected to lead to the Gist direct talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians. 

(The four principles that constitute 
the basis of American policy in the 
Middle East are: (1) that the peace 
settlement will be based on Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338; (2) 
that occupied land will be exchanged 
for peace; (3) that the security of all 
states in the region will be guaran- 
teed; (4) that the political rights of the 
Palestinian people will he recog- 
nised). 

While the two superpowers must 
assume greater responsibility in ex- 
pediting toe peace process, Jordan 
has also advocated the concept of 
greater regional and inter-regional 
economic cooperation. Such coopera- 
tion would provide political stability 
and also enhance the peace consti- 


tuency in the Arab World. 

To provide safeguards against a 
breakdown of the peace process, the 
development of a sophisticated long- 
term strategy is required. Like all 
other conflicts, the Palestine question 
has shown in the las: few months that 
it is susceptible to compromise. 

The United States, the Soviet Un- 
ion, Europe and the parties con- 
cerned in the dispute must work in 
concert to generate peace momen- 
tum. 

These countries should combine 
their expertise, wisdom and influence 
to chart a fresh course for peace, 
economic development and regional 
integration in the Middle East. 

The interaction between domestic 
political considerations and foreign 
policy options is a normal process in 
toe determination of national poli- 
cies. However, it is not a process 
peculiar to American or Israeli poli- 
tics. 



We have prepared a special 
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enjoyment. 

In a beautiful setting the 
spacious swimming pool, 
children’s pool, 2 tennis 
courts and a health club 
await your membership. 



TIMES 


Tel: 667171 


U&J31I4Q kQI^Q 

The PNodetpHo 

HTOtMTCNAL. HOrti. MANAGEMENT GROLP 




WTEUNAtONAL. HOrti. MANAGEMENT GB0LP INTERNATIONAL 

For more fftfCMrinaftlon please call 663100 Ext 113 . 











a- n- o. is- a a- sr i? si n * liu V!iS £.'3 fc W fe- H H u 3 v> ft 5* A 


1 


Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, 50NDAY,MAY 6, ' 


Third World calls for 
debt strategy overhaul 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Third World natrons, worried 
their economic problems are 
being forgotten in the rash to aid 
fledgling democracies of East 
Europe, are calling on industrial 
countries to rethink their strategy 
for tackling the $1.3 trillion debt 
crisis. 

Bat as the spring meetings of 
the International Monetary Fond 
(IMF) and World Bank get 
underway, Washington and its 
allies show little sign of agreeing 
to major new initiatives mid are 
likely to argue that the debt 
strategy set in place over the past 
two years is generally working. 

Monetary officials say develop- 
ing nations, which meet cm Satur- 
day to coordinate their position 
ahead of talks with industrial 
countries Monday and Tuesday, 
will back their call for a more 
flexible debt strategy with a de- 
mand for a substantial increase in 
the IMFs capital. 

That, they argue, is essential if 
the fund is to cope with the new 
credit demands of East Europe's 
ramshackle economies without 
syphoning away funds from tint 
debt-laden nations in Latin 
America and Africa. 

“This triumphant development 
for democracy in Eastern Europe 
is like man bites dog," Jamaican 
Prime Minister Michael Manley 
told reporters Friday. “My con- 
tinuing problem of foreign ex- 
change is just dog bites man.** 

“How do we get people to 
understand that both are impor- 
tant?” 

“We say go to those challenges 
which you must, but please don't 
finance them by diverting re- 
sources from us. It does not have 
to be at our expense.” 

But leading industrial nations 
have yet to resolve a row between 
France and Britain over ranking 
. in the food and have made it dear 
they will not agree to a more than 
50 per cent rise in its $120 billion 
of subscription quotas, the pool 
of funds drawn on to make loans. 

And on the debt strategy, U.S. 
officials have this week spelt out 
that there is little scope for more 
generous treatment for debtors 
despite growing critkasm from 


banks and development agencies 
that they believe it is inadequate. 

A United Nations official 
warned Friday that failure to act 
would force Latin American 
countries mrilatcrally to halt debt 
payments. 

“Economies cannot grow if. 
they are having to transfer up to 
one-tinni of their domestic sav- 
ings abroad,” Gert Rosenthal, 
executive secretary of the Econo- 
mic Commission for Latin Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean, said in 
Caracas. 

Monetary officials say the most 
developing nations can expect in 
a move backed by France is spe- 
cial consideration for countries 
which fall between the gaps in the 
current debt strategy, qualifying 
for relief neither undei the 
'Toronto terms” agreed in 1988 
or the 1989 "Brady Plan.” 

The Toronto terms, agreed by 
industrial nations at a 1988 sum- 
mit, allow for relief on official 
loans for African countries. The 
Brady Flan, named after U.S. 
Trasury. Secretary Nicholas 
Brady, calls on banks to write off 
debt 

But medium-sized economies 
such as Poland, the Ivory Coast 
— and Manley’s Jamaica — fall 
into neither category since most 
of their debt is owed to govern- 
ments. 

French Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy has already given his 
backing for help for this group of 
countries but monetary officials 
believe Washington wiD be reluc- 
tant to change substantially the 
guidelines of the Brady Flan. 

Lending and democracy 

Private and gover nm ent len- 
ders once claimed to be blind to 
politics. Now they say they are 
funding democracy. 

Talks began Friday on organis- 
ing the European Bank for Re- 
construction and Developme n t 
(EBRD) to “ prom ote private and 
entrepre neurial initiative in the 
Central and Eastern European 
countries co mmitte d to and ap- 
plying the principles of multiparty 
democracy, pluralism and market 


economics,” according to the first 
of its articles of agreement. 

The $12 InDkm EBRD is to be 
organised in Pam by May 30 with 
30 owners, the largest of whi ch 
wfll be the United States. The 
project’s openness about its poli- 
tical agenda represen t s a sharp 
dep ar t ure from banking tradi- 
tion. 

The World Bank vows in its 
articles of a gr eem ent not to “in- 
terfere in tire political affairs of 
any member” or be influenced 
“by tiie political character of the 
member or members concerned.” 

The twin in s t itutions of the 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fond are owned by 152 
communist and non-communist 
governments and have loaned up 
to $1,319 trillion to developing 
countries, a cc o rdi ng to. World 
Bank-EMF records. 

Private lenders have also made 
a point of disregarding politics. 

The U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) has estimated that 
by the end of 1988 private lenders- 
had loaned $31.5 billion to the 
Soviets, who are for the most part 
considered an excellent credit 
risk, prompt and scrupulous in its 
payments. 

However, some lenders got 
their fingers burned when dm 
Soviets failed to preve nt the 1982 
defa u l t of communist Poland’s $9 
billion debt. 

Critics, however, say the recent 
insistence cm political agendas 
has always been subtly present. 

They note, for instance, that 
the World Bank, where the U.S. 
g ove rn ment is toe largest stock- 
holder, has not made loans in 
recent yean to Nicaragua or Viet- 
nam, both politically suspect in 
the United States. 

And World Bank President 
Barber Canable held up six loans 
for China worth $780 million 
from consideration by its board a 
few days after Peking crushed a 
pro-democracy movement 

Afterward, U.S. President 
George Bush asked that the loans 
be suspended. 

Conable has said that the delay 
was for economic reasons, but he 
hra since res u b mi tted only one of 
the loans, worth $60 million. 


‘India will not change 
policies to please U.S.’ 


NEW DELHI (R) — India will 
not change its economic policies 
to please Washington, which has 
branded the country an unfair, 
trader under a law that authorises^ 
retaliation, Co mme rce Minister* 
Aran Nehru said Friday. 

He told parliament there would 
be no talks on the subject and 
India might try to take action of 
its own against toe United States. 

“We cannot enter into bilateral 
negotiations to change our basic 
economic policies in areas winch 
are in the domain of sovereign 
decision-making,*’ Nehru told 
parliament. 

The United States a week ago 
branded India an unfair trader for 
the second consecutive year 
under the so-called super 301 
c l ause of the U.S. trade act. 

President George Bush dted: 
India for obstructing foreign in- 


vestment and refusing to allow 
U.S. companies to do business in 
the nationalised insurance in- 
dustry. 

Washington dropped two other 
countries previously dted, Japan 
mid Brazil, leaving mdia alone on 
die list. 

The Bush admnristraion is ex- 
pected to decide by mid-June 
whether to slap a punitive 100 per 
cent tariff on imports from India 
in retaliation. 

Nehru said India might raise 
the issue in forthcoming talks in 
the Uruguay Round of the 
General Agreement cm Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 

“Since the U.S. gover nm ent 

has not actually imposed any me- 
asure affecting India's exports, 
the matter is not yet ripe for 
taking recourse to the efispute 
settlement machinery of GATT.” 


“Howev er , we shall continue 
to work in ambilateral fora, as we 
have been domg in the past, to 
generate pressure of international 
Opinion against the manif e s t ly un- 
feir course of action adopted by 
the U.S.” Nehru said. 

Wa sh ing ton is also irked at 
India’s outspoken opposition to 
inchnfing protection of patents 
and copyri gh ts in toe GATT 
talks, Delhi-based (fipfomats say. 

In dian officials sry if the gov- 
ernment pro te c te d patents on 
pharmaceuticals, for ex ample , 
the cost of some medicines would 
soar. 

“Our policies in these areas are 
geared to meeting our sodo-eco- 
nouhe objectives and are de- 
signed to address the problems 
arising out of our ccotKw ii c situa- 
tion,” Nehru said, referring to 
Washington's complaint. 


Street theft spotlights old 
ways of London finance 


LONDON (R) — In the age of 
computer banking, some time- 
honoured traditions survive in 
London’s bustling finanq al rftc . ■ 
trict, where fortunes in bonds 
are still carried from office to 
office in briefcases. 

When a young thief made off 
with one such briefcase in a 
mugging Wednesday, Britain’s 
central bank sent out a crime 
alert to finance houses worl- 
dwide and took em e rgen cy ac- 
tion to prevent a hiccup in the 
country’s money market. 

The case contained nearly 
£300 minion ($500 million) in 
potentially negotiable bearer 
bonds and was bring deli- 
vered by hand, the way docu- 
ments have been transported 
in the city, as London’s finan- 
cial district is known, for near- 
ly two centuries. 

Hard to cash 

Although t multi-millionaire 
on paper. Wednesday’s attack- 
er would find it virtually im- 
possible to cash his certificates,' 
technically the biggest robbery 
haul in British criminal history, ■ 
after the central bank tip-off. 

The briefcase wifl probably 
be worth more to him thaw its 
contents, said one London 
bond dealer. 

An army of foot messengers 
take about £30 billion pounds 
($50 billion) worth of ftuwriai 
certificates across the square 
mile of toe dty every day, a 


sum equivalent to twice Bri- 
tain’s expected trade deficit 
tins year. 

The messenger system is as 
old as the finance district itself, 
where dealers first congregated 
in coffee shops and later finan- 
cial institutions and brokerages 
were built dose together to 
allow documents to be deli- 
vered quickly by hand. 

“It hasn't changed much 
over the years,” said one 
money m a r ket source. “But I 
think I spotted a w o m a n mes- 
senger once.” 

The Bank of England, admit- 
ting that the system is oat of 
place in _ modem high-speed 
markets, is to introduce a com- 
puterised settlement service 
for the British money market 
later this year which would see 
the end of delivery on foot. 

“We were concerned about 
die messenger system looking 
rather dk&eosian in the mod- 
ern money markets," a spokes- 
man for the central bank said 
May 3. 

The 100 or so messengers, 
working for institutions known 
as discount houses which buy 
and sell the negotiable secur- 
ities, are easy for would-be 
attackers to spot as they wear 
suits with their employer’s 
name emblazoned on the lapel. 

But money marir** sources 
‘said the ok! system, although 
seemingly antiquated and 
vulnerable to street crime, re- 
mained efficient mid relatively 


“In practice they (the bonds) 
are mainly traded between 
banks and a few money firms. 
It would not be that easy lor 
anyone to walk in off toe street 
(with bonds) and exit with -a 
sack full of cash,” said one dty 
analyst. 

In January, a dty worker 
was rewarded with a ma gnu m 
of champagne after handing in 
£4 million pounds ($6.6 mfl - 
hon) worth of bonds he found 
in a gutter outside the Loudon 
stock exchange. 

The new paperless settle- 
ment system, to be called the 
central moneymarkets office, 
wfll be run by the bank and 
participants mil be charged fra* 
the service. 

It is being designed to hand- 
le a higher volume of transac- 
tion s than its predecessor and 
to help London in its bid to 
become the leading financial 
centre in the single European 
market after 1992. 

But toe loss of the messen- 
ger corps will not mean the end 
of dty trad itio ns. 

Some i lmxwiut bouse offi- 
cials c o nti nu e the daily rite of 
donning silk top hats to visit 
the Bank of England or other 
fi n anc i a l institutions, and tiro 
bowler-halted businessman 
with his furled umbrella, 
although a dying breed, can 
still be spotted among young 
men in deqgner suits in the dfy 
of Loudon. 



rebound i 
oil prices 

GENEVA (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bian CM! Minis ter Hisham Naz~ 
er said Friday be had ordered 
an immediate cut hi production 
by the workfs biggest e x port er 
and he expec te d petroleum 
prices to rebound. 

Nazer told Reuters in an 
'interview that he bad acted 
Thursday to comply with a new 
O rganhaitio n of ffetenta n m Ex. 

porting Countries (OPEC) 
agreement to cut excess output 
and help ofl prices winch have 
fallen by about 25 per cent 
since January became of a 
glut, 

T have already instructed 
our co m p an ies to imptemeut 
the a gr eem en t As soon as 
those ins t ru c ti ons reach the 
market, I am sure that the 
market will turn around,” Naz- 
er said. 

Prices had dropped by 
around a dollar per barrel after 
toe agreement by OPEC on 
what traders said was sceptic- 
ism about whether the 13 
members will really stop over- 
prodndpg. 

“Santo Arabia will not pro- 
duce any single barrel above its 
quota,” Nazer said. 

; He said be was puzzled by 
the native market reaction to 
the OPEC accord which, other, 
delegates said, aimed to cut the- 
groap’s total output by about 
six per cent. 

“I do not understand tiro ; 
negative reaction of tiro mar 
ket,” Nazer said. 

‘There is more than 1.4 mil- 
lion barrels a day that were 
pledged to be cut from actual 
production winch was esti- 
mated to be 23.5 nwiKon bai 
rels a day.” 

“And as far as Santo Arabia 
is c onc erned, it would imple- 
ment toe ag re em e n t," be said. 

“Yon know that the market, 
before we came here, esti- 
mated the cut needed at be- 
tween 700,000 and one millioi 
barrels a day.” 

“We cut more than tout We 
cut 1.4 nsOkm barrels a .day 
plus. So I do not think some 
analysts or traders, who want 
to manipulate those figures for 
their own sake, should now sit 
down and claim that the cut 
should be bigger than' that” 
OPEC delegates - said Nazer 
helped in efforts to persuade 
Saudi allies Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates to join 
his country in pr omi s in g to cat 
excess output, 

Other delegations alleged 
that the Gulf trio were the 
leading over-producers. 

Nazer would not be drawn 
on the scale of the Saudi out- 
put cut, sunpfy saying he would 
pull back to die kingdom’s 
OPEC-assigned quota of 5.38 
million barrels daily. 

OPEC officials had earlier 
referred reporte rs to published 
estimates of the group’s April 
production winch put Saudi 
Arabia around 5.81 million. 

Nazer was asked if be knew 
of other producers bad already 
given instructions for cutbacks. 

“I don’t know if they in- 
structed, bat I have no reason 
to doubt their w o rd.” 

The UAE says it is cutting 
by 200,000 barrels a day from 
2.1 minion. Kuwait said it win 
return to h$ quota of 1.5 nril- 
liou from estimated levels 
around 1.9 million. 

The Gulf states are said by 
other OPEC countries to want 
higher quota allocations in fu- 
ture. 

Nazer was asked if this 
would be resolved when OPEC 
meets next, at the end of July. 

T don’t know about tbe 
scope of time,” he said. “But 
we are definitely working for a 
solution of the various needs of 
tiro countries, especially those 
who need to bridge toe gap 
between their capacity to pro- 
duce and their production 
level.” 

A senior Kuwaiti official 
said in remarks published 
Saturday Ins country would cut 
oil output tins month to return 
to its quota of 1.5 nriUioa bar- 
rels a dav. 


Deal saves W. Germany 
from crippling strikes 


BONN (R). — West Gennan in- 
dustry . was spared a crippling 
boot of strikes when management 
and a branch of the Western 
world's biggest trade union 
eme r ged from aU-nzght negotia- 
tions Friday with a new dem on 
pay and woxk hours. \ 
The deal was welcomed by\a 
surge on the Frankfort share mar^ 


committing management to a 35- 
liour week, albeit . from 1995, 
could serve as a benchmark far 
industries. Chemical work- 
ers and civil servants face wage 
tattai later tins year and printing 
workers arc org anisin g wanting 
strikes to impose their own 35- 
hour week package. 

“The agreement is a feet that 


ket as dealers said it lifted a \afifects us and ^ nata^ hffiu- 


potentially damaging threat from 
Europe’s biggest economy. 

But federal government offi- 
‘ rials and independent economists 
cautioned that the package had 
drawbacks, particularly for 
efforts to smooth the way towards 
Gei inaii wufc^ it nop - 

After 19 hours of talks, officials 
of tiro IG Metal! Union accepted 
a six per cent pay rise and agreed 
to a delay in tiro introduction of a 
35-bour week until 1995. 

“Tbe most important dung is 
we’ve avoided a long strike,” said 
a haggard looking Dieter Hnndt, 
head of the employers' federation 
in northern Wucrttcmberg- 
Nbfthern Baden District 

IG MetaH launched three un- 
official strikes tins week against 
West Germany’s bey engineer- 
ing, steel and car sectors and 
planned to deckle next Tuesday 
whether to ballot members on full 
strike action. 

Friday’s deal by regional repre- 
sentatives in the southern West 
Gennan town of Goeppmgen was 
a breakthrough which was ex- 
pected to act the guid el ines for a 
nationwide agreement. 

It mast still be approved by 
national m a nagement and onion 
exec uti ves but IG MetaH Chair - 
man Franz StemkneMer told re- 
porten he would recommend it to 
other regions once die fine print 
was in place. 

Tbe n ego tia ti on s, which began 
in January, seemed doomed to 
future until Friday morning 

IG MetaH wanted an immedi- 
ate cut in tbe working week from 
37 to 35 boms and a pay rise of iq> 
to nine per cent. Employers had 
offered five per cent and rejected 
any toscussion of shorter hours 
until 1993. 

The union’s success in firmly 


fence our negotiations , ” Manfred 
Adrian, chief wage negotiator 
,fbr the print industry, said in an 
interview to be published in 
Saturday’s edition of the news- 
paper Neue Presse. 

KoU dismayed . 

' Industry may now be off the 
book but the settlement has dis- 
mayed Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
govern m ent, which 'has been 
saying it efid not believe' West 
Germany could afford a shorter 
working week when it had to find, 
funds for German unification. 

“This decision to cut hours is 
wrong,” Economics Minister 
Helmut Haiwsmann said. “Cots 
in working tours do not make it 
any easier for the two Gorman 
states to grow together.” 

But the news boosted West 
Gennan stocks, bonds and the 
Deutscheaiarie Friday. 

“It’s fantastic news,” one 
Frankfurt stock trader said. “This 
removes one big source of uncer- 
tainty that had been holding back 
farther investment.” 

Frankfurt's Dax Index of 30 
leading West Gennan shares en- 
ded 31.10 points or 1.7 per cent 
higher at 1,912 j89. 

Monty markets were not only 
reUeved that major strike action 
had been averted but were also 
pleased the pay award was only 
six per cent, which they felt 
would not encourage West Ger- 
many’s Central Bank to t ighten 
monetary pal icy. 

But some econo mi sts forecast 
that West Germany, c ur re n tly 
enjoying one of the world's 
lowest inflation rates, would see 
retail prices rise from a rate of 
under three per cent this year to 
an average four per cent in 1991. 


Kaifu cuts Jakarta aid 


JAKARTA (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tosinki Kaifu 
Saturday cut tins year’s pledge of 
aid to Jakarta by 14 per cent from 
last yen- because of dramatic 
growth in tiro Indonesian eco- 
nomy, Japanese officials said. 

Japan is Indonesia’s largest aid 
.donor, trading partner and inves- 
tor by far. In tbe fiscal year to 
March 31, 1990, Japan’s contribu- 
tion of $2.11 billion accounted for 
42 per cent of Jakarta’s total 
international aid income. 

In a meeting with President 
Suharto, Kaifu promised $1.7 bil- 
lion in soft loans and government 
bank credits. He said he expected 
additional gr an ts to equal last 
year’s $110 million, bringing the 
total package of 1.81 button. 

The pledge of aid to Indonesia 
is nearly twice tiro combined total 
Kaifa promised to the South 
Asian nations he visited earlier 
on the tour, India, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh. 

Nearly 40 per cent of Indone- 
sia’s export earnings go to pay off 
previous loans, and Jakarta, 
which by law has to balance its 
t budget, uses new aid to fund most 
of its development projects. 

A .senior Japanese foreign 


ministry official said the reduc- 
tion in aid to Jakarta reflected 
Indonesia’s success in revamping 
its cconocny, pushing manufac- 
tured exports into the place of 
volatile oQ and natural gas on 
overseas markets. 

“Our polity, as always, is to 
give aid where it is needed roost," 
the official said. “Indonesia’s 
economy is growing at a very 
impressive rate, so aid needs are 
reduced." 

Indonesia’s export-led indust- 
rial sector is expected to grow 8.5 
per cent a year during the five 
year plan ending in *1993. 

Another official said Japanese 
private sector investment was to 
an extent replacing aid in import- 
ance in tbe Indonesian economy. 
A quarter of aU approved foreign 
investment in Indoinesia is from 
Japan. In calendar 1989, 
Japanese companies committed 
investments of $769 mffikm. Next 
came South Korea with $466 mil- 
lion. 

Trade is u*«<dal too. Sixty per 
cent of oil and gas, still Indone- 
sia’s biggest export, goes to 
Japan. Non-oil exports to Japan 
grew 33 per cent in 1989 to $4.15 
billion. 



Egypt Imposes price Increases 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt, ondeT press u re to agree economic reforms 
. with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), announced price 
increases Saturday aimed at cutting huge state subsidies. The 
action, announced in the semi-official daily A1 Gomhooria, 
covered a string of baric food items including wheat flour, rice and 
pasta. The price hikes, ranging from 10 to 100 per cent, followed 
an increase of about 130 per cent earlier tins week in p ri ces for 
butane gas and a smaller increase in cigarette prices. Subsidies, a 
legacy of the socialist policies of the late President Gamal Abdul 
Nasser, are officially estimated ax 3.6 billion pounds ($1.4 billion) 
a year. Egypt has been negotiating with toe IMF for more than a 
year on economic reforms that would allow rescheduling of part 
of its estimated $50 billion foreign debt and open tbe way for fresh 
credits. 

Turkey Inflation surges 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey said Friday that inflation surged to an 
annual 63.5 per cent in April and bankers warned that huge pay 
demands could follow, sparking an economic crisis. A 6.6 per cent 
jump in inflation last mouth was higher than expected, said 
Jean-Ph3ippe Audubert of France’s Basque Indosucz. “The 
psychological factor is a very large component in the inflationary 
env i r on ment," he said. Annual inflation has risen from 60 per 
cent in January and 62.8 at toe end of March and bankers said 
trade tmioro emhf cite the figures to press frM 1 big wage rises. 
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FORECAST EUR SUNDAY MAY fi, 1999 . 

By Thomas S: Pierson, AstMogar, ; Carroll ttghtsr Rjundatkxi 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Even under todays poor as pe c ts 
you can efiatmate 'whatever hn . 
been a drawback' even though 
there baa been much sentiment 
a tt ached to the fiwimif<» ««Tf 

AMES: (Man* 22 ’to Apia 19) 
Take care about what you do with 
your money m tiro among wide 


wffli good common sente far prac- 


TAURO& (April 20 to May 20) 
the the earty morning to get your 
damn and ap pe arai mlrohtl ue ijcd 
and then go forth into solving 
whatev e r personal p r obl ems now 
free you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make a special point eady to 
accept opport u nit y to cheer one 
who is having a daficoh time, <i»m 
you ran getiato confidential bum- 
nets in t eres ts. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jufy 21) An ncyk— ce can be a 
pain in the nock is tbe monmigBO 
£p»ae this individual but taler you 
fold good friends come forward to 
aid p ro g r es s. 

LEO: (Jufy 22 to Augost 21) Start 
yo ur day ngfrt by letting an mfeica- . 
tial person know yen value your . 
awo ri a ti oa, then you win be able 
to do those things that produce 
good mdk 

VIRGO: (August 22 "to Septe m ber 
22) Don't be taken m ha* in the 
dty by some glitt e ring new prom- 
ises after a morning when yon see 
bet te r ways to nuke yonr main 
venture vroric well. 


TJWA , (5ejkioaib»23to 
22) Sidestep ' bmdnessman . who 
conlcT take you to task fix- -some 
fittided'ln&actiotx, fben later aU 
cm be smoothed out to everyone* 
satisfaction. 

SCORPIO: (October 2J. io 

November 21) Be op early to reach 

anew a gre e men t with anew agree- 
ment with a d et er mined asso ciate^ 
while hi tbe evening study your 
phrase of what e v er demand your 
attention. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Think over how you 
can *r nV " your environment at, 

work more attractive in the morn- 
ing , then you find you arc more 
comfortable with your duties. , 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 jto 
January 20) ff yon want to arrange 
some future - entertainment - the 
morning fe the best time to make 
a pp o in tments while the. evening 
finds the need to cut pleasure 
costs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni- 
ary 19) -W ha t ev er you have in mind 
to add more charm to your dwelt 
mg Is excellent then you can get 
.detads of finding specific articles to 

do this. 

PISCES: (February 2D lo Much 20)- 
Get busy’ early with appointments 
of a business or other nature far 
later there can be obstacles in the 
way dial makes It difficult to c&ny 
through. 

Today’s cMM: If your child were .. 
bom today 'she or he will have" 
m a ny «*«"«** to make a lot of 
headway m fifer 





UwawnMethfloafowJumbtas, 
one letter to aacti square, to form 
four orrtnary words. 


BESS 


pram 


■■la 

S 3 


IEEZE 3 I 



NowvranpettiecbcisdlettafBtD 
flowed by toe atom cartoon. • 


Print answor hem: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

JwTtbfos: QUOTA TRUTH GRUBBY CEMENT 

* tm " K to ok far a. chants— ■ . 

A TURN FOR THE -BETTOR" 


THE Daily Crossword 


byflanitcaGafdaa'- 


ACROSS 
1 Gofer 


10 Smelt group 

14 GmrL gp. 

15 Steps 
10 Sway 

17 WW1 cannons 

19 Vlooda and 
Burrows 

20 On fend 

21 Swimmer 
Gertrude's Wn 

23 Irani money 
25 Penitent 


forittentlah 
30 Afr. fly 
33 Old Ena- 


HU 

I ana jiiiI 

laainaainaa 

Hsusy 

iiian Si 
■.£■■■ jbrbH 

■■■ aBNHHBS 


<!■■■■ ilBBB 


r.T-'rr-.^ 






tiM'fiT- f"a /IsEgMS 


nnnn nnnn nnnran! 
nnnn nnnn nnrtnn 
nnnnnnnnn nnnnni 
nnn nnnn nnnnrsn! 

nqmiiriai rs*iinr?i 
nmm nnnnnr? ; 
nnmfan nrcnr? fit n 
nnnminn niinrirsfin ; 
nnn nnmn nnnnnn i 
nnnnrr: nnrrn 
n~nr\ nnnnnnnn \ 
nnnnm n«mn nnn i 
rinrtnn n^nnmnn 
nnnrsn nr.nr* nnnn 
nnn nsi nnnn nnnn 













Infer Majesty Qncta Noor Satan}*; distributed 
jfrins ta winners oT the TrI AI Rmnuran ffilk&Bb speed test 
^wt Friday. PsrtJdpaitt Mohammad AS Saleh mg the 

ucejecnri^^^lluimdeetfo&medfc^H^&KBMDftifaasecoad; 
#nt tad Gwge KJrtyyri te tUnL Veteran rare driver Jack 
Xbayyat mt jmrtfa a special prize for Ms contribution to the 
apdrt (Petrt) \ '■■•’ 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 

!^ ; - - .• Itoui^of baseball games played on Friday, May 4, 1990 

; coach-pitch division: 


x- Epson 1L . " - 

Intercontinental 9! 

^ Aramc* 10 ' . 

...Arab Finance Corp. 16 


Com cent 8 

National Steel Industry 7 
PireBi 9 
A1C1 10 


KID-HTCH DIVISION: 

Jordan Worsted MDIs 11 ' Wesongbouse 10 

■NECC IS Marriott 4 

: : Danish Dai^ U Mr. Chips 11* 

•'• -~z*(otie more innin g reatgan$ to be •. 
r p4aycd in ibis game) 

SOFTBALL DIVISION: 


Qaddoumi Agricultural 9 
Second Tune Around. 6 . 


Volvo 4 
NADAS 2 


GOREN BRIDGE 


. WITH OMAR SHARIF 
•• 5 TANNAtt WRSCH 
CU90 Tiltwna Mnfta 5wnc«1.kK. 


North-Soutb . vulnerable East, 
deals. 

NORTH 

4 A'K Q 7 6 - Ai the table. West led the king of 

• - dob&andshiftedtoadianiond.Dc- 

0 K 4 . - darer played low from dummy. 

* Q J WS >• East inserted ihe jack and declarer 

WEST. .-. --.EAST , won. Dummy was entered with a 

4 19 8 4 4 5 3 spade and the eight of hearts was 

VoW' ... . fT .A I_?4. '■ taL Since the double blueprinted the 

0 8 7 3 2 . 0 A J 9 5. • distribution, declarer ran it. A re- 

-4 A K 7 4 2 4 8 6 3' . ~ • peat tramp finesse landed the 

-SOUTH • ' - ■- • — - - contracL 

■ ' !*•'♦ 1* 2 ' - : WHh' East and West cooperating, 

7 TOM9532.. the defense can prevail. At trick 

O J :r ’ r ^V^ito6; West mua shift # j(?*a 'spade— 

A-o - ' ' -i4H 4f ‘ * ■* j... 


PLAY OR DEFEND? 

, ... _ ai a (Ss^ibutioaal takeout and suc- 
*; Eas * ceeded only in gening lo dou- 
ble four hearts. 


Tbcs bidding: 
Eart Son* 
Pass Z 9 " 
P«* > 3 0 
Paw : 4 9 
DM' Pass 


North 
NT”' 
Pass 
’ Paw. ' 

' Pass 


Opening lead: King of ♦ 

_• • Study this hand from the re cen t 
FbQ North American. Champion - 
flop*. then deride : whether ypu 
-■woidd rather play or defend fobr 
hearis doubled. 

South?*, opening-bid was weak; 

- North's response' was forang and 

- South showed a diamond feature. 
T wit’s three no trump was jiuended 


jack Of spadks is best, bat a low one 
is good enough. The table wins and 
- the right of hearts is led. East rises 
* with the ace and 'retains another 
spade, removing the last entry to the 
table. - • 

If declarer attempts to pick up 
. trumps. East must take care to cov- 
er. Declarer will lose only one trump 
crick, but he will have to concede 
two diamonds for down one. Alter- 
natively. declarer can try to cash a 
third spade. East must niff, again 
giving up Ins tramp trick in favor of 
. securing a second diamond. Any 
: way- you look ai it. you should have 
chosen to defend! 


Salsabil wins 

1000 Guineas ^* ton bar «*y avoids ^legation 


NEWMARKET. England (R) — 
Veteran jockey Willie Canon 
captured the only English hone 
racing dassk to elude him when 
partnering 64 favourite Salsabil 
-to a three quarters of a length 
success in the 1,000 Guineas 
Thursday. 

Carson, 47, has 13 other En- 
glish classics to his credit, includ- 
ing last year's Epsom Derby and 
2,000 Guineas on Nashwan. 

Salsabil, trained by John Dun- 
lop and, like Nashwan. owned by 
Hamdan AI Maktoum, fought a 
fierce battle before mastering 
Heart of Joy (4-1), the mount of 
Walter S win burn. 

The pair drew clear in the final 
furlong (200 metres) of the one- 
mile (1.6-km) races and finished 
five lengths dear of third-placed 
Negligent (11-2), ridden by cham- 
pion jockey Pat Eddery. 

Heart of Joy, trained by 
Michael Staute, appeared to be 
going best of ell as the 10 Allies 
approached the final quarter of 
the race, until Carson produced 
Salsabil on the outside. 

The pair slugged it out neck 
and neck, with Heart of Joy just 
appearing to hold the edge. 

But in the final 100 metres the 
game Salsabil got her head in 
front and held on well. 

Trainer Dunlop will wait be- 
fore deciding whether Salsabil 
attempts the Oaks, run over 12 
furlongs (2.4 km) at Epsom on 
June 9. 

He said: “The ground was a bit 
firm for her and the runner-up is 
probably a very good filly in her 
own right. X was worried about a 


100 yards before the line, but this 
filly really tried and Willie gave 
her a lovely ride." 

Bookmakers offer Salsabil at 
5-2 for the Oaks, but Dunlop 
warned* “There must be a doubt 
about her getting the one and a 
half mile s and we will not make 
op our minds for a week or so as 
two whether she runs." 

Carson said: “Salsabil is a very 
good filly and won on ground not 
ideal for her. She bad to dig deep 
into her reserves. 1 picked the 
right one to follow in Walter 
(Swinbum). They were always 
going better than my mount — 
until the last half furlong." 

Trainer Barry Hills was de- 
lighted with Negligent's perform- 
ance. “Pat Eddery said on dis- 
mounting that he thought she 
would have a good chance in the 
Oaks.” 



f MANY VILLAS AND 1 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTA SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisan], Sweifieh, 
Abdoun aid many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: >10609, 810805 


CAR FOR SALE 

1982 Toyota Carina, 67,000 kilometres, one owner auto- 
matic transmission, selling price Jordanian dinars seven 
thousand or best offer. 

For more Information, please call 660160 


TEACHERS NEEDED 

Physical education 
English — native speakers 
Art 

Experience preferred 

Can 677534, Monday —Thursday, 9 am. — T! am; 




BACCALAUREATE THEATRE 
MAY 8, 8:00 RM. 


Tickets JD 2-3 

CHENS, TAIWAN TOURISMO, RESTAURANT 
CHINA 

SWEET SUPERMARKET, ISTXKLAL, 
MANDARIN 


LONDON (AP) — Kingsley 
Black scored with 16 minutes 
remaining to give Luton a 3-2 
victory at Derby Saturday that 
allowed L u t on to avoid relegation 
to the second division of the 
English Soccer League, Sheffield 
Wednesday will be relegated in- 
stead. 

The final Saturday of the 
league season was marred by fan 
violence in several parts of the 
country that resulted in dozens of 
arrests and injuries. The worst 
violence was in Bournemouth, 
where fans dashed with police 
dad in riot gear. 


Black’s second goal of the 
game boosted Luton to 43 points 
for the season, the same as Shef- 
field Wednesday. Luton avoided 
relegation because it ended the 
38-game schedule with a better 
goal differential than Sheffield 
Wednesday, which lost 3-0 at 
home to Nottingham Forest. 

Charlton and MSlwall earlier 
had been assured of relegation 
from the first division. Leeds and 
Sheffield United will be prom- 
oted from the second division, as 
well as a third team to be deter- 
mined by a four-dub playoff. 

Liverpool, which clinched its 


record 18th league title a week 
ago. finished its season with a 6-1 
outburst at Coventry that in- 
cluded three goals by John 
Banes and a pair by striker 
Ronny Rosenthal. 

Hie three goals allowed Barnes 
to capture the division one scor- 
ingtitle with 28 goals. His team- 
mate, 'Ian Rush, scored once 
Saturday to finish in a tie for 
second place with Tottenham’s 
Gary Lineker with 26 goals 
apiece. 

In other first-division games,* 
second-place Aston Villa man- 
aged a 3-3 tie at Everton, third- 


place Tottenham won 2-1 at 
home against Southampton and / 
Arsenal finished in fourth [place;" 
after a 2-2 tie at Norwich. 

Also, Crystal Palace tied visit- 
ing Manchester City 2-2, Man- 
chester United won 1-0 at home 
against Chariton, visiting Chesl- 
sea defeated MQlwall 3-1 and 
Wimbledon won 3-2 at Queens 
Park Rangers. 

Leeds clinched the second-divi- 
sion title with a 1-0 victory at 
Bournemouth that was marred by 
fan violence before and after the 
contest. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
Abdoun Area 

Brand new furniture, area 330 sq.m., Marble floors, car 
parks, swimming pool priviliges. storage room, servant 
quarters etc. 

For more Information please call 825566 


— Please Keep This Nmnber — 

610544 

If you have used-furniture or home electrical appliances that you 
want to sell, we are ready to buy. 

Rolan for Maintenance Works and Services 
Tel: 610544 


An effective medical treatment (American) of Erectile impotence 
(sexual disfunction/males) without (drugs & surgery) — medical- 
ly & offtcialy cleared. 

Pis call 641075 Amman/Jordan, Fax No. 647540. Gulf & 
M. East Medical Firm. Agents Wanted Abroad 


Jordan Medical Aid for Palestinians 

Medical Aid for Palestinians Walk - Jordan 

at 11/5/1990 

For Walkers and non Walkers 

For the whole Family 

Come and spend Friday at "Souk Baladi" 

Khirbat Abu Jaber / Al-Yadudah. 

From 11:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m . 

* Free Entrance 

* Light Lunch outdoors . 

* Enjoy the wide range of the traditional prod- 
ucts of our country, & have lots more fun & 
entertainmert come & meet our famous Jor- 
danian actors. 

* Shop from our big varieties of Specially 
homemade food . 

For more information please call 611065 
Riyadh Centre 2nd floor. 


Jordan Medical Aid for Palestinians 

Medical Aid for Palestinians Walk - Jordan AO 

at 11/5/1990 uKr 

NOTES ON SPONSOR FORMS 

Date, time and venue 

The walk will start at the Intercontinental Hotel at 8:30 ajn. on Friday 11th May ; 990 and will 
follow the route outlined in the enclosed map. Participants are requested to arrive not latw than 
7:45. a.m. It will end at Kherbat Abu Jaber. 
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Stations 

The Walk will be divided* into substages 
(stations) 2 km. apart. Participants collect a 
card at the Intercontinental Hotel and have a 
new card at each station . The final (1 1th) sta- 
tion will be at the Kherbat Abu Jaber. 

How much should one walk 
One can walk as be/she wants, but the mini- 
mum valid distance is 2 km. i.e. one should get 
at least the first card. 


Food & drinks 

Participants with sponsor forms reciept hold- 
ers will be provided with food and drinks free 
of charge along the route at every station. 


Buses & Shuttles 

These will be available during the walk to take 
the participants back to the Intercontinental 
Hotel or Kherbat Abu Jaber. An ambulance 
will be on stand by in case of emergency. 
Police supervision 

The police have been notified and will be 
available to ensure the safety of the partici- 
pants. 

Media Coverage 

The event shall be covered by T.V. Radio and 
the local newspapers. 

Collection of money 

After compleeting the walk, the money corre- 
sponding to the number of sponsors on each 
form, should be brought back to the organis- 
ing committee not later than 25 th of May 
1990. 


For more information please call 611065 
Riyadh Centre 2nd floor. 


ferfftnuoccs: 3:30, fcflO. 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144^5 Cinema 



NUOUM 


Tel: 675571^R Cinema 


Happy Bd A! Fltr 
and Many Happy Return* 

Adel Imam in 

Hanafl the Grant 
(Hanafl AI Ubbahah) 


Pefoonuioes: 
Jk 


3:30, &15. 

wrtn fbOW U 11 AI LBL 


PLAZA 


HorrloonFord 

In 

INDIANA 

JONES 


Tel: 699238 


FnfMn»cet:330. &15, 8J0; l(h30 
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Bush against ban on 
nuclear arms in Europe 


STILLWATER, Oklahoma (R) — President George 
Bosh has proclaimed die dawn of a new “age of 
freedom” that makes nuclear weapons less vital in 
Europe but said the United States opposed eliminat- 
ing NATO’s nuclear arsenal entirely. 


to 


“The United States is not going 
to allow Europe to become ‘safe 
for conventional war." There are 
few lessons so clear in history as 
this: Only the combination of 
conventional forces and nuclear 
forces have ensured peace in 
Europe,” he said. 

In a speech to graduating stu- 
dents at Oklahoma State Uni- 
versity, Bush elaborated on his 
call Thursday for a new Western 
strategy for Enrope and his 
announcement that two nuclear 
weapons programmes were being 
scrapped. 

"Europe, and the world, have 
entered a new era — the age of 
freedom,” he said in his prepared 
remarks, referring to the crumb- 
ling of Communist rule in Eastern 
Europe and dramatic political 
change in the Soviet Union. 

Bush said that “in light of these 
new political conditions, and the 
limited range and flexibility of 
. short-range nuclear missile forces 
based in Europe” he was aban- 


doning plans to build a replace- 
ment for NATO's ageing Lance 
missile and to modernise nuclear 
artillery shells. 

The range of these weapons, 
which are based mainly in West 
Germany, limits them to targets 
in East Germany, Poland and 
Chechoslovakia — countries no 
longer part of the Soviet Bloc. 

Bush reaffirmed his readiness 
to begin negotiations with the 
Soviet Union to reduce or elimin- 
ate short-range land-based nuc- 
lear weapons in Europe even 
before a treaty trimming conven- 
tional forces is implemented. 

Bat U.S. officials said 
Washington wants to build a con- 
sensus within NATO for deploy- 
ment of a more modem nuclear 
weapons system — the so-called 
TASM, a e? acronym fix- tactical air 

to surface missile. 

“Even as NATO gives more 
emphasis to its political mission, 
its guarantee of European secur- 
ity must remain firm,” Bush said. 


“So the alliance will need 
maintain a sound, collective milit- 
ary structure in the field, backed 
by larger forces that could be 
called on in a crisis.” 

Bush coupled bis comments on 
NATO and unclear weaponry 
with a warning against a U.S 
retreat into isolationism. 

“The United States should re- 
main a European power in the 
broadest seme — politically, mili- 
tarily and economically,” he said. 

Bush said a NATO summit 
expected to take place in London 
in mid or late June should have a 
four-point agenda: 


and 


— German unification 
other political issues; 

— alliance goals for reducing 
conventional weapons; 

— the role of nuclear arms In 
Europe and nuclear arms control 
goals, and 


— allied objectives for the 35- 
nation conference on security and 
cooperation in Europe, at wh ich 
both East and West are repre- 
sented. 


While striking a generally up- 
beat tone about what the future 
holds, Bush cautioned that the 
changes sweeping the Soviet Un- 
ion are not yet folly dear. 


Croatian Co mmunis ts 
all but concede poll defeat 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Ruling Communists in Croatia, 
Yugoslavia’s second biggest re- 
public, have all but conceded 
defeat on the eve of the second 
round of parliamentary elections 
almost certain to end 45 years of 
Co mmunis t power. 

In the first round on April 22, 
Communists won only 13 seats 
against 104 for the Croatian 
Democratic Union (CDU), a 
right-wing nationalist party, and 
file final result after Sunday’s 
vote for the republic’s three- 
chamber 356-member parlia- 
ment, was in little doubt. 

Only candidates who won over 
50 per cent of the vote were 
elected in the first- round. The 
rest were forced into the second 
round where a simple majority 
will decide. 

The CDU leads in most dis- 
tricts. 

“The League of Communists of 
Croatia was in power in the first 
election round, but in the second 
round it is practically in opposi- 
tion,” Ivo Druzic, a party leader, 
told a central committee meeting 
in Zagreb Friday. 

The Communists have laun- 
ched last minute attacks on the 
CDU, accusing it of nationalism 
and of stirring ethnic conflicts to 
win more votes. 

But between the two election 
rounds they have in fact drawn 
closer to the CDU position that 
the republics should have full 
autonomy and the right to secede 
from the Yugoslav federation. 

The CDU, headed by former 
army General Franjo Tudjman, 
has demanded that tile federation 
of six republics and two auton- 


omous provinces be transformed 
into a loose confederation. 

Tudjman has said Croatia, a 
perennial arch-rival of the biggest 
republic Serbia, would secede 
from Yugoslavia if its interests 
were not fully served within it. 

“The Croatian people can 
choose a retrograde programme 
of national euphoria, but must be 
aware that it comes across as an 
anachronism in modern Europe,” 
said Ivica Racan, the Croatian 
reformist Communist Party presi- 
dent. 

The Croatian and Slovenian 
Communists split from the once 
monolithic federal party after a 
stormy congress last January but 
the Slovene Communists were 
heavily defeated and ousted from 
power in first free elections in 
April. 

Some CDU leaders have stir 
red controversy by laying Hwfmc 
to the neighbouring republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina which is, 
according to the last census, 
populated by 1.8 million Mus- 
lims, 1.8 million Serbs and 
400,000 Croats. 

The Bosnian Communist lead- 
ers have sharply protested against 
such claims, saying they were 
tantamount to a call to civil war. 

Tudjman said in his final elec- 
tion rally in the north Adriatic 
town of Rijeka Friday night that 
the rights of other nationalities 
“who consider Croatia as their 
homeland and do not work 
against its interests” would not be 
jeopardised. 

But hp added: “There have 
been enough illusions. The Croa- 
tian people wants to be its own 
boss on its own soil.” 


Armenia militants demand 
Soviet troop withdrawal 


MOSCOW (AP) — About 200 
men armed with rifles, pistols and 
knives surrounded a Communist 
Party building in the Armenian 
capital of Yerevan for several 
hours, bat dispersed peacefully 
after presenting a fist of political 
demands, authorities and witnes- 
ses. said. 

Members of the group called 
themselves the Armenian Nation- 
al Army and presented a list of 
demands to party officials, said 
Ashot Manucharyan of the Arme- 
nian National Movement Friday. 

He emphasised his group was 
not connected with the militants 
and disagrees with their tactics. 

The Armenian National 
Army's demands ranged from the 
withdrawal of all Soviet troops 
from Armenia to a multiparty 
system in the republic and post- 
ponement of May 20 legislative 
elections for six months, Marm- 
chaiyan said in a telephone inter- 
view. 


It was the second show of force 
against authorities in less than a 
month in Yerevan. On April 15, 
crowds of people bombarded the 
local KGB headquarters with 
stones, torches and flare gn«m in 
an attack said to have been trig- 
gered by the arrest of Armenians 
on charges of stealing weapons 
from a military unit. At least one* 
person was killed and one person 
seriously wounded in the attack. 

No injuries were reported in 
Friday's incident at the building, 
which houses the city party com- 
mittee. 


Garo Lachinian, a news photo- 
grapher, said by telephone that 
the crowd of mostly young men 
began assembling about noon. 


carrying weapons ranging from 
flintlocks and knives to Kalash- 
nikov assault rifles. 

The group surrounded the 
building in downtown Yerevan, 
with some of the armed men 
taking to nearby rooftops, he 
said. 

Manucharyan said the militants 
organised in January, when many 
firearms were stolen during 
ethnic dashes between Arme- 
nians and Azerbaijanis in the two 
Caucasus republics. 

A smaller group of armed men 
entered the building, ordered 
everyone out, and asked to speak 
with regional party officials, pre- 
senting them with a list of de- 
mands, said Gevorg Oganesyan, 
a spokesman for die regional 
party Central Committee. 

Col. Grant Avakyan of the 
Armenian Interior Ministry said 
the men left die building after the 
negotiations with the party and 
the local police, but did not sur- 
render their weapons. He said the 
incident lasted about six hours. 

The men also demanded that 
Soviet troops withdraw from the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a predominantly. 
Armenian region located within' 
die republic of Azerbaijan, said 
Debt Avetisyan, duty officer of 
the Armen press news agency in 
Yerevan. 

Riots and attacks against KGB, 
government and party buildings 
have become part of a recurring 
pattern of anti-Soviet acts in va- 
rious parts of the southern Soviet 
Union in the past year. Some of 
the attacks are aimed clearly at 
taking arms from police and KGB 
stocks, and others have been to 
force political change. 


Japan 
wants to 
help end 
war in 
Cambodia 


JAKARTA (R) — Japan said 
Saturday it wanted to help end 11 
years of dvfl war in Cambodia 
but ruled out acting as much 
more than a host for fresh peace 
talks. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshflri Kaifo, nearing the end of 
a five-nation Asian tour, said 
Tokyo would host talks between 
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk, nominal leader of the three 
party guerrilla coalition. 

The meeting, initially proposed 
by Thailand, would follow prepa- 
ratory talks in Bangkok by the 
end of May. 

.“Japan wishes to moderate as 
actively as possible,” Kaifo told 
reporters. “If a meeting could be 
arranged (between Sihanouk and 
Hun Sen), Japan will take what- 
ever measures necessary to en- 
sure its success.” 

Kaifo would not give a timet- 
able for the Tokyo talks but 
officials in Bangkok have said 
they were scheduled for the first 
week in June. 

“It’s not a question of who will 
meet or when they will meet but 
rather that we cooperate together 
and I for- one have a strong desire 
to do so*!” 

A senior Japanese Foreign 
Ministry official said Tokyo 
would only provide a site for the 
meeting. 

“We cannot get involved in the 
internal politics of Cambodia,” 
he said after Kaifo met Indone- 
sian President Suharto, whose 
country has hosted several failed 
peace talks between the waning 
Cambodian frictions. 

Meanwhile thousands of re- 
fugees have fled recent fighting 
between guerrillas and govern- 
ment forces in northwestern 
Cambodia, relief officials said 
Saturday. 

More than 10,000 Cambodians 
arrived at guerrilla-controlled re- 
fugee camps on the Thm-Cambo- 
dian border during April, said aid 
officials in the Thai frontier town 
of Aranyaprathet. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 


Britain, 

France 

announce 

defence 

cooperation 


WADDESDON, England (AP) 
— Britain and France, which 
have jealously guarded the inde- 
pendence of their nuclear forces, 
have announced they will forge 
closer links in security and .de- 
fence matters. 

The Reach and British De- 
fence ministers l»tw announced 
they were looking at the possibili- 
ties of cooperation on unspecified 
nuclear programmes. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and President Francois 
Mitterrand of France announced 
the defence cooperation at a news 
conference daring the annual 
Anglo-French summit. It was 
held a day after U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker announced 
that short-range Lance missiles in 
Germany, which will become 
obsolete in 1995, will not be 
replaced. 

Thatcher, who had favoured a 
new Lance missile, said the deci- 
sion made by U.S. President 
George Bosh increased the im- 
portance of modernising the pre- 
sent “free-falling nuclear 
bombs... to a missile from air-to- 
ground.” 

Mitterrand endorsed Bush's 
decision on the Lance, “which is 
file position I had in fact called 
for myself in 1988.” He said 
France wants to link modernisa- 
tion or redactions in nadear 
weapons to concrete results from 
Vienna talks on reducing conven- 
tional forces. 


“Both of us as independent 
nuclear deterrent powers — the 
only two in Europe... we feel we 
should cooperate more closely on 
security and defence matters,” 
Thatcher said. 

We have asked our foreign 
and defence ministers to super- 
vise a programme of enhanced 


cooperation on these issues with 
particular emphasis on future 
security arrangements in 
Europe,” she said. 

“No field is precluded from 
such cooperation,” said Mitter- 
rand. “Let’s move forward. We 


will not overnight achieve coor- 
dination as complete and as full 
as I would wish, but we wil move 
forward." 


Britain and France have not 
included their nuclear arsenals in 
the superpower arms reduction 
talks. Both countries maintain 
they need nuclear weapons as an 
essential minimal deterrent, and 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev in recent years has not 
pressed the issue. 

Thatcher said her talks with 
Mitterrand focused on the situa- 
tion in the Soviet Union and 
East-West relations. 

Mitterrand told reporters be 
sahres Bush's fears for the stabil- 
ity of the Soviet government, 
saying he detects “certain ele- 
ments of fragility, things that 
could become dangerous.” 

Bush told reporters Thursday 
that he sometimes worries about 
Gorbachev's staying power and 
the possibility of a “takeover that 
will set back the whole process” 
of reform in the Soviet Union. 

But Mitterrand said: “We 
aren’t gambling on his failure. 
...fiie hypothesis that we’re de- 
finitely working on is the con- 
tinuation of the renovation pro- 
cess that we very much hope for, 
and that we hope will succeed.” 
Thatcher avoided direct com- 
ment on Bush's fears. 

'President Gorbachev has 
done wonders. He has brought 
about a complete transformation 
in East-West relations and I think 
has been the first person to have 
the courage to see that the Com- 
munist system would not work for 
the Soviet Union,” she said. 


Contras agree to begin disarming 


MANAGUA (Agencies) — Con- 
tra rebel leaders signed teraccord 
Saturday with Nicaraguan Presi- 
dent Violeta Chamorro in which 
they agreed to begin hamfing 
over their weapons to United 
Nations forces Tuesday. 

The accord, read to a news 
co n fere n ce by Nicaraguan Car- 


dinal' Miguel Obando Y Bravo, 
was signed after 16 hours of nego- 
tiations over contra demands that 
die new government give them 
economic help and guarantee 
their personal security once they 
lay down their aims. 

“There is now a fibred date and 
we are disposed to comply,” re- 
bel military leader Israel Galeano 
said. 

The U.S.-backed rebels fought 
for eight yean against the coun- 
try's leftist Sancfimsta govern- 
ment which lost to Chamorro in 
February elections. 

In an agreement signed last 
month, the contras said they 
would begin disarming on April 
25 — Chamorro's inauguration 
date — and end the process by 
June 10. But the disarmamen t 
was stalled because of the rebels’ 
security concerns. 

United Nations Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
sharply criticised the rebels 
Thursday fix- not beginning to 
disarm on time. 



Saturday’s accord restated the 
previous agreement that rebels 
grouped in five internationally 
supervised security zones inade 
Nicaragua be fully disarmed by 
June 10. 


An Organisation of American 
States (OAS) official at the talks 
raid more than 9,000 rebels are 
now in the zones with more ex- 
pected to arrive soon. 

In r et ur n for the contra agree- 
ment to begin the disa rmame nt 


Violeta Chamorro 

Chamorro agreed to gurantee foe 
physical security of file contra 
fighters and their families, pulling 
all government troops out of the 
security, zones and all 

civilians there. 

The government also .agreed to 
announce on June 10 a program- 
me for the reduction of the 
country’s armed forces, k promise 
Chamorro made during her elec- 
toral campaign. 

Once the co ntras are disarmed 
the government will give legal 
recognition to any political g rou p 
the former rebels might form, the 
accord said. 

Asked if the contras would 
form a political party, Galeano 
said only: “Everything is possible 
in life.” 

The government will also set 
aside settlement areas for the 
former rebels where they and 
their families will be provided 
boosing and other economic 
assistance, the accord added. 

The role of the military in 
Nica r agua’s new government will 
dimmish “little by little and as 
soon as possible,” Chamorro said 
Friday. 


She made her remarks as she 
began dosed talks with the contra 
rebel movement. 

Contra commander Franklin 
said the fact that the contras are 
meeting with C ham orro shows a 
willingness to unite to work to 
rebuild “a society that is des- 
troyed.” 

“I like what Commander 
Franklin said because what we 
wants to rebuild our country in 
peace, in reconciliation and also 
to. demilitarise our country,” 
Ch ai ho rro said. 

Franklin, who commanded 
some 12,000 rebel troops, arrived 
Thursday from Nicaragua’s 
northern mountains and said his*i 
. delegation was in the capital: “To 
find file fastest solution to the 
situation.” 

Many contras are especially 
angry over Chamorro's decision 
to fcefcp Gen. Humberto Ortega 
as temporary head of foe army. 

Contra negotiator Commander 
Oscar “Ruben” Solvabarro on. 
April 19 signed a ceas efir e agree- 
ment with the Sandurista People’s 
Army and another pact with Cha- 
morro's government to demobil- 
ise and disarm by June 10. 

Aristiides Sanches, director of 
the contras, said Thursday that 
the agreements do sot mention 
reducing the Nicaraguan mihtaiy, 
estimated to number some 
300,000, although it does speak of 
“guarantees.” 
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“The reduction and disarming 
of ti re army is one of those 
guarantees,” he said. 

When Chamorro took offiqp 


April 15 she charted Gen. Ortega 
with “forming a p rog r a ming to 
bring about a redaction of the 
armed forces.” 

She said Ortega would stay on 
as head of the army until the 
contras were disarmed. 


Filipino rebels kill marine 


OLONGAPO, Philippines (AP) 
— Suspected Communist assas- 
sins shot and kiOed a U.S. Marine 
near the Subic Bay Naval Base, a 
U.S. Navy spokesman and police 
said Saturday. 

Navy authorities cancelled off- 
base leaves and non-essential 
travel for the 40,000 U.S. troops 
stationed throughout the P hiKp - 
pines after the attack near the 
U.S.-run Subic Base, located 80 
kilometres west of Manila. 

The slaying took place about 
midnight Friday, said Lt. Cmdr. 


Kevin Mnkri, a navy spokesman. 

He refused to release fire vic- 
tim’s name pending notification 
of relatives, but police investiga- 
tor Romeo de Guzman identified 
him as gunnery Sgt. John S. 
Fredette, 34. Officials said he was 
on temporary duty while his 
squadron, from El Toro, Califor- 
nia, was undergoing training 
here: 


De Guzman said Fredette was 
walking along a side street in 
Qkmgapo when one of five sus- 


pected Communist New People’s 
Army a-sgasmns shot him once in 
the neck with a Handgun. The 
five escaped on foot 

Fredette was rushed to the 
Subic Base Hospital, where be 
died one hour later, De Guzman 
added. ’ 

The incident took place amid 
warnings by Philippine author- 
ities that the rebels would try to 
kill an American here before 
talks open on May 14 on extend- 
ing the lease on Subic and five 
other installati ons 


gather for 
Lennon memorial 
concert 




LIVERPOOL, England {AS) — 

- International pop stars have 
gathered in John Lemxm’s home- 
town of Liverpool to rehearse the 
Beaties they win perform at 
a memorial concert for the sla i n 
star. Kyhe Mmogne, Wet Wet 
Wet and Terence Trent d’Arby 
will join 1960s and 1970s roclcera 
inc luding Joe Cocker -and- the- 
Moody Blues in a Saturday .bon? . 
cert that will be televised in Bri- 
tain. The p rogr am me will be re- 
broadcast around the world in 
October as part of a 50d» birthday 
tribute to Damon. Lennon was 
shot to death in New York City 
on Dec. 8, 1980, when he was 40 
years old. The confessed kSBer,. 
Mark Chapman, is serving, a fife 
prison sentence. Lemon's widow, 
Yoko Ono, and their son Sean 
arrived in Britain Thursday night. 
On Friday they visited the site for 
the open-air concert on Lively 
pool's Mersey riverfront. Techni- 
cians a dded the fi n S ghjpg touches 
to the huge stage, flanked by,' 
video screens, as performers re- - 
hearsed Saturday night’s show — 
all Beatles or Lennon sbngs/Pro- '. 
ceeds of the concert are to go to 
the Spirit Foundation, a charity 
for environmental projects that 
Yoko Ono and Lennon founded •' 
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Oldest iceberg- : # 

breaking up ; 

WASHINGTON (AP)—A12- 
year odyssey is coming to an end 
for the oldest known driftin g ~ ^ 
iceberg which has started to 
break up in the South’ Atlantic. 

Tire iceberg winch oboe covered 
over 136 square miles (218 square 
kilometres}, was first sighted in 
1978. Since then it has drifted 
some 5,700 miles. (9,170 
kilometres), almost entitoly 
around Antarctica, acropfing.to 


."-205^ 

--4 IK 

SET ! 

sorc 
ii 
Its Gi 


the Joint Ice Centre operafad by " ju, 1 


Full-scale talks begin 
on German reunification 


BONN (Agencies) — World War 
Lives “big four,” launched uni- 
fication talks with the two Ger- 
manys Saturday with the Soviet 
Union signalling it was willing 
compromise over the future 
state's security status and other 
key issues. 

Doubt about Moscow’s posi- 
tion was upp e rm ost in diplomats’ 
minds when foreign ministers of 
the war-time allies — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain 
and France — and their German 
counterparts started the so-called 
“two-plus-foor” talks. 

But Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, who has 
proposed one plan after another 
to block a united Germany from 
becoming a full member of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO), quickly reassured 
the group be wanted to see a 
solution all could accept. 


toiy throughout,” the official 
said. “He accepted entirely the 
right to self-determination of fire 
German people. He said he did 
not want to get bogged down in 
obsolete views of the past.” 

The Soviet minister also drop- 
ped Moscow’s insistence on a full 
peace treaty, a formality 
would have embarrassed Ger- 
many 45 years after its' uncon- 
ditional surrender and opened 
the door to reparations claims 
from over 50 states. 


Bonn’s Western allies, for their 
part, were keen to convince him 
that NATO was moving away 
from cold war confrontation and 
wanted neither victors nor van- 
quished to emerge from the talks, 
a British official told journalists. 

“Shevardnadze was condlia- 


Eartier, West German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
d ism issed Soviet objections to 
NATO membership for a united 
Germany. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, however, acknowledged 
that other nations have “legiti- 
mate interests” that may need to 
be addressed. 

In addition to the Soviet objec- 
tions, Poland wants assurances 
that Germany wQl not claim any 
Polish land that was German 
territory prior to World War II. 

Genscher, Baker and Shevard- 
nadze joined their counterparts 
from Britain, France and East. 
Gerany for the first such top-level 


talks on mating the Germznys. 

The six diplomats gathered at 
fire foreign ministry in Bonn. 

Final decisions were not ex- 
pected from the meeting, held 
just 3 1-2 weeks before fixe start 
of fire U.S.-Soviet summit 
Washington. 

East Germany’s Markus Meck- 
el, a pastor arid former janitor 
turned foreign minister, was the 
first to arrive in a black Mer- 
cedes-Benz. 

Chatting with each othef,. the 
men stood m a row and posed for 
photographers, with Baker and 
Shevardnadze constantly side by 
side. 

Baker and British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd tried to 
ease fire Soviet fears, said a Brit- 
ish official who briefed reporters 
on condition of anonymity. 

He quoted Hurd as saying, 
“We are seeing a changing 
NATO. We are moving away 
from the vocabulary of the cold 
war.” 

“We have difficult problems to 
solve,” Genscher said in his 
opening remarks after they had 
sat down at a round table made 
the foreign ministry’s main con- 
ference room. 


E. Germans poised to sweep out remaining Communists 


EAST BERLIN (R)— East Ger- 
mans vote Sunday in local elec- 
tions that likely will remove the 
vestiges of Communist control 
and virtually complete the revolt 
that began a year ago. 

For fixe first time in the coun- 
try's history, voters will choose 
their own local officials to run fire 
bureaucracies once controlled by 
East Germany’s former author- 
itarian Stalinist leadership. 

The elections likely will mean 
the end of work for hundreds of 
former Communists still hoiHing 
power on the local level, said 
Heinrich Vogel, a political 
analyst with the West German 
Institute for Eastern and Interna- 
tional Studies in Cologne, West 
Germany. 

“There's a lot of them, and a 
great many are just indispensable 
in terms of competence and orga- 
nisational known-how,” Vogel 
said Friday. 

“It’s similar to the old de- 
nazification campaign after the 
war,” he stud. “This is going to be 
a long-standing moral issue with 


this society.' 

While the elected leaders may 
change, Vogel said many of the 
bureaurcrats r unning the various 
city departments may be re- 
tained. Many cannot be replaced 
because of their knowledge, he 
said. 

The balloting also might pro- 
vide a gauge of the current mood 
toward uniting East and West 
Germany, a process speeding to 
completion. 

Widespread protests have 
broken out in recent weeks by 
workers afraid that their factories 
will dose when they are forced to 
compete with Western companies 
in a free-market system. 

Experts met m East Berlin 
Friday to continue talks on merg- 
ing the economies of the German 
states, and the sup e rp o w ers pre- 
pared for talks in the West Ger- 
man capital, Bonn, on the inter- 
national implications of a united 
Germany; 

The local balloting' follows the 
country’s first free national elec- 
tions on March 18 and will com- 


plete a cycle that began a year 
ago. 

More than 12 million voters in 
7,800 dries, districts and other' 
municipalities will be eligible to 
vote in the elections. Candidate 
lists in many communities are 
huge, and run the gamut. 

Sixty- two parties and more 
than 250,000 candidates are reg- 
istered to run. In the city of 
Rostock, 20 candidates from the 
German Beer Drinkers Party 
alone are seeking election to tire 
dty council. 

The last local elections were 
held on May 7, 1989, when the 
Communist leaders daimed that 
nearly 99 per cent of the voters 
chose candidates f r om Commun- 
ist-approved parties. 

The small protests that tradi- 
tionally followed such results did 
not go away last year, gradually 
evolving into the popular revolt 
that exploded in mass demonstra- 
tions in October. 

The rallies led to the fall of four 
decades of hard-line Communist 
'rule and the opening of the Berlin 


Wall in November. 

In contrast to last year’s ballot- 
ing, the retooled and renamed 
Communist Party is having trou- 
ble finding can d idates to compete 
in the elections. 

Party membership has become 
such a stigma that there are 
pockets, particularly near the 
cities of Erfurt and Dresden,* 
where the party cannot find peo- 
ple to run in the elections. 

The party, now called fire Party 
of Democratic Socialism, or PDS, 
still finished third in the national 
elections and is likely to do well 
in East Berlin, a stronghold of 
support. 

“It take enormous bravery to 
run as a candidate for the PDS,”. 
said party leader Gregor Gysi.* 
“There are some districts where 
there are no brave ones.” 

Likely to capture the most local 
posts are ca n d id a t es for the con- 
servative Christian Democratic 
.Union of Prime Minister !-«**«»«■ 
de Maizicre and -fire left-le aning 
Social Democrats. 

Although the Social Democrats 


have joined de Maiziere’s broad 
governing coalition, they favour 
more social guarantees to protect. 
East Germans fr om skyrocketin g 
prices and the loss of subsidised 
housing and food. 

Perhaps the most interewring 
election is in Leipzig, where the 
protests against Commoman be- 
gan last year. New Forum and 
other groups that led the revolt 
wil try to capture some local 
seats, but voters favoured the' 
consenrative Christian Demo- 
crats in the national elections. . 

Leipzig is among several cities 
where environmental 
compete with fire fear of .lost 
jobs. The heavily industrial city is 
among the most' polluted in the 
world, and many of its archaic 
factories are fibety to be dosed. 

And in a true precursor to a . 
united Germany, -file Social. 
Democrat candidate for mayor of 
Leipzig, Hmoricb- Lehman firn. 

ber, has been allowed to run — . 
even though be s a dty council 
member in the West German dty 
of Hanover. 


the navy and the Nati onal 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admi- 
nistration. The ibebeg& Was last 
righted southwest ofthcEafidand 
Islands in February, accbnfihg fo 
Navy CapL Tom Callahaifc-Hb 
said satellite sUiches showthat the 
berg is now breaking - up fej a 
region known as the .^sde^hmur 
fifties}” - -- -JsK' “ 
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TV commercial 
scares child 
Into constipation 
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WASHINGTON (AP). A 
Springfield, Moots, pediatriaan 
reports in a medical journal that 
one of his patients was scaredinto 
constipation by a television ante 
merdal that showed a foflcttnrn- 
ing into a biting monster. Dr. 
Virgiho R. Pilapil, writingmihe 
April issue of Pediatrics; said a 
3-year-old boy was brought to his 
office for treatment irf constipa- 
tion after the youngster; refused 
to use the family bathroom at 
home. The child’s 'functions bad 
all been normal throughout his 
life and he had been tixorougWy. 
toilet-trained for six months, the 
doctor said. But then fire boy 
started refusing ~ to move his 
bowels and eventually woold.de 
so only Jn a diaper while stand- 
ing up. And be refused to say why 
the sudden changeiin -habits. 
“Finally Pilapil writes “he gave 
in to his mother’s oonsfauf siting 
and told ber that he had seen a; 
television comnrerciat.- . .- in which 
a tcxlet bowl was portrayed as 
t nm in g into a monster, with the 
seat cover making' 4 : chomping 
movement” “This image-, scared - 
him from again sitting on- the 
toilet,” the doctor wrote. . 
feared it ’would ^et him.’” Pilapfl 
said the patient- is now beiiig 
encouraged to use the toilet and 
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“the family is having sotne^uc* ’h,. 
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cess, although not consistently/ 


Robot herps " " 
doctors Implant 
hip Joint In dog: 
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SAN FRANCISCO (R) L 

Medreal researchers hove used, a 
robotic aim sjntiiai- to those- that *fip( 

assemble cars and teieVzrion feta' ^ 

to help implant an joint &tq 

in a dog- The , researchers saSd^^ie 


they may be aUeromtiodiice fire j 


tocbniqne to hip replacements in 

human* fn nhnn* ftnr ' uMf ' Tuvl : ii fw. 


humans in about cme -year, and i 
that robotx could repiitoe.ihe use 


off many _hand-iwtf mff®k^ fooIs 


in 10 to 15 years ^Thesurgecy, on 
a 10- year-old Australian 
rirepberd<»llje haracd Sifook, 
was ..performed, it" af- veterinary 

clinic m Sacramcaito. Thctioctors a 
who invented what^they 1 call ^ 
"robodoc” saidthe^fogwusdoing ' 
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great.” Once peifedted,.fire use 
of surgical robota g expected to ^ 
give fioctoraii greater, degroe of ^ ? 

accoracyfo- p c rf o xih^ 
said fire 1 head' xeseaicfresi. Dr. 

Hap PaoJ, ^ vcteifoaixan 
Sacramento . Animal Medical % 
Gtoup, and iDr, WtiHam Bargar, ¥, * 
tux orthopaedic smgco a aL tbe 1 
'Unjvwrity.of 
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